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Open Borders For All! 


As the East-West tensions of the "Cold War" era 
disappear into the annals of history, Third World people 
are now coming under the even more chilling grasp of the 
New World Order. After the dissolution of the “Cold 
War", we are secing a new war being further developed 
- clearly it has been in existence for decades, but it is now 
becoming more visible and defined - and that is the 
current North-South struggle. One aspect of this struggle 
is the current situation facing Third World refugees and 
immigrants in the northem industrialized nations. With 
this issue of Arm The Spirit, we are focusing much 
attention on the new asylum-policies being implemented 
across Europe. We have reprinted documents and com- 
muniques on the issue of refugees and migration politics, 
but as these issues are also of relevance to the current 
situation in North America, we would also like to offer an 
overview of the ideological issues involved in the ques- 
tion of refugees and asylum-politics. As well, we touch 
upon the organizing efforts of refugees/immigrants and 
the autonomist-left to thwart both these specific policies 
and the growing tide of right-wing extremism across 
Europe in general. 


Asylum Politics in the New Europe 

Just by looking at the statistics, it's clear that the 
paranoid fear which is sweeping Europe with regard to 
the present "flood" of immigrants has been carefully 
crafted by the ruling powers to serve their ideological 
needs. Most migration takes place within the nations of 
the Three Continents themselves; only a very few people 
ever reach the wealthy northern metropoles. 

Although life in the northern metropoles provides 
refugees with obvious material advantages over their life 
back in the Three Continents, their situation is hardly 
enviable. They face new (and sometimes not so new) 
forms of an oppression which manifests itself within the 
entire social-political-economic framework of society. 
Upon reaching Europe, many refugees and immigrants 
run into immediate obstacles. For example, in many 
European countries they are not allowed to have jobs for 
anywhere up to 5 years. Denied any economic self- 
sufficiency, they are forced to seek to State assistance. 
This economic assistance, which is minima] at best, 
invariably forces them into camps run by both the State 
and private agencies such as the Red Cross. These camps 
cut off their freedom of movement and ability to or- 
ganzize, and in some cases allows for their use as cheap 
labour. Outside the camps the situation is not much better. 
Institutionalized racism forces refugees and immigrants 
to assimilate into a European society that does not take 
into account their different linguistic and cultural back- 
grounds. This makes getting jobs or job training, access 
to proper education, seeking social assistance, ete., diffi- 
cult or almost impossible to obtain. Women, in particular, 
must cope with the double oppression of being both 
refugees and women. Indeed, Europe's asylum-policies, 
in addition to their obvious racist overtones, are also 
inherently sexist. Women who seck divorce or separation 
from their immigrant husbands, for example, cannot seck 
an individual asylum request if their initial entrance into 
Europe was granted as the spouse of an asylum-seeker. 

Inside the 12 European Community (EC) nations, 
there are residing at present, out of a total of some 340 
million persons, only about 6.1 million foreigners - less 
than 2%. Nonetheless, politicians in Europe are scream- 
ing about how “The Boat is Full!" But it's not only 
Christian Democrats and the parties of the right who are 
to blame forthe rise in racism. Cries from politicians, very 
often social democrats, for stricter immigration controls 
have led to tactic support for right-wing extremist vio- 
lence. Far-right political parties such as the National 
Front in France, the Viaams Blok in Belgium, and the 
Lombard League in Italy have actively campaigned on 


anti-immigrant political platforms. Both the National 
Front and Vlaams Blok have openly called for the forced 
removal of refugees and immigrants and further cur- 
tailemnt of their rights. Recent electoral successes by 
these parties shows that their policies are being met with 
growing acceptance. Indeed, the National Front, under 
the leadership of Jean-Marie Le Pen, recently captured an 
average of 15% of the vote nationwide in recent munici- 
pal elections, in some areas capturing a higher percentage 
than France's ruling Socialists, In this atmosphere, other 
political parties are using anti-immigrant hysteria to 
bolster their popularity. Rightist political candidtates 
such as Parisian mayor Jacques Chirac have complained 
of the "noise and smell" of immigrants and former presi- 
dent Valery Giscard D'Estaing has likened immigration 
lo an "invasion". These sentiments are not exclusive to 
the right, however. The French Communist Party, for 
example, supports tougher immigration laws in order to 
“protect French jobs for French workers”, and in many 
countries it is the Social Democrats who have been 
sounding the cry for stricter border controls and tougher 
asylum policies to crackdown on the “parasitic illegals” 
who are milking Europe’s welfare system. Even the 
Greens have not taken a resolute stand on the issue. Some 
Green parties feel that the boat truly is full, and that 
Europe's already fragile ecosystem can't bear the burden 
of thousands more immigrants. Despite their vague 
wishes for a “multi-cultural society”, Greens across 
Europe have taken part in the parliamentary discussions 
on curbing immigration numbers, and they have not 
taken up the slogan of the radical-left: “Asylum Rights 
for Alli", 

Europe, in fact, has been hit on all sides with the 
complexities of the refugee situation, a situation which 
makes clear the contradictions of capitalism. With the 
collapse of the East Bloc, the fallen State-socialist econo- 
mies have left in their wake high unemployment and 
economic despair, and tens of thousands of East Europe- 
ans have begun heading westward. But no longer are 
these people welcomed as political refugees; now they, 
like so many others from the Three Continents, are 
labelled as "economic refugees" and told to leave. 

With European unity just around the comer, 
Europe's ruling powers have gone into high gear in their 
attempts to successfully prepare Europe for its role as a 
world economic super-power. But their preparations for 
the harsh realities of unity were in fact started years ago, 
behind closed doors. Their goal has always been - as more 
and more people are now beginning to realize at the last 
moment - to establish a system of regulation, selection, 
and control to safe-guard the European fortress. Through 
various treaties like the Schengen Agreement and the 
Dublin Accord, Europe's member nations are preparing 
to take the final steps towards harmonizing the asylum 
policies of the various individual EC states and to thereby 
put an end to what they see as the most pressing problem 
of the *90's: “uncontrolled” migration. 

Again, this line of policy is not exclusively right- 
wing. In fact, what we are almost seeing is a crude re- 
definition of the social democratic credo, an attempt to 
make the most of "the potential of society" (as RARA 
note in their communique). Strict asylum-policies, which 
are obviously racist, are not necessarily exclusively so. 
Again, Europe's ruling powers do not want to eliminate 
the migration of cheap labour to within their borders, 
rather they want to control it better. Europe's welfare 
abundance was built, to a large degree, thanks to the 
people of the Three Continents. In addition to the obvious 
fact that the capitalist imperialism of European multi- 
national corporations has, for decades, been exploiting 
the nations of the Three Continents to feed the European 
production sector's insatiable need for raw materials, 
also within Burope as well, cheap and illegal migrant 
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labour has been a widely-utilized base in the labour 
market, even if official statistics never record this fact. 

Europe needs this expendable labour base now 
more than ever, especially as unification will bring in- 
creased demands for better production in order to stay 
competitive in the global capital market. For one thing, 
Burope is faced with a demographic time-bomb, namely 
a declining birth-rate. Thus, the capitalist economy in 
Europe in the '90s will require migration, so the goal of 
Europe's ruling powers is to control and maximize the 
efficiency of the influx of foreigners. No longer will skin- 
colour alone be the deciding factor. What will be sought 
after, however, is flexibility, adaptability, and political 
submissiveness. ] 

But what will the effects of this harmonized policy 
be? For one thing, Europe will indeed begin to resemble 
a fortress, as the EC's outer borders become more and 
moremilitarized, like the Rio Grande in America's south- 
west. In fact, army units are already being used to aid in 
border controls across southern Europe, and the Austri- 
ans are leading the way out East by increasing patrols to 
stop the flood of East European immigrants. And in line 
with the TREVI Agreement, international cooperation in 
data collection and policing efforts will be greatly inten- 
sified. The goal of this is two-fold: firstly, to create 
EUROPOL, a European-wide police network, united by 
a massive computer system, the Schengen Information 
System (SIS); and seconély, to also use this harmonized 
data collection to strictly control immigration. 

Soon, Europe will have in place a “one-shot” policy 
with regard to asylum applications. This means that a 
person secking asylum in the European Community must 
apply at the nation he/she arrives at, and the decision 
handed down by this nation applies for entrace into all 
other nations, In other words, refugees and immigrants 
will only have one chance to enter Europe, and if they fail 
at one port of entry, they won't be allowed in at any other 
European port of entry. This is designed to clamp down 
on the inter-European migration of “illegals”. Currently, 
“illegal” immigrants can move between various nations 
in Europe in the hopes of finding one with a more lenient 


asylum policy. This is soon to be halted, both with 
harmonized extemal regulations, and also with the use of 
greater numbers of immigration police who will search 
Europe's inner-cities in an effort to gather up “illegals” 
for deportation. And in an effort to stop people from 
trying to enter Europe in the first place, the Schengen and 
Dublin Accords seek to cut down on flight from the 
nations of origin themselves. Already, there are visa 
requirements for entering Europe from about 60 nations. 
Also, Germany, for example, dresses immigration police 
in Lufthansa [German airline - ed.] uniform so they can 
more easily check exit papers and stop certain people 
from trying to enter Europe before they ever leave their 
nation of origin. 


Resistance To Europe’s Asylum-Policies 

Again, the sudden prominence of the “refugee 
problem” in Burope has unleashed a tide of xenophobia 
and racism which has manifested itself in countless at- 
tacks by right-wing extremists upon refugees and immi- 
grants all across Europe. As a result, resistance to these 
events has had to be two-fold: resisting the EC's new 
asylum-policies in general and also actively confronting 
active neo-Nazi groups. 

Across Europe, refugees and immigrants have been 
organizing and taking action against immigration poli- 
cies, as well as actively defending themselves from fas- 
cist attacks. For example, in France, there have been over 
4000 self-help associations set up by immigrants, many 
with the explicit aim of fighting racism. Others have 
taken direct action to protest their treatment. During the 
many attacks by fascists, police have refused to inter- 
vene, so it is only when they actively defended them- 
selves that refugees have been able to repel the attackers. 
For example, in Norderstedt, in northem Germany, a 
group of 70 refugees who had occupied a church in 
Neumunster for 6 weeks in an attempt to halt their forced 
transfer to a refugee shelter in the ex-GDR were forced to 
accept the offer of an allegedly “safe” refugee shelter in 
the ex-GDR. Within one week this shelter was attacked 
by over 200 fascists with fire-bombs and knives. The 15 
policemen at the scence fled, leaving the refugees to stop 
the fascist attack themselves. The refugees then reoccu- 
pied the church in Norderstedt, were again forced to 
leave, and have now sought refuge in Shalom Parish, also 
in Norderstedt. This Parish is also demanding that the 
refugees leave immediately, and it will not provide any 
food or medical supplies to them. On February 8, the 
refugees began a hungerstrike. This is just of one of many 
initiatives that is being organized and carried out by 
refugees in their fight for the right to determine for 
themselves where they shall live. 

Within the radical-left there have been many initia- 
tives undertaken in solidarity with refugees and immi- 
grants, on many different levels. The clandestine move- 
ment, most notably Revolutionary Anti-Racist Action 
(RARA) in the Netherlands and the Revolutionary Cells 
(Revolutionaire Zellen - RZ) in Germany, have been 
attacking the State apparatus that dictates immigration 
policy and its implementation. The most recent RZ action 
was their attack on the Refugee Division of the provincial 
administration building in the town of Boblingen on 
August 2, 1991. This attack caused over $375,000 dam- 
age and destroyed data files on over 10,000 refugees -a 
concrete hindrance to the State's deportation schemes. 
And there have been similar smaller attacks throughout 
Germany by autonomous groups on administrative tar- 
gets designed to both protest Germany's asylum policies 
and to express solidarity with all peoples of the Three 
Continents seeking material aid in the wealthy northem 
metropoles. Indeed, the RZ quote refugees who speak of 
a “migration war" being declared on the imperialist 
northem powers by the refugees from the Three Conti- 
nents. After decades of exploitation, the people of the 
Three Continents are now coming to claim what is theirs, 
a justifiable claim made by many immigrants. And much 
of the (white) left in Europe, while gladly expressing feel- 
good solidarity, has had trouble coping with this explic- 


itly anti-imperialist outlook on migration. 

Ever since Germany's reunification on October 3, 
1990, there has been a dramatic rise in right-wing nation- 
alist extremism. And more recently, this has been spurred 
on by the paranoia surrounding the refugee "problem" 
decried by the politicians. Racist attacks by right-wing 
groups on foreigners - in the form of gangs of youths with 
bats attacking foreigners, fire-bomb attacks on 
foreigner's houses and asylum-centres, etc. - became 
daily events by the end of August 1991. The politicians 
did little but verbally denounce these pogroms - indeed 
the ruling powers tolerate the existence of neo-Nazi 
groups fortheir functional value, in this case, of adding to 
the media hype/hysteria around the refugee issue - and all 
the left could manage was whimpering cries for more 
police protection. So it was really only the autonomist 
scene which actively sought to provide real concrete 
solidarity and support. 

The name Hoyerswerda has become synonymous 
with asylum politics in Germany. In early September 
1991, Hoyerswerda, a quiet East German city whose coal 
industry is about to go completely bankrupt, was the site 
of nightly attacks by right wing extremists on an apart- 
ment building housing primarily Vietnamese immi- 
grants. The attacks were so repeated and so vicious that 
the immigrants had to be taken out of the city. But what 
was most frightening about the ordeal was the fact that the 
nightly attacks had the silent, and also the active support 
of Hoyerswerda resident. This signifies deep-seated ra- 
cism, but it also points out something the ruling powers 
actively try to exploit, namely the economic frustration 
felt by so many working-class Germans, particulary in 
the now-defunct GDR. This is an effective means of 
preventing mass protest from the German proletariat 
against the State, namely turning the lower-classes onto 
the only segment of society more vulnerable and ex- 
ploited than them: the refugee population. On September 





























Refugees are often transported, against their will, 
from places deemed too dangerous for them on account 
of the rising tide of racism. 

Every day, in both old and new parts of Germany, 
there are attacks on refugess and immigrants. 

Before these recent incidents, such attacks and 
humiliations did not occur to such a degree in Berlin, 
becuase most refugees are here for the first time. 

We stand in principle behind the right to freely 
choose where people wish to live; and this includes 
immigrants and refugees! 

MannheimerstraBe, Wednesday night: 

Buses belonging to "Bayern-Express", the com- 
pany which is primarily responsible for the transporta- 
tion of refugees out of Waterlooufer [a part of Berlin - 
ed.] - these buses are burnt, and they won't be used 
again soon. 

Our action won't end racism or the implementa- 
tion of asylum policies. But hopefully we did help to 
disrupt things, because otherwise the whole racist 
apparatus would operate without any friction. 

So let's attack this apparatus with a variety of 
actions! 


ARAG (an anti-racist group) 





On the order of the branch of the Refugee Ad- 
ministration in Waterlooufer, refugees, against their 
declared will and despite all of their legal rights, have 
been “removed” to the former DDR [East Germany - 
ed.]. Their subjection has been used as a means of 
showing that life for them in West Germany is impos- 
sible. 

Toleration of racist attacks is one of the clearest 
forms of the State's cold refusal to deal with the prob- 
lem. And then there's the so-called “normal” living 





Actions In Solidarity With Refugees 


29, a huge anti-racist convoy headed out from Berlin and 
convened a huge demo in Hoyerswerda. The march, 
which was plagued by internal problems which resulted 
in confrontations with the police, was nonetheless impor- 
tant because of the concrete cooperation which took 
place between autonomists and refugees. 

The anti-fascist resistance (more commonly known 
as ANTIFA - Anti-Fascist Action) in Germany has, in its 
internal discussions, been trying to tackle two potential 
pit-falls in its organizing; the first being that the ANTIFA 
movement must not become merely an anti-Nazi move- 
ment, but should keep a broader, anti-imperialist per- 
spective. Obviously, street-level confrontations with 
Nazis - "Attack The Nazis Wherever They Appear!" is 
one popular slogan - must continue, but ANTIFA organ- 
izing efforts have to keep a broader view as well, because 
the State, again, merely utilizes the extreme right to push 
through its own capitalist ideological agenda. As many 
ANTIFA discussions make note of, the State itself is not 
fascist - its a big mistake to think this - but it does utilize 
fascist tactics and groups. Bearing this in mind, auton- 
omist groups have tried to remain active on both of these 
fronts. For example, on October 18, 1991,5 buses used to 
forcibly transport refugees out of Berlin against their will 
- ostensibly "for their safety" -were destroyed in a fire- 
bomb attack by an anti-racist group who were expressing 
solidarity with the refugees' wishes to freely decide 
where they want to live. Similar attacks on bus and travel 
agencies responsible for forcibly relocating refugees 
have occurred recently in Berlin. And as for the Nazis, 
one of the best recent actions was the October 28, 1991 
attack on Karl Polacek's house. Polacek, the leader of the 
extreme-right Freedom Workers Party (FAP) is one of the 
many neo-Nazi politicians whose electoral support has 
been growing recently. In the attack, approximately 40 
masked autonomists drove up outside the house and 
attacked with stones and molotovs as Polacek and 30 





conditions which range from inhumane living accom- 
modations to inadequate nursing care to the complete 
denial of medical treatment. And with the new meas- 
ures - intern centres, quicker deportations, the record- 
ing of police records, and the increased cooperation 
between the police and social workers - the system of 
deterrence, control, and expulsion is being perfected. 
The repressive character of the West German state is 
made clear by this attack on the weakest segment of the 
population. 

Butthe refugees are resisting all of this, by strug- 
gling for concrete improvements in their care, by or- 
ganizing their self-defense against racist attacks, and, 
like in Schwalbach, where they are resisting their 
removal to the former DDR. Over the last few weeks, 
many groups of refugees have abandoned their ap- 
pointed residences and decided for themselves where 
they wish to live. We support these efforts. 

On the other hand, it's necessary to attack the 
organs and functionaries who carry out this inhumane 
treatment of refugees. 

That's why, on 21/10/91, we smashed the win- 
dows of five travel agencies belonging to "Bayem- 
Express" and made the offices unusable by tossing 
butyric acid inside. Bayern-Express has for the past 
two years, and especially over the last two weeks, 
carried out several “removals” of unwilling refugees 
to the former DDR. 


For the right to stay and the free choice of where to live 
for refugees! 
For a strong anti-racist struggle! 


Autonome Groups 


(Fond greetings to the anti-racist group ARAG!) 


other Nazis were having a meeting inside. 15 right-wing 
extremists were injured in the attack and no autonomists 
were arrested. Other effective efforts include the publish- 
ing of photos, names, addresses, and car-descriptions of 
known neo-Nazis. 

The second thing to be avoided in an anti-racist/ 
anti-fascist organizing around the issue of asylum poli- 
tics is the tendency (particulary of the white left) to 
objectify refugees and to down-play their own organiz- 
ing efforts. What the autonomist scene has tried to do is 
to carry out its actions not “on behalf of” the refugees, but 
ratherin support of the refugees' own struggles. Such was 
the case for example, with the attack on the buses in 
Berlin. Likewise attacks on neo-Nazi groups are a con- 
crete way the autonomists can provide solidarity and 
support for the refugees, without using the refugees" 
cause to further some other political agenda. Auton- 
omists in Stuttgart, and in other German cities as well, 
have also recently begun actively supporting the immi- 
grants' own organizational efforts by working together 
with refugee organizations, immigrant-youth street 
gangs, etc. On October 10, 1991, after a meeting between 
some 30 autonomists and another 300 or so primarily 
Turkish youths, the group split up and began patrolling 
the streets in order to find and attack neo-Nazis. Such 
Cooperation between autonomists and street gang mem- 
bers causes the police great concem, of course. 

The left has a gross tendency to be paternalistic and 
even racist when it comes to comprehending the prob- 
lems faced by people of colour. The only way to both 
overcome this and to provide concrete political support 
as well is to organize alongside these groups, using 
means which fit the conditions under which they live. 


The Current Situation In North America 

While conditions are the same here in North Amer- 
ica, they have not yet reached the levels that we see in 
Europe. Recent changes to Canadian immigration policy 
are designed to make it more difficult for Third World 
people to seek refugee status in Canada. For example, 
Canada maintained a list of countries which they would 
not deport refugee claimants to. Called the B-1 list, it 
included countries such as El Salvador and Guatemala. 
While this list provided a certain measure of protection, 
the fact that an entry visa was necessary made flight 
difficult, often with tragic consequences. Upon reaching 





Canada, refugees have to meet a narrow definition of 
what constitutes a refugee, one which stresses individu- 
alized persecution, as evidenced by an immigration 
lawyer who has stated “a villager who is shot at because 
of his or her political opinion can be a refugee; villagers 
who are bombed from the air because they live in guer- 
rilla-controlled territory are not thereby considered refu- 
gees”. 
Another deterrent in Canada’s immigration system 
is one which, although not yet implemented, could have 
severe consequences for refugees coming to Canada. The 
Safe Third Country concept declares as ineligible for 
refugee status all claimants who, after having fled their 
country of origin, have lived in a country which the 
Canadian government declares “safe” (that is, a country 
which, in Canada’s opinion, is not in the habit of retum- 
ing legitimate refugees to their homelands). This list is as 
yet partly empty, due in great part to the fact that while the 
US is a signatory to the UN convention and an ally, at the 
same time it rejects over 96% of Salvadoran refugees and 
a United States District Court decided in 1988 that the 
U.S. is unsafe for Salvadoran refugees. Clearly, if imple- 
mented, refugees coming to Canada through the U.S. 
could conceivably be prohibited from living and working 
in Canada, due to their having resided in the U.S. 

Forther, undera new law, it is an offence to organize 
refugees to come to Canada, to aid or abet a person 
without valid travel documents, or to aid persons coming 
into Canada without documents. This is an obvious hin- 
drance to refugees in that many refugees fleeing persecu- 
tion and repression do not or cannot have valid travel 
documents, or destroy them for their own protection. 

Clearly then, the Canadian immigration system is 
actively promoting deterrents as a means of dealing with 
refugees. And in a statement which seems to parallel 
those made in the Schengen Agreement, the Immigration 
Commission told its employees just before these new 
measures came in that “Prevention of arrival is as impor- 
tant as removal in reducing demand upon the refugee 
determination process.” 

For those refugees already in Canada, and for those 
atlempting to enter the country, the rise to prominence of 
political parties such as the Reform Party and of neo-Nazi 
organizations such as the Heritage Front gives much 
cause for concem. The Hertitage Front, based in Toronto, 
Ontario, an explicitly racist organization with a strong 
anti-immigration platform, is led by Wolfgang Droege, a 
former Ku Klux Klan recruiter who was arrested a few 
years ago after an attempt by a handful of Klan members 
to overthrow the government of Dominica. The Heritage 
Front has strong ties with fascist skinhead groups, and 
last year it tried to bring Holocaust revisionist David 
Irving to Toronto to speak. The Front also runs a racist 
“hateline” called the "Anti-Immigration Hotline", which 
has been targetting Native peoples and refugees. The 
Reform Party, Canada's fourth largest political party, is a 
right-wing party which on the question of immigration 
argues that "immigrants should possess the human capi- 
tal necessary to adjust quickly and independently to the 
needs of Canadian society and the job market". Clearly, 
such a policy excludes most Third World people. Further, 
the Reform Party supports an immigration policy that has 
as its focus only Canada's economic needs. In a recent 
development, several members of the Heritage Front 
who had joined the Reform Party were expelled. This 
expulsion was no doubt based on the desire of the Reform 
Party to present a clean image for mainstream Canada, 
but, as Heritage Front Leader Droege stated, "The Re- 
form Party is perfect for us. We stand for the same 
things." 

The situation facing refugees and immigrants is 
similarly grim in the United States. On January 31, the 
Supreme Court voted 8-1 to allow the forced repatriation 
of Haitian refugees from the US naval base at Guantan- 
amo Bay in Cuba back to strife-torn Haiti. Although US 
govemment officials claim there is no evidence to sup- 
port claims that forcibly returned refugees face persecu- 
tion, all returning refugees are photographed and finger- 


printed by Haitian officials and there are no US officials 
in Haiti to follow up on brutality claims. 

Inthe US presidential primary elections, debate has 
focussed around jobs and the ‘middle class’, with not a 
single one of the Democratic Party contenders speaking 
out against Bush’s deportation policy. But conservative 
Republican challenger Pat Buchanan has made his senti- 
ments known: the US should literally build a fence along 
its border with Mexico to stop the flood of illegals from 
“stealing American jobs”. Indeed, Buchanan's ability to 
regularly gamer at least 30% of the Republican Party vote 
is in many ways more frightening than David Duke's- the 
former Klan leader and founder of the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of White People - ability to win 
over 40% of the vote in Louisiana's gubernatorial elec- 
tion. Buchanan’s far-right stand on most issues, includ- 
ing his blatantly racist anti-refugee stance, speaks to 
racist sectors of white American society. What's more, 
with his "respectable" history as a CNN talk-show host 
and newspaper columnist, as opposed to Duke's past as 
a Nazi organizer, Buchanan has succeeded in becoming 
a legitimate political contender who is able to get plenty 
of TV interview time to spread his conservative rhetoric. 
Buchanan feels so confident in his ability to develop a 
following that he has stated that if the Republican Party 
continues to "stray from its most basic values" and not 
dump Bush and nominate him instead for this year's 
presidential election, then he has vowed to form a new 
conservative party to challenge the Republicans in the 
1996 elections. 

The current refugee policy of the United States is 
already forboding, with most impetus for "change" 
coming from forces like Pat Buchanan on the right, while 
most of the liberal-left has been wholly silent on the issue. 
President Buch continues to justify forcibly deportating 
Haitians who have entered the US as "economic" refu- 
gees. Bush has also come up with an interesting new way 
to implement the "peace dividend": using Gulf War 
trucks and jeeps to patrol the Rio Grande border. All of 
this, combined with a new work-permit card which offi- 
cials claim is forgery-proof, should help the Bush ad- 
ministration achieve its predicted goal of one million 
deportations in 1992. 


Open Borders? No Borders! 

The visible trend in refugee policies when looking 
at both Western Europe as well as North America is one 
of prevention, detention, and selection. It's both a racist 
program designed to protect white society and white jobs 
as well as a capitalist manouevre to insure the continued 
economic domintation of the North over the South, with 
those refugees which are allowed to enter the “fortress” 
becoming optimally utilized to achieve total economic 
efficiency so as to increase the living standards already 
enjoyed by those in Northem metropolitan society. In- 
deed, since the motives behind Northem refugee policies 
are both racist and capitalist, and not soley one or the 
other, has resulted in a viscious circle of hate and exploi- 
tation: the plunder of the South sends a stream of refugees 
to the metropoles of the North, where immigrants are 
confronted with racist hate and fascist violence, which is 
tacitly supported by the State and fed with government- 
generated paranoia in attempt to win public support for 
increased controls over refugees, and this is to further 
protect the North's economic superiority which is the 
root of the problem to begin with. 

Our response to all of this has to go beyond calling 
for a more “humane” refugee policy. We have to help 
bring an end to the domination of the North over the 
South and part of this is demanding that all borders be 
open to everyone! 


The following isa partial list of sources used for this 
article: Radikal, Konfrontatie, NN, Interim, TATblatt, 
Toronto Ecomedia, Community Charge, Nicaragua Soli- 
darity Network... 


(From Arm The Spirit #11 - Jan/Feb. 1992) 


Rostock And It’s Aftermath 


Pogrom in Rostock 

On October 3, Germany ‘celebrated’ the second- 
anniversary of its reunification - or rather the annexation 
of the former German Democratic Republic (GDR) by 
West Germany. Also on October 3, both the far-right and 
the far-left in Germany took to the streets in protest, the 
former to call for the expulsion of all foteigners and 
refugees from the country, and the latter to denounce neo- 
nazi violence and to demand open borders for all refu- 
gees. 

Germany's domestic political order has been 
greatly upset for the past several months, particularly 
after a series of racist pogroms in the former East German 
town of Rostock unleashed an unprecedented wave of 
organized, militant attacks by neo-nazi youth gangs 
throughout all of Germany. The attacks in Rostock began 
on August 22 at an anti-foreigner rally in front of a home 
for aylum-seekers. Despite a tip-off to police, only 20 
officers were on hand when the violence began. At least 
100 neo-nazi youths smashed the windows of building, 
and even though 100 extra police soon showed up, they 
did not intervene, and the attacks on the refugee center 
continued until deep into the night. TV images of the 
pogrom showed countless neighborhod residents stand- 
ing nearby, applauding and cheering. 

On Sunday night, a line of riot police could not 
prevent a second night of attacks, this time by nazi youths 
armed with molotov cocktails. What's more, it seemed 
the nazis were very well organized. Christian Worch of 
the far-right National List party from Hamburg was on 
hand to provide leadership, and neo-nazi cadres with 
walky-talkies (and even police radios!) helped provide 
organization. The obvious lack of police intervention 
made it clear that at least some elements within the police 
force either were quietly sympathetic, or may even have 
aided in preparations for the neo-nazi attacks. This be- 
came furtherevident when 100 anti-fascists were brutally 
dispersed when they arrived on the scene. Atleast 60 anti- 
fascists were arrested in Rostock on Sunday night, and 
many were placed in prison cells full of neo-nazis. 

By Monday, attacks on the refugee hostel in Ros- 
tock - just like one year before in the town of Hoyer- 
swerda - had become a nightly event. The refugees were 
evacuated, in a sense meaning that the neo-nazis had 
been successful. Moreover, inspired by the events in 
Rostock, neo-nazis in at least 10 other German cities 
rioted and attacked refugee centers on several consecu- 
tive evenings after the inital pogroms in Rostock. And for 
weeks after the events in Rostock, there were countless 
molotov attacks and stabbings by neo-nazis in cities all 
across Germany. 


The March Goes On 

So far this year, over 2000 attacks on foreigners 
have been carried out by fascists and neo-nazis in Ger- 
many, resulting in 15 deaths and countless injuries. Most 
recently, on November 20, a Berlin squatter was killed 
when a group of autonomists came upon a group of nazi 
youths who were beating a foreigner in a subway station. 
In the ensuing clash, three of the autonomists were 
stabbed, and one of them, Silvio Meier, a 27 year-old 
squatter, was killed. In the nights following Silvio's 
death, there were constant clashes between autonomists 
and neo-nazis. Autonomists also injured at least 37 police 
in a militant march through Berlin expressing their out- 
rage at Silvio's death. Later in the week, autonomists and 
Turkish youths fought against police in riots in the neigh- 
borhood of Kreuzberg. 

The situation in Germany became further escalated 
on Sunday, November 22, when neo-nazi skinheads 
firebombed the house of a Turkish family, killing two 
Turkish women and and 11 year-old Turkish girl. En- 
raged at this attack, Turkish youths vowed: "Ten Ger- 
mans For Every Turk!" Nine other persons were 


wounded in this attack. C 
“Attack the Nazis Wherever They 
Are!” 

The fact that neo-nazi gangs 
have been on an organized offensive 
does not, however, mean that there 
has been no resistance. Church 
groups, citizens, and Greens have 
organized vigils in front of refugee 
centers - although it usually takes just 
afew skinheads with stee]-toed boots 
and rocks and bottles to chase these 
folks away. In contrast to this ap- 
proach, autonomist ANTIFA (anti- 
fascist action) groups expanded their 
approach of street-level confronta- 
tion with neo-nazis. 

One week after the outbreak of 
violence in Rostock, a large anti-fas- 
cist demonstration was held in that 
city. Whereas only a handful of po- 
lice were deployed to deal with the neo-nazis during their 
week of attacks, upon the arrival of the ANTIFA demon- 
strators, at least 2000 police were bussed into Rostock in 
order to “keep the peace”. In othercities as well, ANTIFA 
marches were held, often resulting in confrontations with 
police and gangs of neo-nazis. 

On November 8, German political and business 
leaders organized a massive “anti-racist” march in Ber- 
lin, mainly to improve Germany's tamished image in the 
international market. When Chancellor Kohl - who has 
threatened to declare a state of emergency in Germany so 
as to more easily deport refugees - tried to march at the 
head of this march, he was attacked with stones and 
rotting fruit and security forces had to rush him away. 
German president Weizaecker was similarly prevented 
from addressing the anti-racist rally when autonomists 
wrecked the sound system and bombarded him with 
eggs. Cowering behind a phalanx of riot police on live 
television, Germany's poilitical elite were effectively 
shown to be the hypocrites they really are. 

Apart from open, mass activities, autonomen in 
German cities have also responded with clandestine at- 
tacks on nazi scene structures like right-wing bars, youth 
centers, and far-right political party offices. A group 
calling itself the “Red Antifascist Fraction” burned down 
a fascist organizing center in the city of Ahrensfelde, and 
in Rostock itself, just down the block from the burned-out 
refugee center, the "Antonio Amadeo Commando" 
(named for an Angolan beaten to death by nazis in 1990 
in Eberswalde) trashed the far-right youth center 
“MAX”. Such attacks on nazi political/cultural structures 
have been commonplace in Germany for several years, 
but the recent pogroms in Rostock have given the actions 
a renewed sense of urgency, particularly since the neo- 
nazi movement seems to be gaining in numbers and or- 
ganization. Autonomists have also carried out attacks on 
govemmental structures responsible for deportations 
and racist asylum policies. Most recently, on November 
21, a clandestine cell fire-bombed the judicial faculty 
division of the Volks-Uni university in Hamburg. 


The Potential Of The Far-Right 

The German government has only minimally re- 
acted to the recent upsurge in fascist violence. In the law 
courts, young nazis are usually given lenient sentences, 
since the judges usually rule that the attacks were not 
political, but were rather the result of the youths' "poor, 
impoverished upbringing" or "too much alchohol"; the 
German courts have refused to criminalize the far-right. 
Many left-wing ANTIFA groups, however, have been 
criminalized for some time. The entire Autonome AN- 
TIFA scene inthecity of Göttingen has been criminalized 
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under German law paragraph 129a. In fact, there have 
been 300 cases brought against the radical-left under 
paragraph 129a, while only 6 proceedings have been 
brought against fascists. 

The far-right youth scene has also been enlivened 
by an increasing number of neo-nazi rock bands. Bands 
such as Störkraft rile up their fans at concerts with “Sieg 
Heill" salutes and lyrics about using flame-throwers to 
extinguish Jews, disabled persons, and "gypsies". Under 
German law, such lyrics are technically illegal, but only 
8 few fascist bands have had their songs banned. And 
obviously, being banned only makes them more popular 
within neo-nazi youth scenes. 

This lack of repression against the far-right has 
done much to allow the movement's continued rise. The 
nazi's have seen immediate results from their attacks: 
fire-bombing refugee homes has led to refugees being 
moved out of certain cities; while nazis shout “Foreigners 
Out!”, the German goverment makes payments to Roma- 
nia as it deports the Roma people back to a land where 
they are routinely attacked, and while the German parlia- 
ment debates the abolition of Article 16 of the German 
constitution which guarantees all asylum-seckers the 
right to enter Germany. Ideologically, the extreme right 
and the German state are after the same ends: the German 
goverment wants to limit and control the influx of 
outsiders into Germany, thus it can effectively utilize 
neo-nazis as shock troops for this end. The fact that many 
German police officers vote for far-right political parties 
helps explain their reluctance to crack down on protests 
rallies by far-right groups with whom they may tacitly or 
openly feel sympathy. Thus, it is the ANTIFA movement 
which has been criminalized, while the German govern- 
ment only pays lip service to calls for a crack-down on 
far-right extremism. 

There is some hope in the fact that most rank-and- 
file nazis are not at all politically developed (although it 
would be foolish to ignore the well-developed intema- 
tional ties which the far-right movement's leadership has 
established). To a large degree, young skinheads are 
motivated by the fact that many of them live in the former 
GDR where the economic future is bleak. Well-organ- 
ized nazi organizations then channel their frustration and 
energy and translate it into violence against foreigners. 
But with resistance and repression, the far-right could be 
defeated. The 19 year-old youth who confessed to taking 
part in the fatal fire-bombing in Mólln tried to commit 
suicide in prison. And if nazi youths suddenly found 
themselves under continuous attack from armed Turkish 
gangs, for example, then they would perhaps be less 
confident in roaming the streets. 


“Open Borders For All!” 

Again, what was most frightening about the series 
of racist attacks in Rostock and throughout Germany in 
August and September was the degree of public support 
which the attacks commanded, and the political results 
which the attacks had. The fact that violence by neo-nazis 
was ‘successful’ in having refugees removed from neigh- 
borhoods where they were ‘not wanted’ is alarming. And 
rather than lashing out at the far-right and calling for 
solidarity with the oppressed peoples’ of the world, 
Germany's political leaders from all of Germany's major 
political parties instead admitted that there was indeed a 
refugee "problem" and that Germany's constitutional 
guarantee to a refugee's right to asylum needed to be 
restricted. 

Asever, the recent events in Germany have showed 
the urgency for militant anti-racist/anti-fascist organiz- 
ing. And this organization needs to bé two-fold: first, 
there needsto be theoretical/ideological organizing, so as 
to be able to analyze, for example, the reasons why global 
capitalism leads to large numbers of refugees heading 
from the impoverished lands of the South to the wealthy 
nations of the North, and why we should support the call 
for“Open Borders For All!”; and second, the left needs to 
provide both concrete solidarity with refugees by sup- 
porting their own organizational efforts, as well as by 
organizing our own militant, street-level resistance so as 
to attack neo-nazis and their organizational structures 
wherever they arise. Nazis should not be allowed to walk 
the streets unmolested. They are like a cancer: if left 
unopposed, they will continue to carry out their attacks. 
Anti-racists and anti-fascists need to be just as effective at 
the street-level in opposing them. 


No Easy Solutions 

Being effective at street level means more than only 
meeting violence with violence. Militancy alone will not 
defeat fascism. An anti-fascist movement must take into 
account the broader perspective; it must look at the ‘big 
picture’. Forexample, the fact that fascists have been able 
to mobilize support, particulary in East Germany, shows 
that the recent upsurge in this activity has deeper roots. 
While the supposedly “real existing” socialism in the 
former GDR was anti-fascist, it was so in name only. 
Racism, anti-semitism, and sexism continued to exist; 
simmering below the surface of East German society. 
The many migrant workers brought into the GDR from 
other “socialist” countries such as Vietnam, and Angola 
were detained in special neighbourhoods - such as 
Rostock’s Lichtenhagen - and kept separate from East 
German society. 

With reunification and the subsequent restructur- 
ing, East German living conditions have deteriorated due 
to factory closures, housing shortages and a decline in 
social services. The combination of simmering racism 
and economic decline has made the former GDR a fertile 
breeding ground for fascist organizing. 

An anti-fascist strategy must take these and other 
issues into account - it must avoid falling into the trap of 
'single-issue" politics. So, it has to be placed within a 
larger context of the struggle against capitalism, racism, 
sexism, etc, There are no easy solutions to the questions 
that these issues raise. The realization that many East 
Germans are indeed racist is not something that can be 
met only with moral condemnation or violence - there 
must be dialogue and interaction. Beating them up isn't 
going to necessarily tum them into an anti-fascists. The 
left must offer practical altematives; and its politics must 
be relevant and accessible in relation to the everyday 
struggles of not only the German working class but 
refugees and immigrants who face fascist violence. 
Clearly, meeting organized fascist violence requires a 
militant response but this can be only one apsect of an 
anti-fascist strategy. This struggle must be fought on 
many different levels whether on the streets, in the facto- 
ries or simply trying to win over people's "hearts and 
minds". 

(From Arm The Spirit 814/15 Aug.-De.c 1992) 


“The Real Arsonists Are In Bonn!" 


Fascist Violence Continues To Increase In Germany 


On May 29, 5 Turkish people were murdered by neo-Nazis in a firebomb attack on their home in Solingen, Germany. 
This attack occured only days after the German parliament voted to abolish Article 16 of the German constitution 
which granted asylum to those who faced political persecution in their homeland. The following is an edited 
compilation of articles and updates that were posted by ATS in various newsgroups on Internet - a global computer 
network - during the days that followed the initial fascist attack. We apologise for any inconsistencies in continuity 


or clarity. 


Solingen is a town of about 166,000 inhabitants, 

including some 20,000 non-German nationals, about 
8,000 of whom are Turkish. The town, which is about 
20km from both Cologne and Dusseldorf, and near to 
Wuppertal, has not been immune from right-wing vio- 
lence over the last few years. In fact, the firebomb attack 
on May 29 which murdered five Turks was, in some 
ways, not unexpected. 
Like Wuppertal, Solingen is a stronghold for the 
neo-nazi NPD [National Party Germany] party. In the last 
elections, the NPD won 4% of the vote in Solingen. The 
Republikaner Partei and other far-right groups like the 
Bergische Front have often campaigned in the area. The 
autonomist/anti-fascist scene in Solingen, on the other 
hand, is fairly new and young, but an infoshop was 
established earlier this year by local autonomists. 

In January, a mosque was firebombed in Solingen, 
and the windows of foreigners’ houses have been 
smashed over the past few months. Nazi graffiti is com- 
mon in the area, and the girlfriend of the singer of the 
German fascist band Storkraft lives in Solingen, thus the 
city is often visited by members of the Dusseldorf nazi- 
scene. There have been confrontations in the past be- 
tween nazis and anti-fascist punks, and one punk is still in 
hospital after one such attack. All of this makes the CDU 
[Christian Democrat] mayor seem insincere at best, for 
after the murders last weekend, he commented: “I can’t 
understand how something like this could happen in 
Solingen.” 

Theneighbors of the murdered Turkish family have 
stated that on the night before the attack, young neo-nazis 
were shouting nazi slogans in a near-by playground. The 
neighbours called the police, but the police never came. 
Apparently, nazis often gathered in this playground or in 
the fields near the Turks’ house. Once, the police did 
arrive when the youths were painting swastikas on the 
wall, but after a friendly conversation, the youths were 
allowed to leave. The local firemen have also come into 
controversy; although the fire station is only 2 minutes 
away from the bumed-out house, fire-fighters did not 
arrive on the scene until nearly 30 minutes after the fire 
started. 

The attack in Solingen, which came two days after 
the German government caved into far-right pressure and 
changed the country's asylum laws to severely restrict 
the influx of refugees and immigrants into Germany, was 
not the only such attack that weekend. A refugee home in 
Hattingen was firebombed and 3 Ethiopian girls were 
injured, a refugee house in Munich was attacked, and a 
mainly Turkish house in Wuppertal was attacked. Other 
attacks were reported elsewhere in Germany. One CDU 
official, giving further justification to the nazi attacks, 
stated that they were a “response to the left-terrorist riots 
which took place as we changed the law.” 


“The Real Arsonists Are In Bonn!” 

On the Saturday morning after the murders, a spon- 
taneous Turkish demo was held. Later in the day, two 
larger demos were held, one of nationalist and Islamic 
Turks, and another of German citizens, autonomists, and 
left-radical Turkish organizations like TKP/ML [Turkish 
Communist Party/Marxist-Leninist] and supporters of 
Devrimci Sol (Revolutionary Left]. Roads were blocked, 
German government officials were shouted down, and a 
branch of the Deutsche Bank was attacked. In the eve- 
ning, there were still 4,000 people in the streets. Fires 


were lit in the streets and police retreated after stones 
were thrown at them. In general, the police were forced to 
tolerate people's anger and not attack the demonstrators 
on account of all the intemational media presence in 
Solingen. 

On Sunday, another large demo was held in Solin- 
gen. There were some confrontations at this demo be- 
tween left-wing Turks and fascist Turks from the Grey 
Wolves, but most of the right-wing and nationalist Turks 
broke off and formed their own peaceful march with the 
Islamic Turks. Throughout Sunday moming, roads, in- 
cluding the Autobahn, were blocked. Germans in one 
apartment complex threw beer bottles at the demo, and 
young Turks responded by attacking the building and 
smashing the windows. Police had to fire waming shots 
to chase the youths away. More violence broke out when 
the car of the labour department minister Blüm was 
attacked. In general, the Turks did not want to listen to 
anything any German government officials had to say, 
and rightly so. 

The demo continued all day and militant fighting 
broke out once more as night fell. Nearly all the stores in 
Solingen were attacked and many were looted; a BP 
petrol station was destroyed, as was another office of the 
Deutsche Bank. A tire shop and a mattress store were 
looted in order to make large fires in the streets. A bus was 
damaged, and a police depot was attacked. The rioting 
continued until about 3am. The media tried to blame 
“violent autonomists” for the riots, although the 5,000 
people in the streets were almost all Turkish. One cop was 
injured and 17 people were arrested on Sunday night. 

On Monday moming, demos were once again held. 
Police presence in Solingen was now very heavy, and 
units of the anti-terrorist GSG-9 force were mobilized. 
Marches and vigils continued all day, and when night 
came, street fighting broke out once more. There were 
again some problems with the fascist Grey Wolves, but 
most of anger was directed against police and whatever 
stores and offices had been missed during the previous 
riots. There were also riots in Bremen and Bonn as well as 
demos in Berlin and Hamburg. More riots are expected in 
Germany this week as immigrant organizations, left- 
wing Turkish groups, and autonomists are all planning 
demos in many cities. It is also feared that the police will 
be heavy-handed at the demos, for although the police 
were forced to back-off during the initial riots in Solingen 
because of all the international media attention, the Ger- 
man media and Chancellor Kohl have now begun a 
smear-campaign against leftist youths (both German and 
Turkish), saying for example: "Hundreds of Turks, led by 
Autonomen, rampaged through the city-centre, setting 
fires and looting stores." 


Open borders for alll 
Attack the fascists wherever they are! 


(information for this article was supplied by autonomist 
comrades from Wuppertal) 


Violent Demonstrations Spread To More German 
Cities 

On Wednesday night, more violent demonstrations 
were held by Turkish protestors and German auton- 
omists. In Hamburg, 29 police were injured after hours of 
street-fighting. Attacks on property caused damage of 
over one milion DM, and there were only 32 arrests. 

V 


Grief also tumed to anger once again after a memo- 
rial service for the five murdered Turks in Cologne, when 
about 150 Turkish youths rioted in the downtown area, 
smashing windows and chanting anti-fascist slogans. 
The youths caused 500,000 DM damage; there were 22 
arrests. 
Disturbances were also reported in Solingen. In 
fact, there have been riots every night in Germany since 
Saturday to protest the killing of five Turks who died in 
a neo-nazi firebomb attack. But the German authorities 
still refuse to criminalize the German far-right, insisting 
that the attack was the work of a crazed individual and 
was not an act of right-wing terror. On the other hand, the 
German autonomous anti-fascist movement is consid- 
ered "criminal" by the German authorities. 

In other news, the neo-nazi NPD party planned to 
hold its pasty conference in Bavaria this weekend, but 
police cancelled the event, stating that they were far too 
busy trying to contain Turkish and left-wing rioters to 
take time to try and protect the NPD conference. 


(information supplied by autonomist comrades in Wup- 
pertal) 


More Neo-Nazi Attacks In Germany 

On Saturday June 5, a family of Turks in the town 
of Hattingen narrowly escaped death when they jumped 
out of the windows of their house which had been set on 
fire by neo-nazis. And in the town of Konstanz, a Turkish 
restaurant was destroyed by fire in what also appears to 
have been a right-wing terrorist attack. 

Despite these latest attacks, Chancellor Kohl’s 
German government has still failed to fully lay the blame 
on and criminalize far-right extremist groups. In the 
Solingen attack, the government was initially claiming 
that the deed was the work of a crazed individual youth, 
but the arrest last week of four more neo-nazis in connec- 
tion with the Solingen murders has made this claim by the 
German authorities look truly foolish. Of those arrested 
last week, one man is a 23 year-old soldier and a member 
of the far-right DVU (German People's Union) party. 
The second is a 20 year-old man who was dismissed from 
the army for being a member of the far-right Bergische 
Front organization; this man also helped found aneo-nazi 
martial arts club in Solingen, a club which often provides 
thugs to act as security guards for far-right political 
events. The other two men arrested were both 16 years- 
old, one a football hooligan and a member of the neo-nazi 
karate club, and the other the son of a doctor with no 
known connections to the local skinhead scene. 

In Solingen, more than 15,000 people held an anti- 
racist demonstration on Saturday to once again denounce 
the racist murder of the five Turks, and once again, 
clashes erupted with police which resulted in arrests and 
injuries to both police and demonstrators. Also at this 
demo, however, 16 people were injured in clashes be- 
tween leftists (Turks, Kurds, and German autonomists) 
and members of the fascist Turkish organization the Gray 
Wolves. Demonstrations were held in other German 
cities as well, and in Frankfurt/Darmstadt, several high- 
ways were blockaded by left-wing demonstrators. 


(information supplied by Wuppertal autonomists) 


Anti-Fascists Denounce Kohl - Resistance Continues 

In a report issued last week by the German goven- 
ment, there have been a total of 561 attacks on foreigners, 
50 on leftists, and 24 anti-semitic attacks carried out by 
right-wing extremists in Germany so far in 1993. Just in 
the past few days, at least four more Turkish houses were 
firebombed by right-wingers, but the German govem- 
ment has still taken no steps to stop this right-wing terror, 
and Chancellor Kohl has not even had the decency to 
publicly denounce the right-wing and to express his 
solidarity with foreigners (presumably because he feels 
none). On Monday, Kohl stated that he stayed away from 
memorial services for the five Turkish women killed in 
Solingen because he “didn’t want to be jeered at in front 


of TV cameras.” 

When Kohl visited the newly-renovated Berlin 
Cathedral on Sunday June 6, more than 1000 anti-fascists 
held an angry demo outside and tried to pelt the German 
leader with eggs. Even inside the church, several paris- 
honers were arrested by police; one walked up to Kohl's 
face and shouted "Hypocritel", and two others were 
dragged off after unfurling a banner that read “The Real 
Arsonists Are in Bonn", a slogan referring to the German 
govemment's decision to scrap that country's liberal 
asylum laws, a racist move that was a direct caving-in to 

sure from neo-nazi terror groups. 

On Mondsy, four Turkish vouths set fire to the 
offices of the CSU party (a conservative christian demo- 
cratic party; part of Kohl's ruling conservative coalition) 
in the town of Aschaffenburg. Unfortunately, the youths 
were arrested. 

Last weekend, violent demonstrations were held in 
Berlin, Stuttgart, and Solingen. In the working-class 
neighborhood of Kreuzberg in Berlin, Turks and auton- 
omists erected barricades and attacked police with stones 
and molotovs. At least 3 police were injured and 5 people 
were arrested. In Stuttgart, more than 85 Turks were 
arrested after a rampage which included an attack on a bar 
frequented by American soldiers. In Solingen last Satur- 
day, street-fighting broke out after a mass-demonstration 
of more than 15000 people. The number of injured cops 
and demonstrators was an even 36. At least 31 people 
were arrested on charges of weapons possession (includ- 
ing knives and guns), and more than 350 others were 
detained on riot-related charges as the unrest continued 
until early morning. 

During the Solingen demo, fights broke out be- 
tween leftists and members of the Turkish fascist organi- 
zation the Gray Wolves. (It is interesting to note that the 
American media simply refers to the Gray Wolves as 
“extremists” and fails to mention that they are right- 
wingers; the Gray Wolves are fascists. This ‘oversight’ 
on the part of the media is obviously designed to equate 
right- and left-wing violence, which is absurd. There is no 
similarity whatsoever between right-wing murders of 
foreigners or leftists and left-wing/anti-fascist attacks 
against police and capitalist property.) During the Solin- 
gen demo, police formed a ‘Kessel’ around a group of 
200 Gray Wolves and detained them on the street for 


several hours. Then, about 30 (see above) were arrested 
and will most likely be deported to Turkey. On the one 
hand, this doesn't seem like a bad thing, since they are 
fascists, but on the other hand, the motive behind this 
deportation is racist (they are Turks) and not political (for 
the police are also right-wing). 

Federal prosecutor Alexander von Stahl finally 
released more information on the Solingen murders. It 
seems that the two 16 year-olds spread gasoline on carpet 
and newspapers in the entrance of the Turks home while 
the two older fascists (also now in custody) stood guard. 
(This exact same method of breaking into the entrace hall 
and spreading gasoline and newspapers was used in the 
recent attack in Hattingen which nearly killed a Turkish 
family, but police still insist the attacks were not coordi- 
nated.) But despite the fact that three of the four murder- 
ers were active in far-right political organizations, van 
Stahl still refuses to admit that there was any organized 
right-wing intent behind the murders. He insists the 
youths were just angry and drunk. Again, despite the fact 
that the German autonomist anti-fascist movement is 
considered “criminal” by the government and hundreds 
of anti-fascists and Turks have been arrested during the 
unrest of the past week, neo-nazis are still walking the 
streets, still doing political organizing, stil] attacking 
foreigners... 

In general, the far-right seems to have made a 
conscious re- adjustment in its policy. Most of the recent 
right-wing attacks have been aimed at foreigners who are 
long-time residents in Germany, especially Turks, rather 
than refugees. This is understandable; for the past 18 
months or so, the far-right carried out coordinated attacks 
on refugees, and the German government responded by 
changing Germany's asylum laws and closing off 
Germany's borders. In other words, the nazi terror-cam- 
paign was a complete success andthe right-wing got what 
it wanted. Now they have tumed their focus to other 
foreigners living in Germany with the aim of having 
Germany change its laws regarding foreigners living in 
Germany. Given Kohl's recent conduct, he may be 
sympathetic to this aim himself. 

(information taken from autonomist and capitalist media 
sources) 


(From Arm The Spirit Info Bulletin 81 - June 1993) 
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Interview With Autonome Antifa (M) continued 


phone call is activated, calling together in a relatively 
short period of time a few dozen people. Be sure, with 
every political initiative, we're trying again and again to 
involve people from all different stratums. The difficul- 
ties with that were mentioned earlier on. 


What is the level of pressure that is being put on the 
fascists on the streets? Are there any notable or land- 
mark victories? 


We already tried to answer that a bit in the first 
question, so we'll give you just a few examples of well- 
done direct actions against fascists. 

Inthe carly '80s whenthe militant neo-nazis started 
to show theirfaces, several attacks were launched against 
their infra-structure and leading figures. A famous one is 
that against a “Wehrsportlager” (fascist training camp) 
near Celle in north Germany. In December '84 an antifas- 
cist commando unit set the whole place on fire. Most of 
the barracks, five lorries, five jeeps, several vans, trailers 
with rubber dinghies, tents, uniforms, the radio operation 
office, etc., burnt to ashes. The damage inflicted upon the 
fascist logistics went into the millions. 

In June '89 another antifascist commando unit 
stormed the flat of neo-nazi leader, Christian Worch, 
dressed like a police special riot squad (wearing masks, 
etc.). He believed himself arrested and was easily over- 
powered. Loads of fascist files and records as well as 
other interesting material changed ownership. It took a 
while forthe fascists to realize who the uninvited visitors 


were. 

The FAP Headquarters in Mackenroad near Gottin- 
gen was attacked by 30 anti-fascists in October '91. A 
short skirmish took place in which 15 of the fascists got 
their heads kicked in, none of the anti-fascists were 
injured, These are just three well executed militant direct 
actions from a long list of... let's say “practical” amti- 
fascist activities. 


Autonome Antifa(M) 

Part of Antifaschistische Aktion/ 
Bundesweite Organisation 
(Antifascist Action/Nationwide 
Organisation) 


(From Fighting Talk #6 - Fall 1993) 


Interview With Antifa Genclik 


Interview With A Turkish Anti-Fascist After The Solingen Murders 


During the demos after the Solingen murders, there 
were lots of Turkish youths present who were carry- 
ing Turkish flags and making the Grey Wolves hand- 
sign. Were they all right-wing, even Grey Wolves? 


Antifa-Genclik: I think that most of the youths that were 
inthe streets, both in Solingen and here in Koeln, were not 
really in the Grey Wolves. Many youths went into the 
streets with Turkish flags because the neo-nazi attacks 
had been directed against Turks. They wanted to give 
themselves an identity in the face of racism and fascist 
murders. - 

Of course, there were some organized Grey Wolves 
amongst these youths who were seeking to use these 
youths for their own ends. After the first night of rioting, 
when lots of unpolitical and unorganized youths took 
part, Grey Wolves from other areas came to Solingen to 
show their strength there, to show that they were there, 
too. 


I think it's a mistake to lump all of the youths 
together with the Grey Wolves. It's true, they have a 
nationalist orientation, but they are not necessarily fas- 
cists. I think that we can also win over these youths to join 
in with antifa actions, in which we could create a continu- 
ity of political work with them. 


Can you explain something about the conflict between 
groups of Turkish youths during the Anti-German 
League mobilization which took place on June 9? Was 
it right to isolate this group? 





On Monday November 15th the police arrested 
four anti-fascists in Berlin. They searched several 
apartments and are still looking for an unknown num- 
ber of anti-fascists. 

Those arrested have been accused of murder, at- 
tempted murder, abetting a murder and assault. They 
were arrested on the basis of statements given to the 
police by a person who said that s/he was one of the 
assailants. The identity of this person is still unknown. 

The four anti-fascists are accused of murdering 
Gerhard Kaindl, a high-ranking member of the german 
fascist party "Deutsche Liga fur Volk und Heimat" 
(DL). The DL is a fascist group that has made attempts 
to unify the different individual fascists and fascist 
groups in Germany. Kaindl was stabbed to death in 
April 1992 during a fascist meeting. The german fed- 
eral police only investigated one possibility: that the 
murder was the work of the militant anti-fascist resis- 
tance. In particular, the police investigated the Kur- 
dish/Turkish antifa group “Antifascist Genclik” (Anti- 
Fascist Youth). 

In 1992 the police searched some apartments and 
kept several well-known anti-fascists under surveil- 
lance. After afew months, newspapers reported thatthe 
investigation had ended without results. Information 
from the police was published in several different 
fascist newspapers and magazines, however. In Octo- 
ber, 1992, “Deutsche Rundschau”, the party newspa- 
per of the DL published the addresses and photos of 
several people that they accused of being responsible 
for the killing of Kaindl. They also reported that all 
eight people who they accused of having participated 
in the killing were known by the police. 

Once more it was obvious that the police and 
fascists had been collaborating. 

The federal police wantto destroy the anti-fascist 
resistance. The attempt to destroy "Antifascist Gen- 


Freedom For Kurdish And Turkish Anti-Fascists 






Antifa-Genclik: Ithought it was very important 
10 throw this group out of the antifa demo, for 
this reason: Within this group (Anti-German f 
League), there were organized members of the 
Grey Wolves who were stirring up the youths. 
They incited chants like "Turkey! Turkey!" and 
“Turkey for the Turks!” and “Kill the Kurds!” 
and so on. 

After some comrades discussed matters 
with these youths and tried to explain what the 
star and half-moon of the Turkish flag symbol- 
ize in Turkey - namely fascist terror and genocide against 
Kurds - these youths were so stirred up that they did not 
take down the flags, and they even provoked antifas by 
flashing the Grey Wolves handsign. 

Politically, it was right to isolate them. But I also 
think it’s right to maintain contact with those youths that 
are not members of the Grey Wolves. 


Left-wing Turkish organizations take a different line, 
saying that such people are right-wing and must be 
fought against and they want nothing to do with them. 


Antifa-Genclik: As for the events in Solingen, this spon- 
taneous radicalization of youths - to which the Grey 
Wolves joined in later - the Turkish left says: All people 
carrying Turkish flags are, in our eyes, fascists. I think 
that's a political mistake. I think that there were youths 
from democratic and Kurdish families who identified 
with this flag during the June 9 demo in Koeln and during 
the memorial services. The attack (in Solingen) was 





clik" is well-aimed and well-prepared. — They have 
been targeted this group for a long time. "Antifascist 
Genclik" have proven itself to be a group with a strong 
base among Kurdish and Turkish youth. Also, they had 
a public image of being militant in their stand against 
racism and fascism and were therefore easy to target. 

The strategy is well-known: Some supposed 
"leaders" are arrested and prosecuted, a group is 
blamed for the incident and a repressive political cli- 
mate is created which is supposed to prevent collective 
Political action. The media supports this climate by 
reporting that the investigation is becoming more in- 
tensive and includes more and more people. By this 
threat they hope to prevent solidarity-work with the 
people who are political or with the imprisoned people. 

Preventing solidarity and splitting the movement 
are some of the tools of the federal police. 

The strategy of the federal police is now obvious. 
They are focusing the blame not only on our arrested 
comrades and on "Antifascist Genclik", but on the 
whole anti-fascist movement in Berlin, which is an 
important part of the left as a wole in Berlin. 
Therefore: 

























Organize Solidarity With Arrested And Prosecuted 
Anti-Fascists! 

Freedom For All Anti-Fascists! 

Death To Fascism! 








(via Rote Hilfe in Berlin) 







Note: Since the writing of the above article a fifth 
person, Bahretin, has been arrested. For more info, 
write: FreundInnen und UnterstuetzerInnen c/o 
Kreuzbuero, Grossbeerenstr. 89, 10963 Berlon, 
Germany 
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directed against Turks. The youths, of course, don't know 
where to turn to resist racist attacks. So the only thing they 
can show in opposition is this flag. This is similar to the 
politics of the Turkish government. Displaying this flag 
is an attempt by third-generation Turks in Germany to 
regain a sense of nationalism which they have lost. 

When the Turkish left reacts the way it did and 
characterizes everyone carrying a flag as a fascist, then I 
think they isolate themselves. 


What position was taken by Kurdish organizations? 


Antifa-Genclik: After the events in Solingen, the German 
and Turkish media stated that the riots were started by 
Kurds; the struggles between fascists and leftists were 
represented as struggles between Turks and Kurds. 

The ERNK issued a press release which con- 
demned the Solingen murders, but which also stated that 
they wanted to avoid organized activities because Turk- 
ish fascists were taking part in many anti-racist actions, 
demos, etc. 

Some Kurdish people think that the Turkish secret 
service helped organize the Solingen murders in order to 
win overthe Turkish immigrants in Germany overto their 
side to help combat the Kurdish liberation struggle. 

Individual Kurds took part in the actions, but Kur- 
dish organizations held back. 

Many Kurdish people were threatened by Turkish 
right-wingers, and some houses, businesses, and associa- 
tions were attacked by Turkish fascists. Kurdish people 
were beaten in the streets, and some received threatening 
letters. 


Do you think that it was a coincidence that the memo- 
rial service for the Solingen victims took place in the 
(fundamentalist) Ditib Mosque in Koeln? 


Antifa-Genclik: It could be a coincidence, but I don’t 
think so, because there have been reports that the Genc 
family from Solingen was pressured by a man named 
Imam from the NRW. He said the event should take place 
in Koeln. 

It could be that they consciously held the event in 
Koeln in order to strengthen the peoples’ national and 
teligious feeling. And to show that thousands of Islamic 
people could pray together, that they could gather 10,000 
people and be a strong community. 


What are the main goals of the Grey Wolves in Ger- 
many? 


Antifa-Genclik: It’s hard to say exactly. One can only 
guess. I think their primary goal is to spread their ideol- 
ogy amongst the Turkish immigrants, and also to build 
strong tics with German fascists, so that they can become 
a strong force in Turkey and become important figures in 


the Buropean and international fascist movement. 

Secondly, as I mentioned earlier, they want to 
strengthen nationalist sentiments amongst the youth so 
that they can approach their goal of “Great Turkey”. They 
want to build a “Great Turkey” which stretches from the 
Balkans to Asia Minor. 


We have beard reports of cooperation between the 
FAP and the Grey Wolves. What do you know of this? 


Antifa-Genclik: In 1992, before the attack in Moelln, the. 
heads of the Grey Wolves, the Tyerkesch, came to Ger- 
many from Turkey. They wanted to organize a meeting to 
make known their visit and to propagate their “Great 
Turkey” notion. 

To do this, they contacted the FAP. The FAP then 
rented them a room in Duisburg under the motto “Soli- 
darity With Kurdistan". 

In 1992, there was a popular uprising in Kurdistan 
in Cizre and Simak. In line with this, many actions were 
carried out in Germany which had to do with Kurdistan, 
solidarity actions of Kurds, Turks, and Germans. 

So, the FAP rented a room under this motto. And 
they demanded protection from the state and the cops, 
because they feared an attack on the meeting by Turkish 
fascists! 

After a strong anti-fascist coalition was formed 
between autonomists and Turkish and Kurdish leftists, in 
order to prevent this Turkish fascist meeting, the city 
stepped in and cancelled the meeting because they real- 
ized that it was not Kurds that wanted to put on this 
meeting, but rather Turkish and German fascists, work- 
ing together again for the first time in years. 

But there's more to the relationship between the 
FAP, NF, DL, and the Grey Wolves, who are known as 
Bozkurt. “Boz” means grey and “Kurt” is wolf. | make 
mention of Bozkurt so that, in future, German leftists will 
know what's up when they see "Bozkurt" on posters, 
flyers, and banners. The Grey Wolves aren't going to 
write in German on their posters. So, they are known as 
Bozkurt, or also as “Ulusal Genclik” (National Youth) or 
*Huer Genclik" (Free Youth). 

It's also a fact that the Turkish fascist scene is well- 
informed about the workings of the Turkish and Kurdish 
left. At any time, they could, if given the opportunity, 
prepare actions and, like the anti-antifa or other neo- 
nazis, carry out firebombings. 

In this realm, the Turkish left is weak when com- 
pared to the fascists. They know nothing of their enemy. 
True, they are fighting an enemy: fascism, capitalism, 
imperialism. But when it comes to praxis, they have no 
idea where the enemy is. 

One exception is the Kurdish left, because they do 
know where Turkish fascists are organizing. 


We think that, during the demos and actions after the 
Solingen murders, a new self-consciousness arose 
amongst immigrantsin Germany, namely that they no 
longer have to sit by and passively observe fascist 
terror. What can you all say regarding this? 


Antifa-Genclik: We also see this new development as 
something very positive. It's like this: Our parents, who 
came here in the 60s and 70s, and who characterized 
themselves as guest-workers, say that we should not 
oppose the German state and people, that we should not 
resist. We should just accept things as they are. 

The new generation, the third- and also the fourth- 
generation, began to understand by the late-80s, when the 
Wall came down, that immigrants had to organize them- 
selves, and that they had to wage resistance to fascism 
and racism, albeit institutionalized or individual racism. 
During the most recent events, in Moelln and Solingen, it 
was clear that many people were frustrated and angry 
with the state because of everything they were being 
subjected to and with being treated as inferiors, and that 
they had had enough of being treated like this and being 


always made to capitulate. So they knew they had to 
organize. 

Now I think there's the danger that the Grey Wolves 
will exploit this rebellion, this turmoil among immi- 
grants. In fact, I'm sure the Grey Wolves received amajor 
boost after the events in Solingen. But this will recede 

After such attacks, the thing immigrants can do is 
organize ourselves better, set our own goals, and con- 
sciously build up self-protection groups in neighbor- 
hoods. These already exist in some cities: self-organized 
anti-fascist groups which go out on the streets every night 
or every weekend and see what posters have gone up in 
the neighborhood, then they can react quickly. I think, at 
this point, such groups need to be built in all neighbor- 
hoods, to protect the neighborhood at all times from 
racist, fascist, and sexist attacks. 

And then we need to try to bring all these groups 
together, perhaps under some form of coordination 
group, so that they can better display their resistance in 
public. 


And what's also dangerous: After Solingen and 
Moelin, many youths acted in an emotional fashion for 
the first time, their first blind rage. Many of them only 
dared during those few days to go out on the streets and 
do something. They finally realized that they can't live 
here so easily anymore. But as soon as fascist attacks fade 
from the headlines, this radicalism among the youth will 
also disappear. 

That's why we, as better-organized anti-fascist 
immigrants, need to make continuous political work 
among the youth. We need to hold meetings, parties, 
presentations, concerts, and other such things, so that we 
are always in contact with one another. We need to make 
it clear that the attacks were not just carried out by a few 
drunken youths, but rather by organized fascists who are 
supported by politicians; these attacks were state policy. 
The fact that the attacks and murders took place immedi- 
ately after the right to asylum was scrapped shows just 
how well nazis and politicians work together. 


(Agitare Bene #65) 





Stop the Nazi Papers! 


Because the various warnings and actions at several 
businesses and stores apparently didn't work about 50 
newspaper stores were visited in 11 districts of Berlin, 
Germany on the night of October 4th to 5th, 1993. Three 
kiosks were torched and several were covered with a foul 
smelling substance. Many locks were also glued and the 
reason for the attack left behind in spraypaint and stick- 
ers. 

For almost one year a campaign has been waged 
against the public sale of fascist newspapers in kiosks. By 
fascist papers we mean those which work toward a new 
dictatorial or fascist social order. They deny or downplay 
the holocaust, demand the retum of the former “Eastern 
Regions” to Germany, spread racist agitation and see the 
only role for women in “peace times” at the home and in 
front of the oven. These papers more or less deny the right 
of existence for all Jews and all who aren't white, German 
and healthy as well as all leftists. These papers have 
different approaches; they speak to different sections of 
the population and are openly fascist to varying degrees. 

One of the papers we targeted, the Junge Freiheit 
(Young Freedom) is especially dangerous, and not just 
because it will move to a weekly format in 1994. The 
Junge Freiheit was started in 1986 as an intemal theory 
organ. Since then it has a print run of 30,000. An impor- 
tant goal of the Junge Freiheit is promoting contact and 
cooperation among conservatives, extreme rightists, 
Christian Democrat functionaries, right wing professors, 
Republikaners, Nationalists and national revolutionar- 
ies. Many present and former functionaries of fascist 
groups write in the Junge Freiheit. The Junge Freiheit 
intelisctualizes fascist positions and packages them as 
conservative. In this way the makers of the paper want to 
attain not only political power, but most importantly 
cultural dominance. 
Anti-fascism for us is more than just fighting 
against Nazis and their press. Practical anti-fascist work 
for us is a part of the struggle against bosses, politicians, 








sexists and racists, against this imperialist normality. A 
part of this normality is the mass of softpornshit which lie 
around in almost all kiosks. This marketing of women’s 
and children's bodies, this sexist and he TERRORsexist 
propaganda makes us sick. 

We don't however fight the fascist papers in order 
to defend this mock democracy, but because they are an 
obstacle on the path to liberation, because they support 
and legitimize the arsonist murderers with their racist 
agitation and because they are a motor which pushes this 
society increasingly rightward. 


Fight The System! 
No Foothold For Fascists! 


Prevent The Weekly Publication Of Junge Freiheit 


Antifascist lesbian/women groups and other antifas- 
cist groups. 


Documentation On The 
Antifaschistische Aktion/ 


Bundesweit Organisation 


Includes: Discussion Paper On Autonomist Organiz- 
ing By Autonome Antifa (M), On The Meaning And 
Purpose Of A Nation-Wide Organization, Fundamen- 
tals Of The Antifaschistische Aktion/Bundesweit 
Organisation (AA/BO) and two interviews. Note: 
Antifaschistsche Aktion/Bundesweit Organisation = 
Anti-fascist Action/Nation-Wide Organization 





Discussion Paper On Autonomist Organizing 


Ever more people in the autonomist spectrum are 
dealing with the question of developing further perspec- 
tives on political work. 

During campaigns, actions, and meetings, just as 
with the discussions which have their own content and 
structures, the lack of continuity and commitment within 
the autonomist ‘condition’ is frequently lamented. A 
minimum of political continuity is, at best, carried on by 
a few people. As a result of this, few people from the 
stronger autonomist movement of years past are still 
politically active today. 

The fragmentary discussions concerning the his- 
tory and content of the autonomist movement have 
brought to light very different grounds for our present 
weaknesses, but still little has changed up until today. 

A few years ago we ceased being a politically 
relevant movement, and we have virtually disappeared 
from public discussions and the mass media. 


A Look Back 

After the decline of the K-Groups, who, until the 
end of the 70's, were the basis of extra-parliamentary 
struggle, new fields of resistance developed at the begin- 
ning of the 80's, like the anti-AKW movement [the anti- 
nuclear movement - ed.] and the squatters' struggle 
within the autonomist movement. 

The autonomist movement was characterized by its 
struggle against the West German imperialist state, espe- 
cially through the use of militant means. 

In contrast to the strictly hierarchical K-Groups, 
whose main focus was the workers in the factories, 
various autonomist parties and other similiar organiza- 
tional structures argued that human liberation should be 
struggled for directly, without hierarchical structures and 
forms of organization. 

These people believed that living collectively in 
squatted houses and struggling together against imperial- 
ist projects would bring about real change, and this took 
up much of the movement's energy. These hopes for 
change, when translated into a militant, left-radical poli- 
tics, eventually went beyond the confines of the auton- 
omist segment of the base-movement and made auton- 
omist politics a political factor and a matter of great 
public interest. 

Groups formed out of the collective living in the 
squats. But beyond this, organizational structures did not 
develop. 

The West German state reacted to this movement in 
varying degrees. By evicting many occupied houses and 
by continuing to push through imperialist projects 
(Startbahn-West, Brokdorf, Gorleben), coupled with 
martial police violence, the autonomist movement was 


placed in a difficult position. The political centres and 
living collectives disintegrated, and during this time 
many political groups folded as well. 

The state, at the same time, exposed the weakness 
of the radical movement. This was aided by more suc- 
cessful and satisfying strategies, such as the depoliticiza- 
tion of autonomist content, lifestylism, drugs, etc., and 
the rise of left-reformist movements, like the Greens, 
which siphoned off many former left-radicals and 
dragged them into a renewed attempt at parliamentary 
work. 

With the disintegration of the base-movement, of 
which the autonomes were a significant segment, and 
with more people retreating to the Green Party, the 
autonomes became increasingly socially isolated. Be- 
cause of their barely existing organization structures, it 
became increasingly difficult to be taken seriously in 
public and to inject a radical political offensive into the 
society’s discussion process. 

The still-existing political centers, squatted houses, 
info-shops, etc., which previously put autonomist poli- 
tics on the offensive, developed into social niches which 
gave off fewer and fewer impulses to the outside world. 

Autonomist slogans, like “Defeat the Imperialist 
System!", had at best a few moments of realistic and 
practical meaning for people during militant struggles. 
After confrontations with the state's power, which re- 
vealed our own weaknesses and defeats, these slogans 
became nothing more than verbally radical expressions 
of our desire for reality. 


Starting Points 

In large segments of the scene, political goals are 
now just things which keep niches alive. 

Society's violence-relationships and the political 
changes which we see taking place in Germany's impe- 
rialist metropoles are still in full swing; and the political 
changes affect the niches as well. 

Since the autonomist community is a part of the 
larger social community, ridding our movement of state- 
acceptng structures and mechanisms is hardly possible, 
let alone can we hope to create truly free spaces. It’s 
impossible to create free-spaces with purely unhierarchi- 
cal living relationships within imperialist metropoles. 
The context within which we live is dictated by the 
society in which we live. Existing niches should be used 
forpolitical agitation, but they shouldn't be declared ends 
in themselves 

Today, as imperialism marches on, leaving behind 
the old East-West conflict as it escalates the North-South 
conflict, we are faced with a general lack of orientation 
and we can hardly expect to book any great political 


successes. It is crucial that we begin to develop new 
points of orientation for left-radical politics, otherwise 
we'll either appear frustrated or end up as a politically 
toothless group of folklore troops. 

Our goal is to organize an autonomist political 
offensive developed from the past forms and content of 
the autonomist movement and adapted to existing struc- 
tures. 

We must create windows of opportunity which will 
allow us, both regionally and further afield, to outgrow 
our inner inconsistencies. These inconsistencies come to 
light a lot these days whenever mixed groups break down 
because of their lack of a discussion about their own 
partiachal structures, or whenever personal conflict get 
dragged into political matters, or on account of the inabil- 
ity to convert militant claims into practice. We have to 
work towards positions and develop strategies which 
have an attractive force and which will once again make 
us a factor in social processes, while at the same time 
attacking the ruling powers and making a political per- 
spective which aims at effecting chages in the social 
condition. The form of organization necessary will be 
determined by the desired goal. 


Open Thoughts 

One of the main purposes of organizing is to make 
content and positions perceptible. Along with this, we 
feel its important for us to rethink how we've dealt with 
the media in the past. That means making a close inspec- 
tion of the power of the media as an instrument of truth 
which shapes peoples’ consciousness. Despite the fact 
that the few reports of the Autonomes which make the 
media are utterlly false, nonetheless things which reach 
the media are perceptible and become a part of the 
public's interest. 

Thedevelopment and portrayal of the fascists is due 
to reporters, who offer but lightly critical reports and 
negative press. The media are to a large degree respon- 
sible for the fascists’ “radiative” appeal. 

Of course, this doesn’t mean to bring into line all 
content and actions, because we'd quickly become a 
spectacle ourselves, but rather to add some tactical dis- 
cussions and actions on this point. That’s why we find it 
important, at least with members of the press, to explain 
our own positions correctly, and some times we even 
seek out the press. So it seems it would be worthwhile to 
set up regional agencies to distribute our own press 
statements regarding actions, 

At the very least we need to develop our own media 
(newspapers, events, radio reports, etc) which can cover 
radical political developments, make discussions pos- 
sible, and increase the flow and exchange of information. 


Cultural Relevance As A Further Developing Per- 
spective 


In the introduction of this text we explained the 
reason forneeding a further developing perspective, one 
which can initiate a politics of social change. One aspect 
of this perspective is the creation of a counter-culmre, and 
pushing the movement into all aspects of society. 

But counter-culture is more than creating one’s 
own, ‘different’ fashion, music, or slang. It must be 
grounded in reality and must not become fixated on itself. 
It must be open to change, or it will crumble. That means, 
the movement has to illustrate and create alternatives for 
all relevant social services. It has to challenge the 
society's economic foundations, a most decisive prelude 
to revolutionary change. What we'd like to see is “a 
radical change in all sectors of life come about from out 
of a revolutionary consciousness, one which spreads out, 
full of sensitivity and intellect." (Punk-Panther 1990) 

In the end, annihilating 'civil' living standards and 
state-doctrines will only have results if it causes people to 
then interpret the world in a different way, to possess 
different feelings, morals, and cultural values than they 
did in the old society. 

What's more, this struggle for a new society will be 
wholly colourless, empty, and without aim, if, during this 
process, people don't possess a very intense feeling of 
life and feel a new way of life (praxis) developing as they 
toss behind their old norms. 

A revolutionary dismantling of society does not 
begin with destroying the old power structures, but rather 
the road to this is just one part of the process. 


What Does “Cultural Relevance” Mean? 

A movement which does not possess a comprehen- 
sive societal perspective, and which does not have as its 
goal the fundamental change of all existing power, can't 
be revolutionary. And a movement which does not 
comprehend all social events in their totality is doomed to 
wander along the ideological paths of the old society. 

Such a movement becomes a single-issue move- 
ment, which struggles for the achievement of a clearly 
defined goal, and in this way must be reformist, or it 
struggles for the advancement of but a single social 
group, and thereby degrades itself into a interest-group, 
which wanders along reformist paths and declares itself 
an elite group which has found its wisdom. Orit becomes 
just a passing attraction, which struggles without conti- 
nuity and with an incomprehensible theory, a ball in the 
hands of the reformists and the established politicians. 

It is therefore insignificant what sort of degree of 
radicalism the struggle possesses, because radicalism 
alone does not lead to revolutionary content. 

It is also insignificant how seriously people and 
groups involved in such discussions differ from the norm 
in their appearance or how deeply grounded their theo- 
ties are. Form alone cannot replace content, and is, in the 
end, insignificant. A compilation of forms is simply a 
means to a content. 


What Does Cultural Relevance Have To Do With Or- 


We often find ourselves using the word “orienta- 
tion". We think that people possess and need points of 
orientation. The task of organizing is to make revolution- 
ary content a comerstone of orientation and to make it 
public. To be able to offer a perspective (life-)orientation, 
the movement hasto be culturally relevant. Culture is not 
hiding in a niche. Culture is social orientation. 

Cultural relevance means making possible radical 
social change and opening a perspective. Cultural rele- 
vance means being viable as far as living is concerned - 

viable in all areas, at all stages of life. 

The hopes, which concem organizing, rely on all of 
us, to make our content known, so that others involved in 
discussions can make it their own. 

Organizing increases the possibility to further 
develop our claims and to convert our political decisions 


into action. A political movement must be relevant or else 
it’s not a political movement. 


Why Should We Organize Under The “Antifa” Acro- 
nym? 
Atthe beginning of the 80's, an anti-fascist politics 
known as "autonomist anti-fascism" developed, one 
which mainly concerned itself with directly confronting 
(neo-)Nazis. In other words, it developed a militant 
praxis as well as a political theory ("Attack the Fascists 
Wherever They Are"). But the autonomist anti-fascist 
movement, rather than just being a part of purely anti- 
Nazi movement, considered itself a part of the anti- 
imperialist resistance. It held the following positions: 


- West Germany was created out of the continuity of a 
national-socialist State. The economic and political foun- 
dations remained intact and were further developed. 

- The historical separation between fascist and civilian 
control could not be upheld. Fascism is not a form of 
civilian control, but rather the content of various human 
values, obedience to authority, patriarchal structures, a 
strong work ethic, etc. 

- West Germany itself organizes fascist praxis. The same 
system which calls itself democratic at home is respon- 
sible for the oppression and exploitation of people in 
other parts of the world, forexample by supporting fascist 
military dictatortships, like the one in Turkey. Imperial- 
ism is fascism. 

- If capitalist interests are threatened, then the fascist 
potential is escalated here at home to protect those inter- 
ests. Fascism is an intergral part of West European de- 
mocracy. 

- The ruling powers have a vested interest in the existence 
of (neo-) fascist groups, as they can be used as reserve 
order-keeping troops, they can delineate the right-wing, 
they can be test-balloons for repressive measures, they 
are a tie to the resistance, etc. 


These positions were brought together under the 
slogan: “The Struggle Against Fascism is a Struggle 
Against the Imperialist System!”. 

We no longer find this analysis wholly relevant, nor 
do we see any praxis from this which can lead to a 
revolutionary politics. Nevertheless, some of the correct 
points were taken up. The traditional elements of this 
society are further dissolving. Only with difficulty did we 
again make issues out of racism, sexism, andnationalism, 
but as for the present stability of imperialism, the ideolo- 
gies of “race purity”, “women back in the women”, and 
“national community” have steadily been losing any 
meaning. This tendency is due to greater production 
flexibility; it’s insignificant whether a person's white or 
black, a man or a woman. 

The ideological boundaries of nationalism are 
crossed both politically and economically. This multi- 
cultural concept aims at "the improvement of the Euro- 
pean way of life". In the long-term, this Eurocentric way 
of thinking and its implied racism will push out father- 
land-nationalism, only to direct itself even more fiercely 
against those people who are economically exploited on 
the Three Continents. 

In this sense, existing neo-Nazi groups oppose this 
tendency. This clash of interests only applies to today, 
however, it should be taken to be universally valid. 
Furthermore, this notion is only partially valid. The fas- 
cists and the state have always had an interest in defeating 
the left, and today, in raising hatred against immigrants. 
The ruling powers will try to keep the Nazi-gangs in 
controllable groups, but they won’t totally defeat them, 
because they can always be used as reserves in times of 
crisis. 

So in our minds, it would be politically catastrophic 
to be a purely anti-Nazi movement. We have to convey 
the notion that the imperialist system is still perfecting its 
power and bringing it up-to-date. We can’t start denounc- 
ing the “Third Reich”. The slogan “Fight the Re-Begin- 
ning!" is false. We are in the middle of it, and our struggle 


has to be an anti-imperialist one. But that does not mean 
we should turn our backs on the Nazis. 

The development of militant anti-fascist self-help 
has to be in the form of an autonomist structure. If we give 
this up, then we have given up our only real roots. What's 
more, the fact that fascists are becoming increasingly 
organized, especially in the former DDR, makes it even 
more important that anti-fascists organize. It's a joke to 
think that the state will help the left do this 

The danger of antifa-politics, ever since its earliest 
history, has heen the tendency to develop into merly an 
anti-Nazi movement. Many antifa-groups fashioned 
themselves on the basis of people's personal anger and 
desire to undertake something. Actions were organized 
against Nazis, but some people eventually got frustrated 
and quit. Personal anger (so frequently seen in schools, 
for example), although important, often leads to an or- 
ganizational lack of perspective. The resulting low level 
of organization often made it difficult for groups to 
exchange experiences, so consequently it was difficult ot 
develop a common strategy. A thin ideological back- 
ground and consciousness could only lead to one thing - 
resignation. But this doesn't mean we just toss the whole 
idea. 

The developments of the last few years have not 
been in vain; autonomist anti-fascism still has a lot of 
strength. For many of the people who were mobilized 
against the Nazis, this was their first contact with auton- 
omist politics. This is especially true of young people. 

The confrontations with the Nazis also lead to 
confrontations with the state in the form of the police, and 
so the struggle reached new dimensions. 

The development of anti-fascist self-help can be 
intensified by working in the neighbourhoods, and in this 
way we'll break through our isolation and get a sound 
anchoring in the neighbourhoods. Militant praxis, as a 
necessary part of anti-fascist self-help, will become ac- 
cepted as a legitimate tactic among other people and will 
be accepted as legitimate in descussions. 

Organizing under the banner of anti-fascism will 
result in an anti-imperialist analysis, namely that imperi- 
alism is fascist, and it will model itself partially after 
historical organizations like "Anti-Fascist Action" of 
1932. 

When we have lots of people together, then we are 
most effective. That’s why we want to come together in 
an organization, rather than remain dispersed in single- 
issue anti-imperialist groups. 

For us, autonomist anti-fascism is the best means of 
putting forward anti-imperialist politics, so that's why we 
organize under the "antifa" acronym. 


From Organizing To Organization 

Next, we'd like to summarize the content needed 
for an organization: 

Uniting our strengths and creating connected struc- 
tures will give us the possibility of emerging from the 
dead-end at which we presently find ourselves. Next we 
have to make use of our united forces, for example by 
organizing campaigns whereby our politics attain a 
greater relevance and holding-power. 

Of course, that alone won't bring us out of our 
present situation. But connected structures did allow us to 
enhance our discussions, something necessary as a prel- 
ude to further work. 


For us, these discussions dealt with: 

1. Imperialism; 

a. Our relationship to the national liberation struggles on 
the Three Continents; 

b. Our relationship to the West German State; 

2. Patriarchy; 

3. Our relationship to the armed struggle; 

4. Our relationship to the prisoners. 


By striving to connect our structures, we were able 
to reach our goal of creating a legal organization. The 
function of the organization was to be a starting point for 


people who wanted to organize to publicly address cer- 
tain concems to people, including the media. 

The concept of organization means that we can 
reach more people and work together with more people 
than before. For example, people who live in rural areas, 
or elderly people, etc. We don’t simply mean an organi- 
zation which allowed more people to latch onto us, but 
rather one which also allowed us to increase our organ- 
izational and financial possibilities. 

Some of the functions of the organization have 
been organizing political concerts, demonstrations, agi- 
tation actions, etc. In other words, the step to becoming a 
organization was a step towards developing our political 
counter-culture to a larger scale. For our further work, 
education, seminars, and other events were indispen- 
sible. 

For us, organizing also meant getting the scene out 
of its ghetto. Political work can't just be carried on with 
personal contacts and sympathizers, but has to rather be 
dictated by political goals and necessities. 

Of course, we weren't organizing just for sake of 
creating an organization, but rather so as to build a 
revolutionary organization, and that means: 


1. Having a statement which defines the political content. 
The fundamental content of the statement was derived 
from discussions around the themes listed earlier. 


2. There does exist a membership. We think this is 
important, because this makes things clearer for the 
organization and allows for a clearer relationship to its 
content. 


Thoughts 

In an orientation/organizing process, increasing 
complexity and opportunities can result in dogmatic 
hierarchy. The problem of being a functionary is, always, 
being a functionary. 

Another problem when it comes to organizing 
under present conditions is that it's possible to fail to 
develop a comprehensive social perspective. With the 
breakdown of the organization, there's the danger of 
simply falling out into a void. 

But the hope remains that the autonomous-left 
won't get hung up on this problem. If would be especially 
fatal if the organization should splinter after its founding, 
for this would surely cause it to disintegrate. 


Proposals 

The organizational structure should be continually 
based on existing models which allow it to more effec- 
tively develop. 

The organizing should take place in steps, from the 
cities out to other areas. 

As for the cities: 

There will always be a core group of people who 
stick with things. If this is a large number of people, then 
work-groups can be formed. These smaller groups can 
then more intensively study a certain theme and make the 
issue clear to others and decide what points should be 
included. 

In large cities, plenaries of all involved groups can 
be held, and an ‘open plenary’ can be held for all those 
interested. This plenary would be based on coalition 
work. 

In any case, there needs to be a base of some sort, 
like an office, or a phone-line, or at least a notice board, 
where information can be placed together so that people 
can be informed, and so that people can exchange ru- 
mours and speculations. 

For many areas, however, it would make more 
sense to have regional gatherings. In one area, that might 
be somewhere where Nazis are often active, for another, 
it might mean bringing together people from various 
villages who have no strength when on their own. 

Inter-regional meetings can also be arranged. In 
areas where people don't meet or no longer meet, such 
structures should be re-established. By inter-regional, we 


mean north/south/east/west, etc. 

We assume, however, that there are people who 
aren't interested in the above-proscribed organization, 
and that a split is still possible. 

Before common positions can be declared, cam- 
paigns can be planned, etc., this connection will, above 
All, function as a means of exchanging information. City 
reports should bekept in short supply, before the region's 
social situation is ananlyzed, if they are simply long- 
winded accounts of each and every Nazi activity. 

For regional meetings, it would be best for individ- 
ual antifa groups to send delegates to the regional gather- 
ing, for in this way individuals from the countryside can 
be included. Because only through constantly working 
together can we build up the necessary trust needed to 
develop continuity. 

When using delegates, to avoid creating a stream- 
lined group of professional politicos, we found it neces- 


sary that delegates be given a sort of "imperative man- 
date” so that they be tied to the decisions/opinions of their 
group. At the very least they should strive to assess their 
groups’ intentions. But to allow for compromise when 
necessary, groups should allow their delegates some 
freedom of decision making. 

Organized national meetings could have a similar 
delegate process. Whether delegates should come from 
regions or cities should still be discussed. In some ways, 
having regional delegates would make things more fluid 
and far-sighted. But there could also be advantages to 
having city representatives take part at the national 
meetings. 

In any case, the details of all of this will be left up to 
the regions themselves so that people there can decide 
things on their own. 
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Communique Regarding The Action 
Against Carsten Pagel 


Wagensportliga gegen Volk und Heimat [Wagen 
Sports League against the People and the Homeland] 


We chose C. Pagel (Office address: Fragestr. 73, 
Berlin-Friedenau) as the target for an anti-fascist action, 
because after a career of almost 12 years in the extreme 
right and fascist milieu as a Nazi lawyer, as an author in 
neo-fascist publications such as the “Junge Freiheit” 
[Young Freedom - trans.], as a functionary in the 
Deutschen Liga fur Volk und Heimat (DL) [German 
League for the People and the Homeland - trans.], and as 
a committee member of the “Hoffman v. Fallersleben 
Bildungswerks” [Hoffman v. Fallerleben Center for 
Formation - trans.] he has a central structural role within 
the Berlin neo-fascist spectrum. 

Let us recall yet again a few dates out of the career 
of this man who is now an intermediary between militant 
neo-nazis, the New Right, and old Nazis in Berlin. 


C. Pagel - A Spider In Berlin's Brown Web And Nazi 
Lawyer 


December 1991 

Pagel was elected as a committee member of the 
"Hoffman v. Fallersleben Bildungswerks". The 
"Bildungswerk" was founded in January 1991 as an 
umbrella organization for militant neo-nazis, representa- 
tives of the New Right, and old Nazis. The 
“Bildungswerk” very forcefully portrayed it's function 
as ideological instruction, e.g., through one day seminars 
given by all those devoted to "activity in the national 
milieu." (such that no boundary to extreme right-wingers 
exists). Speakers have included, among others, Ex-Euro- 
Rep Emil Schlee [a member of the European parliament 
representing the Republikaner Partei, a mainstream far- 
right party - trans.], Markus Motschmann, Matthias Bath. 
At the same time, an was made to use the 
"Bildungswerk" to establish and to coordinate the points 
emphasized in the propaganda of different tendencies 
within the Berlin fascist spectrum. The "Bildungswerk", 
at the same time, served as the front organization for the 
Deutschen League fur Volk und Heimat (DL), which was 
founded in October 1991, and which served as a merger 
of former NPDers [German Nationalist Party, a main- 
stream far right party - trans.], ex-Republikaners, 
NSDAP/AO [German National Socialist Workers Party/ 
Reconstruction Organization - trans.] cadre, among oth- 
ers. The goal of the DL is to build an umbrella fascist party 
with the most superficially modem appearance possible. 


May 1992 

The “nationalists” planned a fascist march on the 
Soviet "Kapitulationsmuseum" [Museum of the Capitu- 
lation/Surrender - trans.] in Karlshorst with the holocaust 
denier David Irving as the main speaker. Pagel acted as a 
lawyer for the nationalists in an attempt to have the legal 
ban on the march lifted. The march remained banned. 
Anti-fascist demonstrators prevented all further attempts 
by the neo-nazis to gather. 


November 1992 

Pagel acted a the lawyer for the “Deutsche Kultur- 
gemeinschaft” [German Cultural Association - trans.] 
and its acting chairwoman Ursula Schaffer in an attempt 
to overturn the ban on the second fascist march to the 
“Soldatenfriedhof” [soldier's cemetery - trans.] in Halbe. 


January 1993 

Pagel took part in the "Feierstunde zur 
Reichsgrundung" [Celebration of the Founding of the 
Reich - trans.] jointly organized by Berliner Kulturge- 
meinschaft Preusen [Berlin Prussian Cultural Associa- 
tion - trans] and the Hoffman v. Fallersleben 
Bildungswerk. 

As well, over and above this, C. Pagel is the joint 
editor for Berlin of the largest New Right newspaper, 
"Junge Freiheit" and continues as a lawyer to meet with 
old Nazis and militant neo-nazis. 

Nazi functionaries like C. Pagel, with their suits and 
ties, make fascist and racist ideology, appropriate for the 
salon - his contacts reach as far as the CDU [Christian 
Democratic Party - trans.]. 

The translation of this ideology into practice, pro- 
moted and supported by the State and the established 
parties through racist propaganda and the growing exclu- 
sion and stigmatization of all those who do not or cannot 
express the ruling norms (migrants, refugees, black 
Germans, the homeless, the disabled, lesbians, gays, the 
left), has been over 50 deaths and many nameless sacri- 
fices to racist and fascist terror over the last four years. 

The proximity in time of our action to the anniver- 
sary of the night of the Reich pogrom of November 9th, 
1938 is a conscious decision. It has nothing to do with 
putting a check to any “beginning,” but rather with 
offering a practical anti-fascism to to fascist continuity 
and its representatives in the FRG. 


An Autonomist Group 


A Nation-Wide Organization 


In order to explain the meaningfulness of an anti- 
fascist nation-wide organization, it is necessary first to 
examine the general social and political situation in the 
BRD [Bundesrepublik Deutschland - Federal Republic 
of Germany - ed.] The discussion here will be limited to 
the timeframe starting with the break-up of the DDR. This 
is not because we believe everything has changed since 
then, but rather because that is a convenient reference 
point and because this time-frame is manageable. 

The left had no answers to the general “hurrah 
Germany” euphoria which accompanied sp-called Reu- 
nification. A few exceptions were campaigns a la “Ger- 
many - Never Again!” and “I shit on Germany”, helpless 
reactions to the right-wing slogan “I am proud to be a 
German”. And those who actually had nothing much to 
say came out with “German, shut your trap!" No common 
direction or goals were developed. The left in the West 
did not attempt to convey their own positions or analysis. 
Instead, people got hung up on the question of the nation- 
state. These efforts found little audience and no reso- 
nance in the East. 

Since the breakdown of “actually existing social- 
ism", capitalism has been selling itself as the victorious 
system to which there isno alternative. Left ideas, utopias 
and ideals have become passe. The classic attempts to 
explain the development of imperialism no longer seem 
relevant. 

The situation in Germany at that time was presented 
as follows: as the national territory grew, industrial areas 
were acquired and shut down by the dozens because of 
low productivity levels or because they were a danger to 
Westem industries. It is obvious that the annexation of 
the DDR was a result not only of economic, but also 
political calculations. Because of this, leftists are careful 
to avoid “conspiracy theories”. The dominant forces in 
business and politics are not a static monolithic bloc who 
follow the same interests in every case and at all times. 

The model of a better DDR that has floated around 
in the heads of leftists for decades has died. A new 
orientation is needed. After the break-up of the DDR, it 
became clear that in some areas the DDR was often not 
closely scrutinized. The DDR leadership and the western 
left used terms that served only to veil the reality of the 
situation. Nevertheless, there were some social service 
programs in the DDR that were dismantled, causing 
particularly repercussions for women. The abolition of 
the right to abortion in the former DDR is an expression 
of increasingly misogynistic social politics, With the 
further pomographization, in the media and with the 
introduction of pom markets in the five new states, an 
image of women is being spread whose practical effect 
can be seen in daily attacks on women. 

That the government's promise that “unity” would 
come without heavy burdens for the citizens of the West 
would be exposed as a lie should have been clear from the 
beginning. Just asclearis that scape-goat tactics would be 
used to distract. The hegemonic political forces direct 
racism, the major part of the media cultivates it, and 
business profits. 

Racism is assisted by the diffuse feeling of belong- 
ing to “one people”. Racism functions partly to veil social 
conflicts. The rich boss is psychologically closer to a 
German wage-eamer than workers in a “far-away land” 
are. Right-wing, fascist and nationalist ideas are once 
again becoming widely accepted. It is not only a few 
“mislead misfits” who spread these ideas. The thick 
brown flag is waving in the heads of the nation, from 
parliament seats to the kitchen table. 

The Nazis have national and international struc- 
tures at their disposal. It is apparent that they have learned 
from the left, adopting strategies of organizing and net- 


working. The left, in contrast, finds itself in a 
state of stagnation. 

The political development since "reunifi- 
cation" is characterized by a tightening of laws. 
These restrictions have worsened the legal, 
social and financial position of most citizens. 
Three consecutive days in 1993 stand here as 
examples: “Compromise on Asylum”, “Solidar- 
ity Pact” (a supplementary tax on western Ger- 
mans to help build up the East), and paragraph 
218 (abortion law). With a few exceptions, there 
has been no noticeable resistance. 

A considerable part of the radical left has 
reacted to these political developments by doing 
anti-fascist work. At first glance, this is naturally 
important and correct, but one must remember: 
focusing one’s politics on fascists and fascism 
leads to the danger that every political action 
must be justified as related to fascism. At the 
same time, the situation of Antifas and of the left in 
general - in the former DDR must not be swept under the 
rug. They are confronted daily with fascists in the streets 
and are working to full capacity just to survive. 

Something new must be presented as an alternative 
not just to the societal development, but also to the 
political limitations of the left itself. It is necessary to 
carry out an effective independent concept on the one 
hand and break out of social isolation on the other. 

For this we need the organization, without which no 
meaningful, systematic politics is possible. When search- 
ing for perspectives, the reasons for other groups’ failures 
must also be examined. This is the starting point for the 
nation-wide organization: 

The development of a political concept cannot be 
carried out in isolation. Rather, it is necessary that in such 
a process different experiences, regional or political, are 
brought in. One decisive strength of the AA/BO is the fact 
that people who were politicized in varying ways are 
coming together, to a large degree independent from stiff 
ideological concepts. 

In the last several years, feminists have strongly 
brought the analysis to the forefront that the struggle for 
freedom with an anti-patriarchal orientation also must be 
fought for within mixed-gender groups of the left. Patri- 
archal structures express themselves in many ways: from 
gender specific social structures to open violence against 
women. The recognition that patriarchy is not a secon- 
dary oppression, as it is presented in some classic left 
theories, must also be carried out into praxis. This has 
generally been a shortcoming of the left. The further 
development of a radical left base in terms of this ques- 
tion demands grassroots exchange and continuous work. 
Women organized in women-only Antifa groups should 
find an accessible, binding manner in which they can 
work in coalition with mixed-gender groups. Mixed- 
gender groups must develop structures to ensure that 
sexism within the group is dealt with. 

In political groups that are kept going by chance 
meetings and work whenever people "feel like it", the 
interests of the privileged necessarily prevail. Fixed 
structures make the practical achievement of theoretical 
bases possible. Serious changes regarding this question 
cannot be made by resolution, rather can only be realized 
through a thorough and continuous process. 

A formal framework is recommended to prevent 
patronizing concession of men in individual cases. For 
example: the possibility to address sexism in the group 
and to call discussions on this topic, delegation by quota, 
and women’s right to decide what should be done with 
sexist men in the group (for example: to determine the 
course of action if a man in the organization is accused of 





rape or harassment). 

It has been a weak point of the left that mistakes 
have not been processed and experience has not been 
passed down. Following generations of activists con- 
tinue to make the same mistakes over and over again. 
Knowledge has been given, where at all, only in highly 
theoretical terms. Intemal education that is neither taught 
from “experts” nor focused on a single object, has been 
absent from the left. (Those are both mistakes of the 
Communist groups - K-Gruppen - of the 70's and 80's, 
even though these groups have done the best job of 
spreading left ideas through the West in recent years). 
Internal education must be, among other things, emanci- 
patorial, i.e. it must take personal interests and individual 
development into consideration. 

An organization that is neither rigid nor uniform is 
an ideal forum for internal education. Regionally differ- 
ent experiences and concepts can be compared and the 
positive can be combined to form new co-operation 
models. In addition to this self-education, youth work is 
of utmost importance. Obviously this work must begin on 
the local level. The strength of the organization, however, 
lies in the mutual exchange of concepts and ideas. 

These perceptions are not new. They have been 
known by the Autonomen for years, but never put into 
practice. 

Banal, but true, is that only within an organization 
that guarantees continuity and accountability can these 
perceptions be realized. A fixed base of cities and regions 
that meet according to the delegation principle is the 
minimal prerequisite for an exchange of experience and 
concepts. Sharing information is not the only important 
factor. Much more decisive is the common observation 
and analysis of developments, mutually supported over a 
long period of time. A further strength of the nation-wide 
organization is to be much more present in the public and 
the press. Future plans include sharing our politics with 
an interested public and thereby building connections 
with other political and social movements. Examples of 
this are campaigns (like the campaigns "Going Forward 
Together Against Fascist Centres and Meeting Places", 
"Gunther Must Be Freed," and the campaign for Novem- 
ber 9th - regarding the November revolution of 1918, 
Hitler's march to the Feldherrenhalle in 1923, the anti- 
Jewish pogrom of 1938, and the fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989). It is difficult to get zegional actions into the nation- 
wide press. However if x actions take place in various 
cities on the same theme, it is much more likely that the 
actions will get wide publicity. The organization will 
provide a framework that makes this work possible. 

This means, on one hand, public relations, and on 
theother, an organizational frame. The organization must 


Fundamentals Of The Antifaschistische 
Aktion/Bundesweit Organisation 


The need to organize existing anti-fascist groups 
grew out of the recognition that the Antifa movement can 
only become a socially relevant political force when the 
mistakes of Autonomen structure of the past few years 
are examined and the results of such an examination are 

Leaming from our mistakes means: 


- letting go of Autonomen "ghetto politics" by opening 
up to the public (using mass media, forming coalitions); 

- moving from structures of unaccountability toward 
responsibility and approachability; 

- abandoning disconnected theoretical debates on the one 
hand and "Aktionismus" [“actionism” - ed.] (carrying 
out actions without a political base) on the other and 
adopting, instead, continuous work based on fundamen- 
tal principles that make multi-regional co-operation 
possible. 


For the AA/BO, this means developing a strong 
association as a basis for bringing our actions and self- 
understanding into public discussions. 

Including use of the media in our strategy will 
enable us to become a noteworthy political force. 

Bringing already existing groups in connection 
with each other means continuing to focus on local work. 
These groups organize themselves regionally and send 
trustworthy delegates to the coalition meetings. 

Recognizing that the groups in the organization 
have developed under different conditions (some from 
the Autonomen scene, others entirely independently) 
and define themselves in varying ways, one of the long- 
term goals of the organization is to develop a common 
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be reachable by post and in an office and should have 
contacts for the press. 

City partnerships provide the opportunity formulti- 
regional help in building up new groups. The different 
organizational stages in West and East are of special 
consideration. The AA/BO can offer help in building 
structures as well as answering detail questions, whether 
they be practical, technical, or legal. The focal point 
should be the spreading of political experience. Possibili- 
ties to become a local or regional political force should be 
sought out and taken advantage of. 

It is time to counter the growing right-wing and 
fascist structures with our own politically relevant struc- 
tures. This cannot be done by individual Autonomen 
groups alone - even when they are relatively well-organ- 
ized. It is time to come out of the left-ghettos and to move 
away from reactive, fire-engine politics and to become a 
progressive, politically active force that affects society as 
a whole. 

The necessary development away from purely anti- 
Nazi politics toward and over-reaching political program 
will strain most Antifa groups beyond their capacity so 
long as they do not organize in a common group. Con- 
tinuous and strategic co-operation in an organization 
presents the possibility to become a socially relevant 
force. 

Only the determined multi-regional organization 
offers the possibility to escape from the momentary 
social isolation and to counter the hegemonic political 
and social mood over a long period of time. 
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social analysis. For this theoretical work, it is necessary to 
debate social themes (patriarchy, the state, capital...), find 
their causes, and work out their social and intemational 
significance. Frankness about the different levels of 
experience of the various groups is a primary prerequisite 
for this project. 


I. Background History 


In 1991, the Antifa work group of an infoshop 
called a nation-wide meeting for anti-fascists. It quickly 
became evident that many groups had recognized the 
need for multi-regional organization with the goal of a 
common political praxis. The first step in this direction 
was establishing regular meeting of delegates of Antifa 


At the first meetings, the form and goals of Auton- 
omen organizing were discussed. Thoughts and ques- 
tions on this theme, including discussion on various 
critique papers in left newspapers, were aired. 

The practical co-operation of the groups taking part 
in the organizing process was intensified at the same 
time. 

The first concrete result was the development of a 
model which serves as a general orientation and attempts 
to put into practice the resolutions of the organization. 
This model aiso sketches out a plan to build up the 
organization. 


II. Structure Of The Organization 


The Model (Formal Framework Of The Or- 
ganization) 


1. Name And Emblem 

The name "Antifaschistische Aktion" is used with 
the addition of "Bundesweit Organization" (abbreviated: 
BO). The emblemis related to the 1932 emblem, but they 
should not be mixed up. In the BO emblem, the red and 
black flags lean from left to right. A large cursive "A", 
from which (A)ntifaschistische (A)ktion are written, 
leans against the flags. Underneath publications is easily 
recognized and can be used by local/regional groups. 


2. Organized Groups 

The organization is comprised of existing groups of 
various sizes and organizational structure. At this time, 
the cities/regions participating are (alphabetically): 


Berlin (Antifa A&P) 

Berlin (f.e.LS. - fuer eine linke Stroemung/for a left 
stream) 

Berlin (R.A.I. - Rote Antifaschistische Initiative/Red 
Anti-fascist Initiative) 

Bielefeld (Unabhaengige Antifa/Independent Antifa) 
Bonn-Rhein/Seig (Antifa/Jugendfront: Antifa/Youth 
Front) 

Braunschweig (Antifaschistische Jugend/Anti-fascist 
Youth) 

Buende (Antifa) 

Goettingen (Autonome Antifa (M)) 

Koeln (Antifaschistische Stadueilkoordination/Anti- 
Fascist District Coordination) 

Mainz/Wiesbaden (Antifa) 

Passau (Antifaschistische Aktion) 

Sued-Thueringen (Schwarzer Ast/Black Branch) 


Based on their previous experience, the groups 


have developed criterion for membership in the organi- 
zation. 


3. Fundamentals And Criterion For Membership 

One of the focal points is supporting regionally 
isolated anti-fascist groups. Therefore, continuous, rec- 
ognizable work - both theoretical and practical - should 
be made public. This will enable the BO to become a 
political factor in these regions/states. 

Regular and serious participation in debates, con- 
tributing effort, initiative and ideas at the nation-wide 
meetings, and carrying out common decisions on the 
state, regional and nation-wide levels are expected of the 
participating groups. 

Experience has shown that a fixed group structure, 
i.e. the regular participation in group meetings, is neces- 


Independence from political parties is a require- 
ment for working within the organization. 

The political focal point for practical work is anti- 
fascism. 

The fight against fascism is also a fight against the 
social conditions (competition, patriarchal socialization, 
isolation...) which lead to the willingness of individuals 
to accept fascist/chauvinist models of thought. The fight 
is aimed at developing an oppositional position to capi- 
talism, free from exploitation and oppression, in an inter- 
national framework. 

In terms of refugee politics, for example, anti- 
fascists cannot stop with just an explanation of the in- 
creasing racist attacks on asylum seekers and “foreign- 
ers”. The causes of world-wide migration and the reper- 
cussions of international economic politics of western 
industrialized nations on eastern Europe and the coun- 
tries of the so-called third world must also be exposed. 
These intemational connections must be understood as 
closely relating to the struggle here as well. 

This understanding of anti-fascist work is perspec- 
tive and is carried out as appropriate to the situation and 
local context. 


4. Formation And Structure Of The Organization 

The different conditions in the country, city, and 
various regions are being kept in mind in the formation of 
the organization. The situation in the East is under par- 
ticular consideration, as the political situation there is 
especially tense and the anti-fascist infrastructure still 
weak. 


a. Unorganized Individuals 

The starting point for bringing in individuals is to 
put them in connection with already existing groups. 

There are often functioning anti-fascist groups in 
the cities. However, the few anti-fascists in rural areas are 
almost entirely unorganized. 

The task of the organized groups is to lend support 
in these cases. There are many ways to do this: sharing 
information, helping with materials, exchanging presen- 
tations, organizing actions together, giving financial and 
infrastructural aid, working together on a regular basis, 
etc... City partnerships, above all between East and West, 
can help establish regional connections and, at the same 
time, ensure the necessary praxis-oriented exchange 
between East and West anti-fascists. 


b. Organized Groups 

The groups work independently hiá one another. 
They act accordingly to local circumstances and choose 
their own focal points. They should, however, keep in 


close contact with the organization and take part in 
regional and nation-wide meetings. The groups should 
make suggestions for common actions and, at their dis- 
cretion, participate in actions decided on at the nation- 
wide meetings. Because the focus of their work is decided 
locally, groups should decide which political path makes 
the most sense for their region and sphere of influence. 
Possible starting points: 

- coalition work 

- co-operation with immigrant and refugee, Jewish 
women's, lesbian, gay, and labour groups... 

- youth work a 


c. Regional Meetings 

The groups attempt to participate in regional poli- 
tics, initiating regional meetings or working in already 
existing coalitions. They are responsible for informing 
the represented groups about the AA/BO. If the opportu- 
nity and willingness in the regional meetings arises, 
regional groups should send delegates to the nation-wide 
meetings. 

The regional meetings are an expression of the 
attempt to find a realistic and practical political connec- 
tion between groups with differing situations. They pro- 
vide the intermediate step between different organized 
groups and the “younger” unorganized groups. À con- 
cept for how to set regional politics in motion should be 
worked out more fully. How initiatives and campaigns of 
the AA/BO can be carried out, with regard to the stage of 
development and type of regional group, must also be 
determined. 


d. Nation-Wide Meetings Of The AA/BO 

Inorderto act and discuss effectively long-term, the 
nation-wide mectings are delegation meetings. Their 
practical and theoretical capacity is currently very lim- 
ited. This is due, in part, to many groups being in the 
beginning stages of organization. At this time, the meet- 
ings primarily serve the purpose of intensifying contact 
between the groups. The focal points for the near future 
are: 
- developing an overall picture of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the regions; 
- building trust through intensified contact and co-opera- 
tion so that decisions can be made (eventually) on short 
notice and by just a part of the group; 
-exchanging information among ourselves (seminars, 
internal education, youth work); 
- establishing the necessary infrastructure and formation 
structures; 
- working out the next stages in a concept of political 
strategy; 
- carrying out practical initiatives (campaigns). 


The Delegation Principle 

Delegation was adopted in order for the nation- 
wide and regional meetings to be effective working 
meetings. Each group sends as many delegates as is 
necessary for each region to have one or two people in 
each work group. When possible, women and men 
should be delegated in equal numbers. Because most 
antifa groups are comprised of only 1/3 women, this 
system means more work for women. The decision about 
delegating by gender remains up to them. The possibility 
of changing delegates depends on the group situation. 
Some exchange, however, should be ensured. The dele- 
gates should participate several times in the meetings in 
order to settle in well, work effectively and help orient 
new delegates. It is up to the groups to send delegates who 
have the trust of the group. 


5. Information Exchange 
Few examples of effective, practical co-operation 
and no finished program can be expected during the first 
stages of the organization. The criterion named above 
can be seen as consensus and the rest is still to be worked 
out. 
Because it is not possible to discuss content ques- 


tions in a nation-wide meetings, work groups (internal 
and with other groups) will be formed. Their results will 
be discussed in the groups and can be coordinated at the 
nation-wide meetings. One function of the work groups 
is to assess and develop positions on current events on 
which group initiatives can be based 

A political platform will be published in written 
form in order to assure that it is a binding document. 
Forming a low-key theory publication (for an exchange 
on anti-fascist theory and praxis, for example) is also 
under consideration. 

Initiatives from groups - like suggestions for cam- 
paigns - can be presented in written form. They should be 
sent to groups early so that they can be discussed and à 
position be developed on them. The groups' position, 
along with any critique, can than be brought to the nation- 
wide meetings. 

The basis for further organizational steps - next to 
the continuous exchange at the delegates’ meetings - is 
the formation of a tight contact and information network 

Another prospect is for the BO to set up its own 
press and information organ and, possibly form an “in- 
formation service” that would collect all information (in 
full length and without commentary) that is relevant to 
the groups. 

In order to assess and critique the politics of other 
groups, it is necessary to know them and be informed on 
the particular conditions of different regions and cities. 
This is important, for example, when a demonstration 
should be inter-regionally supported. It must be clear in 
the preparation stages in what context the actions stand, 
what can be expected, what goals can be aimed for, and 
what kind of participation makes sense. 

This is possible by putting together regular regional 
and state reports in which local activity and the assess- 
ment thereof is documented. These reports should be 
presented quarterly from all groups or regions in written 
form. 

These city/regional reports should bring individual 
groups to an equal level in terms of information and make 
well-researched and structured, effective work possible. 

Knowing about the activities of other groups can 
stimulate actions in different groups. Presentations on: 
fascist organizations; colonialism/imperialism; Auton- 
omen anti-fascism, etc., can be exchanged instead of 
being worked out many times by different groups. Gen- 
eral posters and leaflets can also be exchanged. Events 
that are planned well beforehand can be accompanied by 
nation-wide posters, financed collectively. Generally, 
and according to availability, present technology like 
faxes and electronic mail will be used. The alternative 
computer network “Spinnenetz” is a good opportunity 
that should be utilized. 

The work group on fascist organizations sorts on 
incoming information and presents just the essentials to 
the groups. The job of the nation-wide meeting and the 
individual groups is to make something out of this raw 
information. 


6. Public Relations 

One of the main functions of the organization is 
public relations. It should be possible for interested indi- 
viduals to approach or reach all organizations via post or 
in person, at an office. The primary consideration is to be 
a political and cultural orientation point for as many 
people as possible. Intensive regional press work is es- 
sential to strengthen the effects of political work. Contact 
to regional press, school papers and to inter-regional 
mainstream newspapers should be striven for. The usual 
public relations methods: leaflets, posters, information 
tables, and demonstrations, will continue to be used. 


- When talking with the press, in interviews for example, 
it is important that the person asked does not appear as 
"official spokesperson" for the organization. Although 
they should referto their membership in the BO, it should 
be clear that their responsibility and accountability is to a 
local or regional group. 





- In this way anti-fascist work will be introduced to a 
wider public. In addition, concerts, exhibits, film show- 
ings, radio programs, conferences, seminars, and camps 
are possibilities for presenting our political position to 
new people. The initiative “Anti-fascist Calendar” is also 
associated with the organization and should be contin- 
ued, 

Our standpoint will continue to be published in 
independent Autonomen and leftist papers. This enables 
groups that are not associated with the BO to keep in 
touch and debate the organizational process, actions, 
campaigns and further development of the organization. 


III. Goals/Perspectives 


The goals of the organization are determined along 
the lines of what is considered realistic. They can be 
divided into short, mid- and long-term goals. 

The construction of political praxis and technical 
and personnel structures as well as co-operation on spe- 
cific projects - are short-term goals of the individual 
member groups. 

The development of common standpoints on theo- 
ries of fascism, imperialism, and patriarchy and a general 
social analysis will be started immediately, but belong to 
mid- and longer-term goals. They are considered part of 
the organizational process. Part of this social analysis is 
working out a practicable strategy. One of the points in 
this strategy is offering a positive social orientation point. 

A compulsory political line cannot be developed 
from the different focal points of the various organiza- 
tions. The guiding principles must be newly defined. An 
essential requirement is the continuous co-operation 
between the groups in the BO. The basis for other goals 
should grow from these politics. This includes BO's own 
position on particular themes as well as answers to socie- 
tal questions. Much more emphasis will be placed on 
public relations than has been the case up to now. Our 
own positions must not just be formed, but also be 
brought into the public. 

It is possible to do more theoretical and practical 
work, a part of which should be cultural activities. We 
understand the nation-wide organization as a long-term 
development that has the formation of a wide, generally 
practicable movement as a goal. A movement that devel- 
Ops a counter-position to the existing system and one that 
fights - with its own weapons - the hegemonic social 
structure! 


Anti-fascist Action/Nation-Wide Organization - Oc- 
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Against The Fascist Organizing Centre! 


One of various discussions that have been going on in Germany over the last two years is a discussion about an 
organizational model. This model is trying to draw on the experiences and learn the lessons from the Autonomen 
movement and to build a nationwide (federal) structure. The Antifascist Action/Nation-Wide Organisation (AA/BO) 
is the beginnings of an organization, which has arisen from discussion going on in various autonomen, antifascist 
groups. The AA/BO is now taking practical steps and has gone public. The individual member groups of the AA/BO 
from the various towns and regions in Germany form the basis of the structure. The idea is that the regional structures 
will send delegates to the federal meetings, where the level of organisation allows it. However, in this initial phase, 
almostall delegates are seni by the individual town groups to the federal meetings. The main emphasis in the decision- 
making process, building political structures, the basis for organization and practice is decentralized, i.e., in the towns 
and regions. The national meetings guarantee the contact, the exchange of ideas and experiences gained in the 
building workand the cooperation between the various groups and projects. The long term goal is to be able to make 
decisions and campaign on a national level. We conducted this interview with a male and female comrades, whose 
group is part of the AA/BO. Since it is also a principle of the AA/BO that the groups are responsible for their locality 
or region, they do not speak as representatives of the AA/BO, but for themselves. A state has not yet been reached, 
whereby the individual groups are in a position to represent the entire organization. We have given the comrades the 


names Anna and Arthur. 


Why do you personally take part in this project? It is 
really a long process which you have engaged upon. 
Why do you think that an organization is necessary? 


Arthur: I have been working in political groupings since 
the mid-eighties. I became politically active in the last 
years of the Startbahn (Airport Runway) years (1). I have 
been active in many groups and initiatives since then. I 
think that my experiences collected in those years are 
nothing new to many comrades here in Germany: groups 
that fell apart once the campaigns were over, a lack of 
commitment, cycle politics, and just with a gut feeling. In 
view of this kind of structure, it is no wonder that whole 
movements such as the runway movement could just 
disappear after a wave of state repression (in 1987 after 
the shootings). The anti-authoritarian history of the radi- 
cal left in Germany since 68 has now reached a point, 
where we have to stand back and take a look at where we 
are. That does not mean we should now dig out the old 
authoritarian structures, but neither can we hang around 
our infoshops, find our old structures great and wait for 
better times. The last 3 years, in the aftermath of the re- 
unification of Germany have shown that we are not able 


to put up anything against the reactionary wave that has 
flooded over everyone. That is not just amatterof the pigs 
being so strong. That is why I found the Goettingen paper 
at thetime to be a correct and courageous step forward. At 
the same time the Heinz Schenk debate was going on in 
Berlin too. That I found no coincidence, rather it was clear 
that we have to change our structures. It is also clear that 
this is a jump into cold water. However, I think it is quite 
understandable that the people who are now making that 
jump (all of them from autonomen groupings) do not 
want to copy the politics of the K-groups orto build anew 
Socialist Unity Party (former ruling party in the German 
Democratic Republic), or any of the other crap we've 
heard. I feel sorry for comrades who only can think of 
cadre party, when they hear the word organization. It is 
about creating a framework to be able to bring together 
the experiences, commitments and political strategies 
and analyze them, so that we can develop strategies and 
an ability to take action based on them. A political base 
that is “only” derived from trust can work perhaps in your 
group, and I find it correct at that level. However, at any 
level beyond the group, it is not enough. Almost every- 
body says today that organization would be important: 


this decision alone is not enough, or as a comrade wrote 
recently from a jail cell: It has to move forward and not 
just like you feel like! 


The decision alone to organize yourself is not enough 
as you have said. What is still missing in your opinion? 
What do you want to say by that? 


Arthur: What I mean is, a concrete concept how the 
organization should look, because that is just what has 
remained stuck in a rut for years. And also, a debate which 
moves forward, where you can see that something has 
really changed. The whole thing with organization has 
always been stuck in the mud, when it came to coordina- 
tion. Sure, people got together and talked about how 
things were in their town, and they were really happy 
when they found, wow, my god, we could really do 
something together here. Yes, but I think that a workable 
structure never came of it all. Then, there is also that about 
an organization which I think hasto go beyond an intemal 
matter for the scene, or the people who do something 
anyway here, but more of a porthole to the outside, well 
how do I say it (my question! - the translator)? A sort of 
homogenous transparency. Whenever we did anything, it 
does not matterin what area or at whattime, forthe people 
it was always a case of the left autonomen group XYZ, a 
few left-wingers or Autonomen have done this and that. 
It was never anything you could grasp, just something 
diffusely left. Another part is also the simple fact that the 
continual work and responsibility in the group was bome 
by just a few people, who often enough were broken by 
that experience and dropped out sooner or later, because 
they simply couldn't do it anymore. This is a road that 1 
don't want to travel any longer. 


Anna: I was in the Youth Antifa andan awful lot of people 
came to us, but then you stood there with all those people 
and asked yourself, great, but what now? Then nothing 
happened and the people were gone again. The idea was 
missing and you had nothing to offer them.’The people 
came from the surrounding villages and you thought, 
well what do you want to give them to take back? “Well, 
if you want to do something, then hitch your way here 
every day for half an hour and then you can do some- 
thing...” I did not view the idea of organization and the 
papers (3) with any suspicion, on the contrary, it made 
sense. ] read about it and could see it working. I just 
thought that regional structures were necessary because 
small groups of three or four people were always coming 
from somewhere looking for help and advice, and then to 
have clear answers to the questions "who are you, what 
do you do?" And of course that there is something 
universal, (an organization) everywhere. All those pa- 
pers sound somewhat hardline, because they are fairly 
straight. But for me they never sounded like that, because 
fornow they are not yet filled with any substance. But that 
is what it is about. First we need a framework, and that can 
sound ar straight as whatever, but in practice it is usually 
going to be softer and more flexible. And when I imagine 
a practice, that is to say, the filling, in our town, then I can 
imagine something really good. 1f you invest work in 
town and regional structures, then that can give the town 
a real impetus, also to do something with other towns, so 
that you can take action very well within the framework 
of this organization. Even though I have not been active 
for very long, I have got to know scene structures that are 
to some extent lacking commitment. Sometimes I think 
that everything around us is developing politically much 
faster, society seems to be running and running and 
running away in its development and we don’t seem to be 
able to catch up, because there are so many difficulties 
with talking and with the commitment or so, and that we 
are not able to get into a position to take action or to build 
something for ourselves and others, from where we could 
also then go out. No, we seem to be just chasing after 
thing, breathless. And for me the organization model is an 
opportunity for us to build a structure, from where we 
could start to again really take the initiative, to do ourown 


things again, yes, and to be our own factor, not just as a 
reaction and Anti-Nazi-whatever-group, which chases 
around and throws a few leaflets at the masses. That is 
why I am part of this organization. That was not a case of 
dep thought. I read about it and found it just made sense 
and was needed. 


Arthur: What Anna said there | find important too. 
It was never really a problem to mobilize people, demos, 
actions, Antifa-cafe... people came, above all a lot of 
young people. There they all were and that js where the 
problem really began, what were we to do with those 
people. In the Antifa-cafe, well, we could givethem acup 
of coffee. And we could fill their ears with stuff, or if we 
were really lucky we could even give them a leaflet for 
our demo next week. And that led to insecurity on our 
part. That was something we noticed a lot of times. People 
were there and we did not know what to do next. That is 
a really unpleasant situation. You know, there were many 
new people and the others who had been there for some 
time already, they sat somewhere in a comer and did not 
want to or did not feel up to going over to them, because 
they found it embarrassing, "well, great that you are here 
now"... and that was it, right? 


I think too, that is a positive argument for an organi- 
zation, that a clear structure would facilitate self- 
initiative, independence and relating to one another. 
To counterpoise that to the negative hierarchical pic- 


ture of organization. 


Anna: Sure, that’s right. Providing the organization is 
regarding as being universal in the sense of being a 
network and not in the sense of being a hierarchy. How- 
ever, the main thing is your own town, your own region. 
And that is something that I find good about the idea. That 
is quite clear, that your work, or how you agitate politi- 
cally is always orientated on the situation as it is in your 
own town, That is clearly the area where you concentrate 
on. And so I understand this organization model as being 
an opening out to citizens, school pupils, etc. 


Arthur: I think also, that most people who are open to our 
activities, who find something in ourpolitics or whatever, 
have already made the decision to become politically 
active. However, we could only integrate those who were 
willing to accept a scene-lifestyle and found it good for 
them. Other people, for example older people who led a 
different life, could not be accepted or integrated, they 
dropped out/were dropped. Today I see we lost an awful 
lot of people that way. 


You both were already in Antifa-groups before the 
AAJBO started up. Could you tell us today, what has 
changed through the AA/BO in your town. 


Arthur: At the moment, it is just a lot of ideas, and they 
have only partly been put into practice as yet. We are 
trying now to put our publicity work on a new footing and 
to give it a different priority. For example, we have got a 
really good book-stall. Up till now we have only been at 
concerts or scene meetings with our stall, and only people 
who already knew all the stuff we had would come by. 
Now we try to setup a regular book-stall in the pedestrian 
area of the city centre. Another point is that we want to 
have a different relationship with the media. That we 
don't shout at every journalist standing at the edge of 
demos, "camera man - asshole!" (4), but also have in 
mind that that could also be something for us. We are 
trying to make contacts with the press for all kinds of 
activities, whether it be a public meeting, an agitprop 
action, whatever, and to use these contacts for us as much 
as possible. 


We know that the organization of the anti-fascist 
struggle should also have an anti-imperialist direction 
with a counter- perspective tothe capitalist system. We 
have no idea how you can go on from the organization 


idea to a political unity based on content. As we under- 
stand it, you are all very different, being anti-imperi- 
alist, anti-state, and anti patriarchical is very broad 
and general to serve as a basis for the AA/BO; all of us 
can understand something different in such terms. 
Have you set any limits for yourselves here, or are you 
working on a sort of program? Do you have concrete 
concepts as to how you can make a principle, political 
unification? 


Arthur: I think that to come to a common analysis of such 
terms as state, patriarchy, or imperialism is a lesser 
problem. It was almost never a problem to analyze the 
pigs. Our problem was always to relate these analyses 
with society, with the people who live here and to put 
them into practice. To put it simply: We always concern 
ourselves more with the strategies of the pigs than with 
the people who we want to come together with. We have 
founded a working group “Social analysis” now in the 
AA/BO, which will concem itself with how all the shit 
works on people here, in order to find places where we 
can start putting our politics into practice. On the other 
hand we are discussing structures inside the group too. 
We want to find key areas, which we will divide up 
amongst us in working groups, which also get their own 
impetus. Whether that is publicity work, or what I call 
“normal” antifa work, knowing your way around, re- 
searching fascist structures, or networking, making con- 
tacts, building regional structures, etc. Another thing 
which belongs in there is the discussion with other 
groups, who are working on various issues in our town 
and to discuss the concept of organization with them. We 
see that as being necessary for us, because we must get 
our of the antifa comer. A major part of the manifesto is 
to move on from the anti- Nazi movement, which is for us 
the most important part. We have seen that in ourselves 
too, this delegation of workload, which has sometimes 
led to quite perverse divisions. I see divisions, for ex- 
ample, in the separation of anti-racism and anti-fascist 
groups, who work quite independently from each other. 
On the one hand are the anti-racism groups who take care 
of the refugees and on the other hand, the anti-fascist 
groups who take care of the fascists. That I feel is the 
crassest expression of the perverse structures here. We 
had a good example of his in our town. About 6 months 
ago we wrote a leaflet about a part of the town where 
refugee shelters had been built, and where these shelters 
faced some opposition from the locals. We saw that this 
part of town could become something like Mannheim- 
Schonau (5). And we said that once the racist pogrom 
starts, you can only go in and crack the racist’s heads. 
Because by then it is really to late, then you can only put 
yourself in front of the shelters, then you don’t need to 
talk about causes, because then the refugees are your only 
concem. Full Stop. And as that seemed about to happen, 
that could happen, that was the moment in which we had 
to intervene. We then wrote a leaflet addressed to all the 
people living there and had all the classic arguments in it 
about the housing shortage, etc. And we found that with 
the structures we had, it was quite obvious that we could 
tell the people about it, but the Antifa groups were not 
able, for example, to start community defence work. We 
could not start actions against real estate agents or squat 
houses and that is what was needed at that point. You 
know, that you also have to show people a way forward. 
That is just one example for me, why it is necessary to 
move on from the Anti-Nazi movement. If you really 
want to get something over to the people, then you also 
have to show them what you mean, give them something. 
The way antifa structures have been so far, the one thing 
you can show a rabid mobis a big stick, nothing else. And 
the other groups also got there too late, there are no 
common, thought out, political strategies. There are 
many examples of this. 


Anna: There are groups in every town, who work on such 
issues as houses, centres, the housing shortage, etc. The 
only thing is, itis all so chopped up. Itis important to build 


connections, because this concept of ours, not to remain 
stuck on the anti-Nazi movement, is not only dependent 
onus, the other groups are also called upon. They have to 
get involved in anti-fascist work and not to remain on 
those thousands of rails, which run alongside each other 
with none of the junctions that are so necessary. It is 
important that a broader consciousness is created that 
would allow for a more central cooperation. 


So the message of the AA/BO’s manifesto is only to be 
realized, providing the groups in the town are able to 
open up to each other? 


Anna: Yes, and also has to do with the regional work. The 
regional work does not mean just setting up Antifa groups 
everywhere, rather it is also about bringing all the politi- 
cal groupings in the town together, and that is not just a 
matter for Antifa; this means necessarily that we willhave 
to open up to them, and they to us. s 


Arthur: Well, that is a pre-requisite for our group. I can 
imagine that it is seen differently in other towns. An 
organization if it is to be effective, only makes sense to 
me, if the political groups who are working on other 
issues are able to join in. 


For ages there have been debates in autonomen Antifa 
groups about *Revolutionary Antifascism" (6). In the 
groups themselves and in the regional united front 
politics, that has always played a role. Do you expect 
that your organization is going to change the situ- 
ation? What do you think is going to be different? 


Arthur: I think that in most of the Antifa groups, that was 
always a goal that was hardly ever reached. There were 
the slogans “Behind fascism is capitalism” and they were 
meant seriously. However, they never found expression 
in concrete politics. On one hand I think, that the political 
message of the actions never really came over. That 
happened of course too (now and again), but most of the 
time it did not and that was partly the responsibility of the 
Antifa people themselves. That is, they limited them- 
selves to anti-Nazi work. On the other hand, the scene 
was also responsible. The Antifa people were always 
criticized for being a horde out for a fight, but the scene 
also made it too easy for itself. you know, I noticed that 
when this fascist offensive started here, the left move- 
ment was gripped by horror. Then the Left screamed for 
the Antifa. Then it was clear that the fascists were not a 
side issue anymore, but an existing reality. And after a 


. very short time, we were alone with it again, that was just 


a flash in the pan. Every day the fascists attacked some- 
where and we were left just holding demos in front of 
bumt out refugee hostels. I think the Antifa was really just 
left out there alone. It was often a cased of not being able 
to do anything else anymore. You were always on the 
road. We made an attempt to make the whole thing 
broader, that is in practice. Faced with the accusation that 
the Antifa always came along when the fascists were 
there, like some kind of autonomen special unit and took 
over, so that no one else had a chance of learning some- 
thing out of the confrontation, we drew conclusions. We 
formed groups, who acted out the practical situations 
(Fascists in the bar, in the railway station...) and tried out 
what choices for action there were. And how as many 
people as possible could take part, who did not want to 
use violence. These groups then became training groups, 
who had practised specifically how men and women 
could cope practically with the confrontation and what 
you could do. In our initiatives we presented something 
like this for the whole scene, to do it together, to learn 
together and so on. And there was not interest, verbally 
sure, but practically it just died sooner or later. Nobody 
came any more. 


You have shown now, that it is quite a problem, that 
continual committed political work is often dependent 
on personal structures and, moreover, remained rela- 





tively ineffective. We also think that the growth of a 
new organization represents a solution for this prob- 
lem. However, we think it is important, that the struc- 
ture of such an organization must also enable many 
people to participate and make decisions, and that the 
organization has room for learning precesses and 
emancipatory developments, so that people are not 
functionalized for the sake of effective politics. What 
do you think about this? 


Arthur: These people, who were conscious of their re- 
sponsibility and were prepared to commit themselves, 
were often as not only a few people. And there are really 
two ways that these people can deal with it. I think it is up 
to just these very people to work on dissolving such 
structures. That is to say, either these people have a 
position in the group, discover their ambitions to take 
power and find the way things are quite good and nothing 
changes. Or really, these people must work on putting 
themselves out of a job, making themselves superfluous. 
Do you know what I mean? Being aware of your respon- 
sibility means to make open this responsibility and to 
share it and not sit on it. I am not so utopian to believe that 
everybody is going to be sitting there on the same terms, 
with the same responsibility and the same commitments. 
That has never worked and will never work. And in a 
certain way, there will always be hierarchies in every 
structure. I think it depends on how the groups deal with 
it. Hierarchies are possible, where a trust exists and then 
hierarchies are o.k., despite everything. There are ques- 
tions here, where we in the BO will have to think very 
carefully. The way the structure looks at the moment, it is 
a collective structure with no cadre and also no people 
who say which way we go or whatever. Naturally, when 
the BO is a success sooner or later, let's say that our ideas 
give us a push forwards, perhaps we will arrive at a point 
where a nationwide meeting of delegates is no longer 
effective for our work. Perhaps the BO is required to issue 
a press statement or react in some other form and it is not 
possible to wait two months until the next national meet- 
ing to make a decision. Perhaps, some time, it is going to 
be necessary to have structures only involving a few 
people or perhaps we will have an office, that stands for 
the entire BO. And who are going to be the people who are 
in that office? 


And how do the other deal with their situation? 


Anhur: Yes, those are the kind of discussions that lie 
before us. Really, I cannot say too much at this point. I 
think that these are also decisive points, but only time will 
tell. 7 






An essential reason for the collapse, the splits and di- 
visions in the Autonomen organizations are also the 
lacking and refused debates about sexist and patriar- 
chal conditions of violence inside the revolutionary 
Left. And the inability to cope with the contradictions 
that erupted when confronted with the radical women 
and lesbian organization. We see this experience as 
being one fo several central pillars of our revolution- 
ary politics and history. What is their influence on the 
discussions going on about the development of the AA/ 
BO, and what significance do they have for you? 


Arthur: We have to give this answer in pieces. Firstly, in 
general terms: one point is that the Antifa groups have 
always been male-dominated. I think though that the 
structures we have in mind for our Antifa work, are such 
and it has been said very plainly, that Antifa politics can 
no longer be a “playground for heroes”. What we under- 
stand under Antifa politics and how we want to do 
something, leaves no room forthose who only come with 
feelings of hatred. And that we had often enough, just 
wanting to hit the fascists in the face. No, that is not all. 
Another point is that we hope that the excessive imbal- 
ance of having too many men, which resulted from this 
attitude will be corrected. 


How do you imagine these structures? 


Arthur: Work, that Antifa is more than just beating up 
fascists. That quite simply there are many points for us to 
concentrate on. That does not mean that if we do publicity 
work, etc, forexamplea stall in the town centre, that at last 
the women can also take part in Antifa work. That is not 
what I mean! I know at lest from the towns where the BO 
is most developed, that there are more active women than 
men. We still have a crass imbalance of too many men. I 
find in discussion, which I have personally, that there are 
more and more women who want to take part and who 
start quite different discussions and see much more. That 
is not an answer to your question, but maybe a part of it. 


Anna: I think one point, why it happened the way it did, 
was because the entire patriarchy discussion were not 
taken seriously enough. If they had been taken seriously 
and their importance recognized, then it would have been 
quite logical, that it is a quite normal and self-explanatory 
part of our work. If we can talk to people about anti- 
racism, then why not about anti-sexism? Then there is the 
question, “how do you do all this, how do you make it 
become a normal part of your work?” Perhaps you need 
a practical part in such discussions, because it if true to 
say that the result has often been that at the end of along 
list of demands on leaflets, against this against that, 
against the other and then against patriarchy or against 


sexism. For me that is however more of a matter for the 
men to take seriously. That means to take the discussions 
more seriously and to take themselves more seriously, 
because that is all to often lacking. If you criticize some 
shit or other thatis going on, “now just look at the way you 
all are acting again’... or this and that is missing in a 
leaflet, lets talk about it, for example violence against 
women, then often you here things like, “oh no, here we 
go again". And that is a very difficult question, that we 
have not found any answers to yet for ourselves; and I 
think that as yet,it has not been talked about, at least only 
in so far as having a demand (against sexism). And of 
course, in individual discussions, there are a lot of differ- 
ent experiences that clash here. Some discussions are 
really scientific and distanced. At the end of such discus- 
sions you have defined the patriarchy like you do for 
imperialism, but nothing comes of it, it is not integrated 
into the general analysis of society. 


Arthur: I heard a lot of discussions at the end of the 80s, 
when the women publicized alot on this subject in the left 
media. Quite often this discussion was fairly theoretical, 
scientific. However not a lot has stuck, moreover, we 
have seen a retreat. The discussions were brought into all 
groups, including the Antifa. There were a lot of papers 
about patriarchy, really scientific things, and we studied 
and read them. At the end we could then say, well that is 
really bad. We could explain what patriarchy is, perhaps 
even with examples from the scene. But that was all that 
happened. Here and there we saw "men groups" being 
formed. There were then often verbal self-whipping ses- 
sions - I don't want to tarbrush all men groups - about 
what a pig you really are, but in reality not much changed. 
Rather, taboos were set up. You know, you can not say 
this or that, but there were no real conflicts, orat least only 
rarely did men form a real consciousness. 


Yes, that’s right. You can see that now, where the pres- 
sure from the women Is off. What have the men just 
learned or what have they really made a part of them- 
selves? And when you say there have been some set- 
backs, then that has something to do with their not 
making this into something of their own. 


Anna: That is just it, exactly what I meant, this is a matter 
for men. If we are to agitate outside the groups, then I 
don’t want to do the men’s work for them, I want to do it 
with the women, that is clear. This work has to be done 
inside the groups too, the men for themselves; how can 
these politics work outside, how can it become an every- 
day part of us, the practice is still non-existent. To recog- 
nize the importance of this for the men themselves and 
not just to get on with the women - not just because you 
donot want to be an asshole, there is still along way to go 
until we reach this point. This entire escalation, all the 
racist attacks, also applies to the violence against women, 
which has always been there. This violence has also 
escalated in an incredible way lately. That must be incor- 
porated into our politics, if we say social analysis, if we 
want to become a factor either in our town or as a federal 
organization, then weneed to intervene on such issues. If, 
for example, we approach gangs of youth, and that is 
happening in many towns, then this way of thinking is 
often dropped, even though it is on this issue that there are 
many problems. 


Arthur: There is also a question, which often as not leaves 
me swamped by the size of the problem. If I take a look 
outside of the scene, that is, outside of the autonomen 
scene, then I often think "Oh God...". Take, for example, 
our really crass experiences with the gangs. The fascists 
were downtown, we Autonomen we too few to attack 
them. A Turkish gang of youths came by and they found 
the idea great, they wanted to help. That was really just a 
technical affair, we will now do something together. 
There was also a bit of revolutionary romanticism; we 
and the "foreign kids together" - smirks and grins. That 
was really straightforward, we would beat them up, that 


was until the Turkish kids started talking crap: “There are 
some women with them (the fascists), you can have 
them.” As war booty, so to say. Then you are really 
stumped, really you should just smack them in the face 
for such stuff, or at least some verbiage like “That is not 
what we want, get lost!” On the other hand there is the 
possibility of pushing the fascists (males and females) 
out. 


That is the question, who do you do in such a situ- 
ation??? 

Arthur: In such a case, we just gulped and decided for the 
latter. OK, so what you leam form it is you have to talk to 
these people. But that is one heap of work. The stuff that 
goes on in our scene is laughable in comparison. That 
wold not be a discussion, such as we know on the topic. 


Anna: But exactly there, in this kind of situation, that is 
where it is important to start such discussions. It does not 
matter how, but you have to gain experience. OK, that is 
a totally different scene, that is not like ours, it is not that 
easy. If you agitate on the outside, then you have to more 
realistic, find out what can be done first, what the next 
step is and how to talk. Similar problems existed in 
refugee work, when groups with women in them who 
went to hostels. They were stared at too. There too the 
discussions did not take place immediately. The next 
time the women sent the men in first, and they said, “the 
women belong to us, no staring or trying anything” !!. 
That sounds tough, but it was a practical solution first off. 
We looked at it from the angle of what could be done 
differently in practice. All the same, it was still bad, 
because it meant that no discussions could start around 
this point, as how you could now deal with such stuff, but 
instead we contented ourselves with this stop-gap solu- 
tion. But these things are part of everyday life here (the 
come ons, etc.), and that you have to deal with as a 
woman, but also as a man in the scene and to develop your 
work by discussion. 


Arthur: That is what itis also all about, when you hearthis 
slogan “break down the walls of our scene-ghetto", 
which will also determine our success, and even in all the 
shit that goes on inside the scene - all the way as faras rape 
- there are still not the same modes of behaviour that are 
part and parcel of everyday life outside. 


Anna: Despite all the shit that goes on there is still more 
peace and quiet. Asa women you can still move a bit more 
safely than elsewhere. 


But I think only relatively speaking. 


Anna: Of course only relatively speaking. That is why I 
also find it so important that the guys worry about it. My 
part as a woman is to worry about other women to build 
their confidence and self-esteem. To talk with women 
also those who are not outside the scene, right... also to 
strengthen the women who are not in the scene. To do 
something, to hammer on the table now and again. But we 
don't have a cut and dried solution either. That is a 
problem and it is a deficit. 


Arthur: I must admit, that I still have a big question mark 
before me. What remains valid for me, is that the guys 
have to start doing it, that it is impossible to wait for the 
women's movement to make demands on us yet again, 
for guys to start now. It has to be clear that you can not 
operate outside the scene with the aims that you have in 
the scene, well, the same aims sure, but not go the same 
way to make changes. 


Organized antifa groups and the militant attacks 
against fascists or the open fighting in the streets is not 
new. At the moment there are debates about the ques- 
tion of violence and at the same time an increased 
planned criminalization against active anti-fascists. 


We think that the inadequacy of the struggle against 
the patriarchal structures produced by society are 
also a reason why the militant resistance against the 
fascists has not been able to win out, in as far as it has 
not been taken up by the masses. Do you believe that a 
more precise debate on the question of revolutionary 
violence and the fight against power relations would 
strengthen our ranks much more? 


Arthur: I think that is very important, we simply must talk 
about violence. You hear quite often a shout go up "What, 
not violence, not again...”, particularly in our relations to 
youth, we must de-mystify this question. We must ex- 
press more clearly that we do not get a kick out of 
violence, that we don't find violence attractive, on the 
contrary, we hate it. We often glorify violence too, it rust 
be dealt with more objectively, in a more sober manner, 
because it really is the opposite to what we are struggling 
for. That is nothing new, if you look at it this way... 


Well, think that itis really not spoken about too often, 
this conflict was on one hand always clear, that it was 
necessary for one reason or another; to drive back the 
fascists, to hold and defend areas, there are always a 
thousand rational reasons. In the drive forward how- 
ever, often you fail to take a look at yourself, or your 
own attitude towards violence. I have tended to leave 
that to others often as not, who had it straight in their 
minds. I was not always so sure, though I found it 
correct. However that was never an issue, as a group 
we never clarified such taboos, At the most we talked 
aboutit with friends now and again. It was not possible 
for everyone to talk about it together. 


Arthur: I also think that it is not possible to simply push 
away the reservations that people have. That is what also 
makes us different from the fascist, that is something 
positive that is a part of us. We could go outside with this 
much more, make the power relations here an issue, what 
violence also means for the pigs. We must make it clear 
that violence is a means for us and not a value. We are 
probably going to be the last some time to still have a 
certain non-violence on our banners, probably the only 
ones to still say it out loud. 


We must make the conditions of violence much more 
clear, that is about the really crass repression/exploi- 
tation, that we are also against, whether it be in physi- 
cal conflicts with male and female fascists, or in mili- 
tant politics. 


Anna: Yes, our Youth Antifa has also had such discus- 
sions. People have held talks on exactly such topics, 
where the point was made, the relevance of violence and 
non-violence. We have had such discussions lots of 
times, especially with young people. We exchanged 
experiences and people experienced how the pigs acted. 
Many had never suspected the way it is. For example, at 
REP meetings (The Republikaner - REP - are the biggest 
party on the Right in Germany), a lot of school kids go out 
against these meetings and then they get scared when 
they see the pigs, they make their experiences. 


Arthur: What we have to watch is that we remember to 
emphasize the success of action where we use violence. 
That is often missing. It is a simple fact, that the fascists 
have been driven back in those towns where there are 
functioning, offensive antifascist structures. It is quieter 
there for now. Often male and female fascists move out, 
or at least young kids are not so easily recruited, even if 
only because they are scared of the autonomen. Those are 
successes at a time when the foreigners and left-wingers 
are in a life and death situation. That is propagated much 
too rarely. Also, in comparison to all these candle-lit 
demos, with the politicians from Bonn in the front. 
Another group from the AA/BO made a good interven- 
tion. I'll tell you about it: some of them disguised them- 
selves as foreigners and joined the ranks of such a candle- 


lit demo. Others from the groups disguised themselves as 
fascists and attacked them. A large part of the people in 
the demo just tumed around and walked away. In a real 
attack, the fascists could have done whatever they 
wanted. Some foreign kids then intervened and the group 
explained to them what was going on and why. That 
really had an effect on the people, they were shocked/ 
moved. We have had some real successes in our offensive 
fight against the fascists, we just have to make them 
public knowledge. 


The AA/BO’s concept places great emphasis on pub- 
licity work. Is there a kind of concept for cooperation 
with the bourgeois media? What about the necessity 
for your own independent information channels? 
What do you mean by publicity work? 


Arthur: Well, above all, we have to change something 
regarding the way of thinking, the awareness and so 
improve the possibilities that we have of using the media. 
I think we have to be more aware of that. I also think that 
we have to build up a more consistent approach to the 
press, that goes beyond a "here's our leaflet for the next 
demo..." It is quite clear that we must approagh this issue 
tactically. There really are quite big differences between 
our areas of interest and theirs. We should also be aware 
howeverthat there are quite a lot of critical journalists, for 
example those old 68ists, who had aims for a critical 
joumalism, even if their are only a few left who have the 
guts for it. Nevertheless there is an interest in such 
articles, and we have an interest that something comes 
over in the media. There is of course the value and 
commodity, “Information”, which we can work with, to 
exploit the competition amongst the press, when we see 
fit to. We cannot expect that we can convey our politics, 
our issues, via the media. The divergence of interests is 
simply to great for that, but nevertheless we need to look 
at this closely. How we can get something in there on a 
regular basis and not only at times where there is greater 
interest and sensationalism. 


Anna: I also think we have to have that in mind when 
there are demos and stuff, when reporters talk to us, We 
must be able to tell them something, and not to treat them 
as assholes just because they did not publish our last 
leaflet. Another sort of publicity work is to go with anaim 
in mind to schools and colleges, to hold lectures, offer 
seminars or simply distribute leaflets on a regular basis. 
Info-stalls in the town centre are also very important, as 
a point for people to come to, but also as an action which 
many people can join in on. 


It appears that not all antifa groups and initiatives and 
individual activists support your organizational 
model. How do you concelve working together with 
such groups, what are the consequences in your town? 


Anna: There is an "observer" status for interested people 
in our discussion structures, in order to provoke a deci- 
sion from such people on where they stand. When we 
look at individuals or other groups that are active, then we 
see a willingness to work together. Our view on coopera- 
tion is also, however, a long-term one. The criticism that 
not everybody supports the organizational model of the 
AA/BO is one that was also expressed at the national 
meeting. In other words, there is a danger of a split - 
moreover, there were many groups who only came once. 
We also had a long debate about whether or not to join. 
We were more or less unanimous in our decision to try it 
out. The decision was made in the FO to make the 
decision public now and to start. That was the result of 
approximately two years of critical arguments. Now we 
wanted to finally make a start as decided AA/BOers. A lot 
will be revealed by the concrete work and be resolved - 
hopefully. 


Just now, there are quite a few debates going on about 
united front/coalition politics, cooperation with bour- 


geois and reformist groups. What is the attitude of the 
AA/BO and your groups to this issue? 


Anna: The question of coalition politics or cooperation 
with other institutions such as ProAsylum,etc. are 
weighed differently depending on the conditions in each 
town, because these vary from town to town. In some 
towns the anti-fas made good contacts, for example, with 
the Greens, because the people organized there were ok. 
In our town for example, the opposite is the case. And as 
a whole it is a case whereby it is necessary to be open for 
Cooperation at certain points, whether that be in collect- 
ing signatures for resolutions or mobilizing support from 
organizations for demos or whatever. That is clear and 
goes on in all member-town affiliated with the AA/BO 
and experiences vary widely. There were discussions 
about what people and groups should be invited to the 
first joint meeting of the AA/BO. Thé result was that 
generally-speaking, we thought about it all together, but 
that the individual towns had a free hand as far as which 
groups and institutions they invited from their own town. 
That is what you can say about the entire AA/BO. 


Arthur: There were discussions that were about how we 
have to propagate our positions more clearly in our 
regional work. In other words, that we want to take an 
offensive line and not to make all these compromises so 
quickly. We have made these experiences of coalitions 
with the Greens and the Peace initiatives, etc., whereby 
all sat there on equal terms with one vote. However, it was 
always quite clearly our thing to mobilize all the people 
out on the streets. Those mobilized were made up to 
almost always 80% from people in our structures. That is 
due to the fact that their politics are designed to take place 
in the town councils or whatever. Whether you take the 
DGB as an example or someone else. And that is some- 
thing that we will stress more strongly in future, that our 
mobilization force is much greater. In our town we have 
had a lot of bad experiences, because we were not offen- 
sive enough with this. We have also drawn some conse- 
quences from this. There were for example SPDers in our 
coalition who just handed the entire minutes of meetings 
over to the police and now we say that we want nothing 
to do with the SPD. That is clearly the enemy, that is no 
coalition. The most important thing about united front 
politics is to draw such positions, to see who is relevant in 
the coalition and who is not. 


The state’s politics has been to claim to be anti-racist 
over the past months and that they want to combat 
neo-fascism. Right, and there you sit with the town 
council factions and local branches of the correspond- 
ing parties represented in the national parliament. Do 
you confront them with their politics or do you just let 
them sit in, because it is a case of building a front in the 
town against the fascists? 


Arthur: Jt becomes an interesting question in view of 
youth organizations such as the JUSOs. There are often 
some people there, who are really fit, but are there 
because they never got to know anything different. Sure, 
then we tell them right out, what we think about the SPD 
and JUSO». Itis however important to make our positions 
and our politics clear to them. We also have made the 
experience, that as a result people have deserted to join 
us. I find it important to confront them again and again. 
There are often people sitting there with illusions, real 
communists from the Trotskyist wing, who have been 
dreaming for a hundred years of undermining the SPD 
and of course, the debate with such people does not go on 
in the coalition, but also more often. 


Have you also seen an orlentation to other anti-fascist 
organizations in other european countries in your dis- 
cussions, for example AFA in Britain or SCALP in 
France? 


Anna and Arthur: No, we haven't. 


And do you know anything about them? 


Arthur: To be honest, ermmm, well, no... Well something 
about the Anti-Fascist Action in Britain, but I have never 
heard about the French comrades. 


Well, to keep it short: In France there is a national 
organization of radical anti-fascist groups who call 
themselves SCALP. In the Netherlands there are anti- 
fascists on a national network right now 
called AFA - Antifascist Aktie. What importance does 
international organization and coordination have for 
the AA/BO? 


Arthur: I think that it is extremely important. And when 
the AA/BO is set up properly, then the cooperation with 
groups in other countries takes on quite a different char- 
acter. International linking means years of solidarity 
work here. If we have an organization here, that is 
organized really well, then other countries will be able to 
relate to us quite differently. That is something that was 
often missing here, and that meant that “only” solidarity 
work was left for us to do. 


With the exception of the West European Front, for 
example. 


Arthur: Ok, ok, right. Sure, the same goes for Antifa 
structures, as for other structures too, that it would be 
really stupid to just look at your own country. I also find 
it important that the character has changed. I know from 
my own experience with the Kurds, for example, that 
they always had problems with the Left here, because 
quite simply we did not have any organization. Nothing 
occurred to them, except that we could do some solidarity 
work for them, just because our structures were totally 
obtuse and chaotic, impossible to relate too. We have 
heard from other countries, that there is some interest in 
the AA/BO, from Italy and Spain. 


Anna: The Spider's Web, the computer mailbox system 
is one point. It has made it possible to get material and 
information. This has led to it now being possible to 
communicate. We are in the midst of linking up among 
ourselves and to build an organization. It is still too early 
for international cooperation. 


Arthur: It is however also the case that the international 
work has become less. That is also quite logical, that our 
attention is inward right now, in view of the fact that we 
are secing a downturn in this country. In the past we have 
seen many more intemationalist mass demos about El 
Salvador, South Africa, etc. There was a big left-wing 
movement on these issues out on the streets and many 
groups were doing international work. The awareness 
and the power were there to take on the intemational 
work. That has now collapsed. Because here in this 
country the shit has hit the fan and everything has ex- 
ploded in our faces. Itis very difficult to have an effect by 
working such issues. It must not be allowed to remain like 
it is, but that is the situation right now. I find a link-up, 


especially with European countries because of similar is 
not consecutive developments, to be important, We must 
work on a structured cooperation. And it is super-impor- 
tant to link up with groups such as AFA and SCALP, and 
to start an exchange. 


Footnotes: 


1. From the end of the 70s until 1987 there were hard 
struggles at the airport of Frankfurt/Main against the 
Runway West, which was an imperialist project. There 
was a big movement of social protest by initiatives of 
citizens and militant resistance of left radical groups. In 
1987 two policemen were shot during an annual demon- 
stration on November 2 (the day in 1981 when a hut 
village resisting in the forest where the runway was to be 
built was brutally evicted by the cops). The following 
Oppression weakened the resistance as well as the 
struggles connection into society. The regional resis- 
tance-scene was kept busy with the following trials and 
the effects of oppression on their own structures. 


2. In the late summer of 1991 a discussion paper on the 
question of autonomous organizing was published by an 
Antifa group from Gotengen (a city in the north of 
Germany). It made concrete proposals on structures of 
organizing, membership and statutes. The necessity of 
better organizing was briefly explained. There were 
opposing critiques given on this paper, and the discussion 
became very lively, especially among autonomous 
groups. 


3. Since the summer of 1991, a very controversial discus- 
sion on the forms of autonomous politics took place. It 
was initiated by a group calling itself “Heinz Schenk” (a 
famous folk-tv-star of the beer-and-wine wing) and criti- 
cized autonomous politics very sharply for, eg. ghetto- 
mentality, campaign-politics, subjectivism and uncon- 
sciousness towards history. This was the context in which 
the Gottingen paper was published. 


4. The SED (Socialist Party of Unity) was the ruling party 
in the GDR (German Democratic Republic) 


5. In May/June 1992, a refugee camp was attacked by 
neighbours for some days. The refugees were directly 
exposed to an aggressive racist terror. They couldn't 
walk on the street and could not sleep at night. In this 
situation, antifascist groups intervened and expelled the 
people in order to be present during the following days 
and weeks to protect the camp. This intervention caused 
hard attacks by the police during demonstrations, but also 
drew the publics attention to the situation. 


6. That's an analysis and practice of autonomous groups 
during the 80s. To fight fascism also means to fight the 
imperialist system. The continuity of fascism in German 
economic and political structures was always obvious. In 
the mid-80s there was lots of analysis, discussion and 
activity around this theme. 


Interview With A Militant From Autonome Antifa (M) 


Following the establishment of contacts between members of Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) [in the UK. - ed.] and 
Autonome Antifa (M), a militant anti-fascist group in Gottingen in Germany, a speaking tour was arranged for one 
of their militants in this country. During that tour this interview was set up by Fighting Talk [AFA's magazine - ed.], 
to introduce people in this country to the methods and ideas of militant anti-fascists in Germany and also to introduce 
a regular column in future issues, given over to their national organization: Antifaschistische AKtion/Bundesweite 


Organisation. 


As people will learn from the following text, it's not just all boneheads and racist attacks in Germany, indeed, 
the fight against the fascists is both well organized and highly imaginative... 


What's the major fascist outfit on the streets and what 
are their strengths? 


It's not quite easy to identify a fascist in daily life. 
Apart from fascist skinheads, they look pretty ordinary. 
But if you look at demos or parades they wear special 
combat gear that shows quite clearly the tradition under 
which they are marching. For example, FAP (the succes- 
sor of the NSDAP) activists wear uniforms on marches 
which are almost identical to the historical Nazi uni- 
forms. For the fascists, this is one way of showing their 
strength. The rising power and political relevance of the 
extreme right goes close together with the falling of the 
Wall and the resulting economic situation. 

For most people, especially on the territory of the 
ex-GDR, left ideas, utopias, are no real altemative be- 
cause of 40 years of GDR dictatorship. They say: if that 
was socialism, then I don't want to have anything to do 
with socialism. So we can't reach huge parts of the 
German population with progressive ideas and our 
propaganda at the moment. On the other hand, many 
people lose confidence in capitalism, rising unemploy- 
ment and no economic perspective drive people to de- 
spair. This is the ground on which fascist propaganda 
succeeds. Slogans like “German jobs for German work- 
ers only” are well received. 

Racism, especially, in large areas of German soci- 
ety, is a good breeding ground for fascist organizations. 
Talking big, right-wing slogans, music from fascist 
bands, “Skinhead, better say Bonehead styling” is trendy. 
Not all of these kids are hard-core fascists, but this is a 
"twilight zone” where racist, fascist ideas are mixed with 
youth rebellion. This is the sphere where most of the 
brutal attacks against foreigners come from. It happens 
mostly spontaneously or “out of amood.” These kids are 
the ones the fascists try to get hold of, this is their 
recruiting ground where they try to draw the kids into 
their organization. And that's the real great danger. If the 
fascists succeed in doing so. 


In Britain, one of the most important strategies of the 
BNP in recent years has been to jump on the back of 
racial difficulties on estates etc., presenting them- 
selves as the answer for white residents, and their 
emphasis on parades etc., has been limited in favor of 
this. A similar thing happened in Rostock, but how 
many other “Rostocks” have gone unreported, and 
what, if anything, has been the response of militant 
anti-fascists in Germany? 


After Rostock, the fascists tried to create loads of 
“little Rostocks” but didn't succeed in gathering again 
such a massive crowd to follow their terror. Since then, 
almost every day fascist attacks take place. To get an 
impression, here are a few official figures from the Office 
for the Protection of the Constitution. 

Needless to say, the real figures are a lot higher. 
1992 saw 2,584 serious fascist attacks, 90% against 
foreigners. It's 74% more than in '91. Seventeen people 
got killed in '92 by fascists. Usually, after a fascist attack 
has taken place, a demonstration is organized by anti- 
fascist groups. That's not enough, no question. But also 
direct, militant actions take place. Again official figures: 
In '92, 398 militant actions happened against fascists, 
almost 400 got rather badly injured. Tbe well-known 


fascist leader Gerhard Kaind] was killed in Berlin by anti- 
fascists. 


One thing that doesn’t get reported in Britain is 
whether the fascists are trying to organize in the 
workplace/trade unions. If they are, what are their 
tactics and how are they organized? 


Since the early 80's the fascists are trying to set up 
their own trade union, until now this project wasn't very 
successful but is still part of their strategy. More left-wing 
trade unionists had to deal with, for some time now, an 
increasing number of people in the workplaces being 
open minded for easy fascist solutions and propaganda. 
It's a sad thing, but if we look at the latest election results, 
pretty often in traditional working class areas, the fascists 
have gained a lot of new votes. At present the fascists are 
playing no role in the trade unions. If a member is spotted 
as racist/fascist he gets thrown out straight away. Anti- 
fascist propaganda within the trade unions doesn’t get 
much feedback. Most working class people are not inter- 
ested in politics. 


How many national anti-fascist/anti-racist organiza- 
tions are there in Germany, and what sort of numbers 
are we talking about? 


The anti-fascist movement in Germany is divided 
in two big groups. On the one hand you gotthe VVN/BdA 
(anti-fascist organization). This organization was 
founded shrotly after World War II and was led by 
Moscow-oriented, dogmatic communists until the wall 
came down in '89. It was directly sponsored by the GDR 
govemment. The politics of this organization were strict 
reformist following a legal course, e.g. not supporting 
direct, militant action in any way. Politically they always 
forged alliances with the SPD (similar to the Labour 
Party) and the trade unions. Practically, they always 
marched where the fascists would definitely not show up, 
in contrast to the militant anti-fascists, who were trying to 
directly hit and physically confront the fascists. 

When the wall came down their whole organiza- 
tional structure broke down. Now, in the stage of reor- 
ganization and moving away from their old dogmatic 
positions, they're looking more and more for cooperation 
and alliances with the revolutionary wing of the anti- 
fascist movement: the autonomous anti-fascists. 

Autonomous anti-fascist groups are spread all over 
Germnay but are not 2 homogenous movement. They are 
concurring that militancy plays an important part in their 
politics against the capitalist state and the fascists. They 
also do agree on the coherence of imperialism and fas- 
cism. But that's about it really, no exact definition of the 
term "autonomous" exists. The autonomous movement 
as such is a mixture of various communist, anarchist, etc. 
political currents which came out of the specific political 
situation in Germany. 

One of the central themes at the moment is the 
discussion about organizational structures within the 
autonomous scene. In '92 the Antifaschistische Aktion/ 
Bundesweite Organisation (Anti-Fascist Action/Nation- 
Wide Organization) was founded. It comes out of the 
need to fight the fascists effectively on a national level 
with organized force and on an anti-imperialist base. So 
far, 14 anti-fascist groups from 11 different cities are 


members. Some of the autonomous groups refuse to 
become members because of a deep going fear of pos- 
sible hierarchies, party-like developments and out of a 
general refusal of any form of organization (which is a 
very special problem amongst the German lefties). It's 
hard to tell how many people are actually involved in the 
movement, official figures talk of about 2-6000 people. 


Within these organizations, what is the political, class 
and ethnic make-up? 


À working class as such isn't existing, better say the 
class consciousness isn't existing any more. Most of the 
political activists have a middle class background, few 
workers are involved in the movement, they are rather the 
exception. The working class plays no part in the anti- 
fascist struggle. And, sad but true, there are more working 
class people marching with the fascists than on our side. 
The politicised foreigners in Germany are organized in 
their own groups. Strong Turkish and Kurdish organiza- 
tions are active, nut cooperation is often difficult because 
most of them are following a very strict dogmatic com- 
munist/stalinist line and their main activities have to do 
with their own countries of origin. Beside these organiza- 
tions are another two big groups, political emigrants and 
8 huge number of economic refugees, mostly from east- 
em Europe. 

Quite often local self-defense groups are formed, 
but they can’t risk getting into trouble with the police, 
because they might lose their residency permits for Ger- 
many. Another big group are the kids of the foreigners, 
grown up in Germany, they organize themselves in street 
gangs. Although they are not explicitly political, coop- 
eration works quite well sometimes. Within the autono- 
mous movement with the ethnic groups it’s the same as 
with working class people, there are a few, and they are 
the exception. 


FIGHTING TALK had a report recently on anti- 
fascist football fans in Germany, written by one of its 
correspondents. What do you know about the efforts 
being made in the football world against the fascists. 
Which teams are most markedly for or against the 
fascists? 


In many places in Germany you have so-called 
“Fanprojects”. State-paid social workers deal with 
fanclubs tending more to the right wing, this has partly to 
do with the bad image German footie fans got in other 
European countries. We don’t like social workers par- 
ticularly, but some of them are from the left scene and at 
least try to organize good things. One fanclub has to be 
mentioned in this context (yes, you got it right): FC St. 
Pauli. It’s the only good club we can definitely say is anti- 
racist and takes a stand. Other fanclubs might well pro- 
duce stickers and stuff, but this probably only individu- 
als, it doesn't say much about the real numbers. 

Racism and nationalism flare up from time to time 
amongst the fans, but organized fascists never really 
managed to get ahold in the scene because there are quite 
alot of footie fans that don't exactly like fascists amongst 
them. It’s not possible to give a clear statement at football 
grounds, but most fans are more interested in their team 
than in politics. 


What successes have anti-fascists had in organizing 
with local communities against the fascists? What is 
the level of resistance of local ethnic communities in 
response to racial attacks? 


Speaking for the southem part of Lower-Saxony 
(where Gottingen is situated), there are no structures 
comparable to local communities in Britain. If there's a 
fascist attack or something, an anti-fascist emergency 


Communiques From The 


Revolutionary Cells 


The Revolutionary Cells (RZ) are an arined clandestine group active in Germany since the early 70's. Many of their 
actions have been directed against state structures responsible for racist refugeelimmigrant policies. We see this an 
integral part of anti-fascist/anti-racist work and therefore we have included these docuemnts from the RZ' s. 


Social Revolution Against Imperialist Refugee Policies 


They don't dirty their own hands. They don’t them- 
selves take part in the tortures, the rapes, or the executions 
of, for example, Kurdish or Tamil men and women. But 
their business is foul nonetheless. They are a small but 
effective segment in the intemational class war against 
the poor of the three continents. Their weapon is the right 
to grant asylum. Their protection is the anonymity of the 
apparatus of justice; the judges of the council chambers 
for refugees and asylum-seekers of the West German 
Verwaltungsgerichte. If ever something becomes known 
about the racist practices of the courts, then it is only in 
spectacular circumstances - such as the death of a black 
man from Sierra Leone, who, after he was deported by the 
18th court of the Dusseldorf Veraltungsgerichte, was 
tracked down and murdered in his homeland - the man 
responsible: Judge Fix. 

The speed and exactness with which this judge of 
the "horror-court" deals out his negative verdicts to 
asylum-seekers knows a long tradition in Germany. The 
cynical comment of his superiors: the death of the black 
African was, in essence, a "fateful incident". 

The daily horror, the regularity of the deportation of 
refugees from the three continents (that is South America, 
Africa, and Asia) - the denial of their right to existence. 

By far the largest group of these people throughout 
the world who are forced by circumstances to become 
refugees are women. Most of those who, despite closed 
borders, manage to reach the cities are men. Considering 
the 5-year ban on their working, the ban on moving, the 
standard of life in the camps, and the perpetual sense of 
uncertainty, this is a dubious privilege. But it is one which 
is, nevertheless, better than the life of the women and 
children, who must fight for their lives each day in the 
refugee camps of the world's poorest nations-for ex- 
ample the Kurdish refugees in Turkey who fled from Iraq 
to escape German-made gas grenades. 

The female refugees who don’t end up here in a 
bordello or as a purchased spouse, but who rather state 
their demand for life in the form of an asylum request, 
have but few chances: sexist violence, according to the 
German courts is not a reason to flee -never mind the 
torture and rape of women from the resistance or from 
social minorities. 

The torture of political prisoners, in Turkey for 
example, is seen by the courts here as a natural measure 
in the interest of national security and the Oberver- 
waltungsgericht in Munster, in one major decision, char- 
acterized sexist violence against women as a general 
occurrence, not one which is directed against women as 
a sex. In this concrete example the court ruled against a 
woman from Sri Lanka, stating that a rape in a situation of 
civil war is an entirely normal phenomenon and is, 
therefore, no reason for an individual to be granted 
asylum. 

Women are, however, granted the right to asylum if 
they are the spouse of a recognized male refugee. 

It is this contempt for women with which they are 
confronted in the form of sexism both here and at home. 
The attack on female identity is, in reality, also the fear of 
the powers-that-be of the globally increasing resistance 


of women - the resistance of the dispossessed which 
threatens to cause all power-relationships to collapse. 

Today we detonated explosives in the Oberver- 
waltungsgericht in Munster and at the administrative 
court in Dusseldorf, because all those who take part in the 
control and deportation of refugees must know that even 
they can meet with the solidarity of the oppressed. 

In the meantime, we have learned that imperialist 
refugee policies are not neutral as far as far as sex is 
concemed. If men in the cities take up the resistance 
against institutionalized forms of male domination, then 
it must not be done merely under the show of seeming 
equality. That would be no different than a new form of 
deception, because as men in the cities ourselves, we are 
ourselves part of the problem, men who profit from sexist 
and racist power structures. That is why our struggle for 
the elimination of all dominance-relationships is, in the 
first place, a contradictory process. Our relationship to 
the global resistance of women and people of colour must 
be a practical one, and we must attack the institutional- 
ized forms of racism and sexism - solidarity is a principle 
of struggle. 

We are today advancing the campaign against 
imperialist refugee policies which we began in the sum- 
mer of 1986 when the racist mobilization of refugees 
arose in the form of a furious campaign against “eco- 
nomic refugee” and “excess foreigners”. 

‘The result of this well-coordinated campaign by the 
state was the worsening of living conditions for refugees 
and the closing of borders. Racist policies on foreigners 
are part of a global population-and-social plan against the 
poor masses of the three continents. It is directed against 
their right to life and an existence here within the centres 
of imperialism. But this plan is also part of domestic 
social politics here, which is aimed at a new alignment of 
classes. The division of classes, which is carried out in a 
racist manner, as well as sexism, are the only ideological 
weapons whereby the ruling elite can divert attention 
away from the social consequences of capitalist restruc- 
turing, the attack on the minimum-wage, the worsening 
of labour provisions, the dirty, low-paid labour in poor 
working conditions, the compulsion on the unemployed 
to find work, and the isolation of the sick and aged. 

The propaganda for families, the campaign by the 
Right against abortion law 218, and the introduction of 
new reproductive techniques are all part of an attack on 
the identity of women, who also here are starting, in 
increasing numbers, to refuse to accept patriarchal struc- 
tures and are forming a resistance. 

These population-and-social-politics exhibit a 
character of social Darwinism. These practices of selec- 
tion and eradication are becoming more obvious through 
the way in which asylum-policies and gene-and repro- 
ductive-technology are propagandized. In one European 
research project; "Predicative Medicine", openly eu- 
genic practices were proposed. In the initial design of the 
new immigration policies, nationalistic and folkish crite- 
ria were once more adopted in the legal texts. This design 
makes the essence of this immigration policy clear: the 
protection of the ubermenschen from excessive consum- 







ers of food, wbile at the same time utilizing the coloured 
peoples of the three continents as a source of labour. 

According to the plans of the new immigration 
laws, there will be but minimal improvements for the 
immigrants who worked here prior to the ban on enrol- 
ments in 1973; itis forbidden forall othersto remain here. 

The specific conditions of this plan are very 
vaguely defined, such that immigration administrators 
can issue limited work permits to the extent that the 
labour market and political opportunism dictate. The 
remaining refugees, therefore, must be deported. The 
increase of thousands of refugees from Eastem Europe in 
not in contradiction with the restrictive admissions poli- 
cies which apply to other refugees. 

The migrants from predominantly Germanic re- 
gions in Eastem Europe are perfect for insuring the 
continuance of low-wage policies, which is analogous to 
the Adenauer-policies of just after the war. But they 
themselves become the object of racism in the society. 

The fact that today a membership card to the 
NSDAP is worth more at the German border than traces 
of torture on the body of a coloured person illustrates full 
well the continuity of the grosaumpolitick begun under 
national-socialism. 

Thus, the calibration of refugee policies throughout 
the United States of Europe, the Europe of the cops and 
bosses, is in the interest of the multi-nationals. The 
calibration of security forces and a decrease in the num- 
bers of admitted refugees were the topics of many confer- 
ences and agreements in preparation for Europe's inter- 
nal market, such as the TREVI and the “Schengen Agree- 
ment”, 

Thus, this is about nothing less than the develop- 
ment of a modemized internal social policy. Combined 
with this are the calibrated mechanism of the forced 
mobilization of labour forces from the neighbouring 
regions of poverty and upheaval in the Middle East 
(including Turkey) and North Africa. 

In the autumn of 1986, we presented our plan for a 
campaign against imperialist immigration policies in the 
form of a proposal to all autonome and social-revolution- 
ary leftist groups in West Germany. We still contend that 
anti-imperialism in urban centres can only be concrete if 
it aims at the social conflicts here and if it simultaneously 
places itself in a class-alliance between the cities here and 
with the struggling masses of the three continents. In this 
context we also see our actions against trans-national 
corporations as a show of support for the liberation 
struggle in Southem Africa. 

Even if our proposal is not taken up on a large scale, 
the discussions which developed around the visit of the 
international murder cartel (IMF) to Berlin were nonethe- 
less an important step in the development of an anti- 
imperialist consciousness among leftists. 

That the enemy is not asleep was made clear when 
the shots rang out on the Startbahn West. But the shots 
were but the introduction of a whole wave of repression, 
whereby the state is trying to dam up all the militant forms 


Communique Concerning The Attack On The 
A+B Office For Roma And Sinti In Cologne 


Unlimited Residency Rights For Roma And Sinti! 


In April 1919, when armed workers from the coun- 
cilist republic in Munich stormed the police headquar- 
ters, not only were files on political prisoners tossed out 
the windows, but also personal files being kept on so- 
called “gypsies”. Afterwards, everything was set on fire. 
The revolutionary workers destroyed the files which 
were kept in the so-called “gypsy center” established in 
1889 in Bayem, a place which used the most modem 
police techniques of that time period, in cooperation with 
state agencies throughout the whole country, to attempt 
to achieve its goal of drawing up a complete and central- 
ized listing of all Roma and Sinti living in Germany. 

This episode says something about the same tradi- 
tion which is being carried out some 70 years later by 
social and judicial institutions in Cologne, which have set 
up a “gypsy data-base” for all Roma peoples, who have 





«++ Socia| Reveluion continued. 


of political resistance which have developed over the last 
few years since the beginning of the 1980's. By means of 
the continual reduction of welfare, the expansion of anti- 
terrorist laws, and widened use of the secret service, the 
radical left has been thrust back upon itself. The repres- 
sion won't be broken by means of protesting the repres- 
sion, but rather through the continuance of social-revolu- 
tionary politics. 

The political developments in this country, in par- 
ticular the election successes of the neo-fascist groups, 
have strengthened our opinion that the anti-imperialist 
politics in the cities can have but one perspective if ithas, 
at the same time, but one answer for the social questions. 

The heart of the state is the consciousness of the 
oppressed - revolution is unthinkable without the 
struggle for the minds of the people. We have never had 
the illusion that segments of the proletarian youth, the 
women, the unemployed, or other groups in society 
would quickly develop a sense of common interest with 
refugees and immigrants; sexism and racism are too 
ingrained for that. But that is exactly why anti-imperial- 
ism must be developed so as to break through this barrier. 
Take Up the Struggle For The Liberation Of Women 
And People Of Colour - Wage The Anti-Imperialist 
Struggle In *The Heart Of The Beast"! 


Revolutionary Cells - 1989 


no country, living in Cologne. Since 1986, with the help 
of this so-called “Cologne model”, a large amount of data 
has been collected regarding all the places where Roma 
peoples live in the areas surrounding Cologne. Through 
and the police, this material is not only used to carry out 
a small, day by day war of controls, discrimination, and 
terror, so as to make survival for the Roma as difficult as 
it can possibly be. But today, it is also used to provide a 
foundation for the social institutions to threaten Roma 
families with expulsion. The scandal, in our eyes, is not 
simply in the violations of privacy, but rather much more 
in the normality and continuity of the racist registration 
still subjected to. Anyone who examines the history of 
Germany's persecution of the Roma and Sinti would be 
surprised at the unbroken continuity of how the persecut- 
ing institutions have continually repackaged their social 
war against “gypsies”, for example through forced as- 
similation, criminalization, expulsion, and finally out- 
right destruction during the period of national-socialism, 
all in an effort to ruin their means of existence and their 
way of life. But all of that was carried out with the same 
methods and the same intentions, and even with the same 
personnel, The instruments of total information collec- 
tion, observation, and social control were always the 
basis and precondition for all subsequent regulatory 
measures which were developed for a torment which 
reached its climax in the genocide of more than half a 
million Roma and Sinti. The files of the “gypsy center” in 
Munich, which fell into the hands of revolutionary work- 
ers, were quickly recollected after the defeat of the coun- 
cilist republic. The activities of this "center" continued 
until the time of national-socialism, when they were 
handed over by Himmler to the “State Center for the 
Eradication of the Gypsy Plague”, which was a part of the 
Center for State Research and the Headquarters for State 
Security. This modemised and restructured “state center” 
carried out the exact same tasks. The changes brought by 
national-socialism were a wave of institutional repres- 
sion which culminated in a wave of destruction, one 
which landed the Roma and Sinti in the gas chambers and 
in the sights of the gun barrels of the mobile commandoes 
which stormed through the occupied territories. 

‘At the same time, national-socialism developed the 
nationalization of its race theory, and race research pro- 
vided a “scientific” basis for racist persecution. 

The “Research Institute for Race Hygiene and 
Hereditary Biology” of Dr. Ritter, which carried out and 
sped up “race research” on selected Roma and Sinti on 
behalf of the Headquarters for State Security starting in 
1937, grew to be one of the most important instruments 
for the persecution of “gypsies” under national-social- 
ism. 

The results of this research and recommendations 
from the “Institute for Race Hygiene” determined, to a 
large degree, all administrative regulations for the margi- 
nalization, forced housing, deportations, impoverish- 
ment, forced sterilizations, and, finally, the genocide 
against the Roma and Sinti. 

The eventual result of the “scientific” registration 
and race research, and the recommendations thereupon, 
were the circumstances which laid the foundations for 
Himmler's "Auschwitz decree", which gave the go- 
ahead signal for the systematic deportation of German 
and European Sinti and Roma to the death-camps. The 
instruments and personnel of the “gypsy persecution” 
survived the period of national-socialism virtually un- 
scathed. The push towards annihilation also dictated 
policy regarding the Roma and Sinti in Germany even 


after 1945. Already in 1953, the “Center for Vagrants” 
was established in Bayer as part of the LKA [criminal 
justice department - trans.] and was headed by Joseph 
Eichberger, who had been in charge of the deportation of 
“gypsies” at the Headquarters for State Security. This 
agency functioned on the legal basis of “regulating va- 
grants”, which allowed special treatment and registration 
procedures to be applied to Roma and Sinti once again. 
The allies put an end to this regulation between 1945 and 
1953. But some of the "gypsy files" which outlined the 
plans and execution of genocide against the Roma and 
Sinti came into the hands of the recently-establish 
"Center for Vagrants”. These were used for the reorgani- 
zation of the system of control based on the results of the 
Nazis “gypsy research”. 

At the same time, the LKA in Munich allowed 
national-socialist race research files to be used in schools 
for "scientific" dissertations on the "gypsy problem". 
From these people, the ministries of internal affairs and 
health recruited their "advisors" for gypsy questions in 
the 1970s. Officially, the “Center for Vagrants” in Bayer 
was closed down in 1970. But the political observation 
and persecution of Roma and Sinti of the present day still 
make use of the material and methods of the “gypsy 
specialists” of that time. Their knowledge will be of even 
more use to the ruling powers when, as a result of the 
social and political changes in Europe, the presence of 
Roma and Sinti in Germany becomes a heated contempo- 
rary issue. 

Over the past few years, they have mostly migrated 
from southeastern Europe, fleeing from poverty, perse- 
cution, discrimination, and expulsion, which were either 
caused, or at least tolerated, by the state. For the next few 
years, social and population planners expect an increas- 
ing number of "gypsies" to migrate from the southern 
regions of the European Community as one result of 
European unification. These so-called planners believe 
that in the “gypsies” they have discovered the one Euro- 
pean population group that will most increase its num- 
bers here, due to its high degree of mobility. Fleeing from 
poverty and unemployment, they will be the first to 
penetrate the wealthy regions of the North. That's why 
the policies for deporting southeastern European Roma 
and Sinti are so clear, based on the fear of the arrival of 
thousands of others, who would come if residency per- 
mits were granted to those already living here. And no 
matter how racist the treatment of Roma and Sinti was in 
the countries of real-existing socialism, also here in the 
so-called “free West”, there is no end in sight to the 
vicious circle of poverty and flight. Very few of these 
people have actually been able to obtain a legal residency 
permit. For the overwhelming majority, the reality is as 
follows: 

A life in camps guarded by police, or camping in a 
parking lot beside the road, miserable living conditions, 
continual harassment from authorities and the popula- 
tion, and continual uncertainty about the future. 

Away from the gaze of public opinion, the state 
agencies that deal with foreigners have been trying for 
years now to get rid of the Roma and Sinti that have made 
it here. The deportations, for example those in Hamburg 
and North Rhine-Westphalia, have only ever been de- 
layed for short periods of time, thanks to the pressure and 
resistance applied by supporters, whereas the deporta- 
tions would otherwise have gone through as normal. 

Caught between a rock and hard place, having to 
choose between forced assimilation or deportation, the 
state enacts special regulations to deal with Roma and 
Sinti, based on a social-pedagogical foundation, where 
the treatment usually consists of police assistance in 


carrying out deportation orders. It's already assumed 
from the beginning that only a few will be granted 
residency permits. The granting of a residency permit is 
based on certain preconditions which hardly anyone can 
satisfy and which are determined by the state agencies 
themselves and whose criteria are based on forced as- 
similation and integration. In other words, those in charge 
have control over an instrument of selection and a indif- 
ferent system of control which decides who will get a 
residency permit and who will not. In the knowledge that 
files collected long ago can remain kept for long periods 
of time (for example, NS-files were still being utilized in 
the 1980s), we decided to take up the matier of the 
existence of files at the “Ethnic Minorities Drop-In and 
Advice Center” in Cologne. At the same time, we took up 
the demand of the Roma and their supporters, that the 
“Cologne model” project be closed down, by buming the 
offices and all of the files contained therein. 

The “A+B Office”, which is a subdivision of the 
Cologne police department, and which is responsible for 
deciding whether or not to grant residency permits, is one 
of the two projects where research into the Roma was 
organized. Approximately 80 files here contain social 
data concerning living addresses, persons, and family 
structures of Roma peoples living around Cologne. Po- 
lice and the foreigner administration divisions have used 
this material and the information contained within it to 
carry out their small-scale war against the Roma. Since 
the beginning of August, a real threat of deportation by 
the foreigner administration has existed in Cologne; 
motivated and legitimized by the knowledge of the “A+B 
Office”. 

It is actually superfluous to point out that the right 
to asylum functions as a part of the arsenal of instruments 
used to marginalize and exclude the Sinti and Roma: 
without concern for the effects and ignorant of the real 
reasons and causes which forced them to flee from their 
countries of origin, the Sinti and Roma are denied the 
status of being politically persecuted peoples. Their right 
to stay here is entirely in the hands of the administrative 
agencies concemed. If the deportations of Sinti and 
Roma resume in the coming weeks, then an eerie scenario 
will become reality: the “trains of freedom", which 
landed citizens of the DDR in West Germany, will cross 
over the borders of Eastern Europe, carrying the deported 
Sinti and Roma to the poorest regions of Europe. 

The restrictive right to asylum and the ethnically 
legitimized criteria for residency permits based on citi- 
zenship seem once again to be a selection instrument in 
the hands of the ruling powers for the control of immi- 
grants, an instrument which divides refugees along racist 
and nationalist lines, and which decides who will be 
granted the blessings of “freedom and democracy” and 
who will not. What does freedom of residency mean to 
migrants from non-EEC countries, for the Kurds fleeing 
from poison gas, or forthose fighting for mere survival in 
lands ravaged by starvation and civil war? 

The exclusionary policies drafted for refugees flee- 
ing from misery, compared to the increasingly looser 
restrictions for citizens coming from the DDR, are just 
one contradiction: Both masses are mere objects to be 
moved around by the state and capital in order to protect 
the wealth of the imperialist metropoles from the aspira- 
tions of the poor, while at the same time producing this 
wealth by placing these people in the hierarchical order of 
exploitation. 

According to the social- and population-policy 
calculations of the ruling powers, the well-trained work- 
ers from the DDR, whom capitalists have been advertis- 
ing for in the Bild-Zeitung [a right-wing daily newspaper 
- trans.] for years now, are better suited for the rehabilita- 
tion of the social welfare system and pensions than the 
poor people from the suffering regions of the world, who 
are accused of merely seeking to profit from Germany's 
generous welfare system. The fact that refugees from the 
Third World, who, despite all the difficulties, manage to 
make it here, are exposed to the pressures of having to 
find work on the black market and to the state's newest 


Communique Conncerning The Action Against The 
Office For Labour, Health, And Welfare In Hamburg 


Who doesn't remember the demonstration held in 
front of City Hall on October 2nd, 1989 by the Sinti and 
Roma? The police had evacuated the Klinker factory in 
Nevengammen and the Office for Labour, Health, and 
Welfare had provided buses to take the people away. But 
the Roma, with their possessions, went 35 kilometres 
away to the square in front of City Hall and it is here that 
the police beat up the wimmin and children with trun- 
cheons. A sit-down blockade followed and blankets and 
food were required. As the first truckloads of blankets 
and mattresses arrived from the Hafenstrasse, senator 
OrtwinRunde from the SPD responded to the situation by 
making clear that if blankets should be made available to 
anybody they should be first made available to migrants 
from East Germany, and that even if there were blankets 
left he would ceztainly not give them to the gypsies. 

The cooperation between Runde and Hackmann 
with respect to the Roma and Sinti, linked as it is with the 
right to asylum, goes back a long time. The proposed 
Senate legislation with respect to the decisions about the 
treatment of the Roma and Sinti were further developed 
last August by the ministry for Labour, Health, and 
Welfare. The Ministry further honed this legislation and 
afterwords the two senators presented it for legislative 
discussion. According to the proposed legislation, only 
150 Roma and Sinti, who have already resided for four 
years in Hamburg, may remain there and the remainder of 
the people shall be expelled. 

These 150 will be dealt with according to the model of 
the city of Cologne: a five-year trial period with intensive 
social control amd integration by means of labour and 
cultural adjustment. 

In the registration office of the city of Cologne, the 
welcome mat is out for snitches from the health and 
welfare bureaucracy whose gossip is passed on to the 
office for non-residents. The result of this snitching and 
gossip is that it becomes possible to continuosly select 
people for expulsion. This registration office was the 
target of the action in Cologne. Many expected on No- 


vember 9th a favourable decision by the senate with 
respect to the right of the Roma and Sinti to remain 
residents. Actually, the decision had been made long ago. 
The senate gave preference to the opening of the DDR 
borders over the tenor of the front pages of the newspa- 
pers. They went to work quietly, using proven social- 
democratic selection methods. At the meeting of the 
Ministers of Internal Affairs of the participating [German 

- trans.] states, the senator for Internal Affairs, Hack- 
mann, patted himself on the back and said: "Indeed, the 
CDU/CSU demand tougher laws, but no state has a more 
effecient expulsion policy then Hamburg. The expulsion 
policy was already put into practice in September as 
suggested by the Minsitry of Labour, Health, and Wel- 
fare." 

Opening the borders to the avalanche of Trabants 
[small East German cars - trans.] and the touching scenes 
of reunification on the Wall are contrasted with the racial 
selection of refugees. If you arenot of German blood you 
are expelled or are tested in a camp and there you begin 
to work on your assimilation. 

The Roma and Sinti are a living European racial 
nation, but without borders. They have always been the 
target of racist ideologies and have been constantly ex- 
posed to extermination and deportation. Against the 
state-sponsored racism of social-democratic origin there 
is now, in the shadow of the German reunification issue, 
again hope that the right of residency permits by refugees 
will be fought for by many people. We feel ourselves 
deeply united with those who at this moment provide 
shelter to the Roma and Sinti. Our attack on the Ministry 
of Labour, Health, and Welfare (on the division which 
deals with policies regarding foreigners) is directed 
against those authorities who are responsible for the 
social-democratic “solution of the gypsy problem in 
Hamburg". 
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plans to utilize those people at the very 
lowest level of the hierarchy of exploita- 
tion, does not stand in contradiction to this. 

In asituation of nationalist jubilation 
and drunkenness, in which the dreams of 
Great German - that means, imperialist - 
solutions are once again taken seriously, it 
is necessary to reconstruct the social resis- 
tance. A resistance against the restructur- 
ing measures by which social planners 
seek to make global class contradictions 
invisible. The goal of this restructuring is 
to turn Europe into a fortress to ward off 
economic refugees, as is also the case with 
the racist hierarchy and selection of refu- 
gees and migrants, for example through 
the rationing of housing, jobs, and social 
services. It will become necessary to 
counter-balance the racist and nationalist 
mobilization by the state and right-radical 
populists around the themes of refugees 
and foreigners by means of actions which 
speak to those people whose existence and 
survival, both here and inthe Third World, 
are in doubt. 


Borders don't divide countries, but 
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Social Revolution Against Imperialist Refugee Politics - RZ’s 


Statement Concerning The Attack In Boblingen 


Tomorrow moming you listen to the news: “Inte- 
rior Minister Schaeuble says that Western and Eastem 
European countries should get together to draft a harmo- 
nized, all-encompassing defensive strategy to stop the 
influx of refugees.” 

You walk by the bakery. Inside, you hear as the 
shopkeeper tells her customer: “You have to watch out 
for them, they always steal." She means a man with dark 
skin who is standing in front of one of the shelves. 

In the afternoon, you open the newspaper and read 
the headline: "Fire-bomb Attack on Refugee Centre.” 
Some of those inside were admitted to hospital suffering 
from smoke inhalation. 

Thenyoutravel into the city-centre. There you meet 
a Kurdish woman friend. She tells you how her friend, 
who was deported a week ago, was taken into custody 
back in Turkey and tortured for several days. 

In the evening you go to your favourite bar. A 
poster there reads: “International Awareness festival 
with Foreign Food and African Drum Music.” 

This is just an out-take of what we hear, see, and 
read just about every day. Examples of day-to-day racism 
and genocide, things which refugees and immigrants in 
this country face on a daily basis. 

These are situations which have also angered us 
and caused us to hate those in power who are responsible. 

Nonetheless, through our political work we know 
that constemation alone is not sufficient reason for con- 
tinuing political action. Rather, first you have to analyze 
the way hierarchy is put together, to see, forexample, that 
racism is an integral part of imperialist exploitation, and 
that through this racist socialization, everyone lives in 
their own little safe-guarded society. But all of this makes 
it possible for us to find a starting-point for revolutionary 
resistance. Being motivated by anger alone can lead you 
to only see the refugees as victims, instead of seeing any 
significance in their own forms of day-to-day resistance 
against repression and the established powers. 

It's necessary that we lay aside our own racist 
outlook and broaden our perspective. Whether it’s in 
crowded asylum-centres or villages in the ex-DDR, 
whether it’s in the administration buildings or on the 
streets - everywhere the refugees are struggling against 
discrimination and for the chance to lead decent human 
lives. They are organizing demonstrations, occupations 
hungerstrikes, and other protests. 


Safe-Guarding Power At The Lowest Level 

Immigration officials play a central role for immi- 
grants and refugees. They are forever confronted with the 
institutionalized racism which these officials represent. 

Requests for entrance into the country are sorted 
into three categories: those that may stay, those that may 
work here for a while, and those that are to be deported. 

Alongside this administrative racism, the refugees 
and immigrants also have to cope with the racism of the 
typewriter-bastards, who subject them to despotism, 
harassment, and humiliation. These bureaucrats often 
like to play with their own sense of power by denying 
refugees the necessary right to have family members 
abroad pay them a visit. 

Immigrants and refugees continually feel as if they 
are not wanted here. The prevalent norms in the metro- 
poles do not speak to them, because they can’t fulfil 
certain criteria: they don’t have the right skin-colour, or 
they're not the right gender, they don’t live the right way 
or conform to the right political convictions, maybe it’s 
their false culture and religion, or maybe it’s the useless 
labour they perform, or the fact that their background is 
in the Three Continents. 

The mechanisms that strengthen imperialist, racist, 
and patriarchical hierarchy reach to the lowest levels: 

The bureaucrats admit refugees according to how 
useful they can be made to be. 


The bureaucrats contro! the 
day-to-day political activities. 

The bureaucrats deliver the 
deportation notices when the refu- 
gees and immigrants are no longer 
serviceable. 

Even the occasional, socially- 
minded bureaucrat can’t change the 
fact that he/she is enforcing an im- 
perialist migration policy. 


Thought is not anonymous. It has 
a name and an address. - Brecht 


On22.8.91, we detonated an explosive device at the 
Refugee Administration Centre in the SteinbeisstraBe in 
Boblingen. 


The Attack On De Facto Refugees 


With the implementation of the new so-called for- 
eigner regulations on 1.1.91, the ruling powers in Ger- 
many took another step against peoples not from EC- 
nations. 

This was the foundation for the decision on 3.5.91 
at the conference of interior ministers to begin excluding 
de facto refugees. 

More than 50,000 people, who had been admitted 
to Germany "on account of specific conditions in their 
nation of origin", are to be deported, only to be hunted 
down and killed. 

Christian and humanitarian groups protested the 
planned mass-deportations, so much so, that a new inte- 
rior ministers conference was held on 15.7.91. 

The ruling powers changed the modality of the 
deportation and concentrated on another strategy. The 
virtual prohibition against deportations to certain coun- 
tries was done away with. 

The fact that this policy only applies to those de 
facto refugees who came here after 1.1.89 does not in any 
way alter Germany's cynical conduct of deporting refu- 
gees back to war zones and nations in crisis. 

Those regulations are full of bureaucratic and or- 
ganizational possibilities for those who handle the depor- 
tation. 

We see this as an attempt to pacify the reformist and 
Christian spectrum and to split up and isolate any resis- 
tance to these policies. 

The only hope left for those living under the threat 
of deportation is their individual case study. Many realize 
that this is virtually hopeless, and so they leave “will- 
ingly”, usually to live illegally in another country. 


War Against the Selection and Division of Immigrants 
and Refugees 

As the Schengen Agreement creeps ever closer, life 
for refugees and immigrants in EC-nations grows ever 
more difficult. 

France, for example, wants to initiate raids to round 
up and deport more than 70,000 legal and illegal immi- 
grants. One spokesperson for the French government 
termed this policy against illegals “an inevitable war.” 

There's a war going on in Italy at present as Al- 
banian refugees fall victim to brutal repression. The 
Italian officials didn't think twice about herding thou- 
sands of Albanians into a football stadium in Bari. The 
deaths and injuries which resulted from poor living con- 
ditions, a lack of medical attention, and the police’s use of 
weapons didn’t upset them much. 

Refugees often find themselves in a war-like situ- 
ation when they are forced to flee life-threatening condi- 
tions in Mahgreb and cross the sea to Spain. 

Pretty soon, the border between North and South 
will be a war-zone, much the way it has been in the U.S., 





where for years shots have been fired at immigrants 
trying to cross the Rio Grande. 

In the meantime, it's plainly visible what this spe- 
cial war looks like and how it's developing in the metro- 
pole-states. 

The mainstream media are propagating the fright- 
ening view of the ruling powers that we are facing a 
"flood of refugees", as if it wasn't known that the major- 
ity of migrants (80% of whom are women and children) 
are in flight within the Three Continents themselves. 
Only a handful of people who are on the run make it to 
Europe. Just the same, it’s well known that the imperial- 
ist, patriarchal, and racist policies of exploitation of the 
metropole-states leads to massive disruptions of the 
subsistence economies of the countries on the Three 
Continents. 

That is one of the major causes of world-wide 
migration. 

The consequences of this exploitation affect both 
men and women. Women, however, have less hope than 
men of finding paid work in another country, or on 
another continent. They are less mobile, because usually 
they are required to care for families. When they do flee, 
it’s usually to a neighbouring region or to a bordering 
nation, where they vegetate in a refugee camp, or they try 
to survive in the slums of the big cities. “At best” the 
youngest and healthiest of these are given work in some 
corporation’s factory. Many women have no otheroption 
but to become prostitutes. Often they have to cater to 
white sex-tourists. 

In the last few years, more women have reached the 
rich metropoles from the Three Continents and Eastern 
Europe. Here they find a patriarchal society which treats 
them as a mere appendage to a man with no individual 
rights, and a sexist climate which forces them to prostitute 
their bodies and minds to the sexist interests of white 
men. 

Even in the metropoles, the women have the duty to 
“reproduce” their men. 

Women-specific grounds for flight are not recog- 
nized in present asylum-regulations. As wives, they are 
not entitled to their own guaranteed, individual right to 
asylum. 

Very few men and women have the good luck to 
make it to the rich nations of the North. 

They are concrete results of imperialist plundering, 
ecological devastation, and the resulting wars and na- 
tional liberation struggles. 

Of this, immigrants write: 


“Today, as more than 20 million immigrants are pres- 
ently residing in European countries, no one can any 
longer ignore the reality that poverty leads to migration; 
a migration towards wealth. The causes of this migration 
are 500 years of colonial history, neo-colonialism, and 
the present-day export and war-oriented economies. This 
centuries-long history of colonialist and imperialist ex- 
ploitation has led to hungerand poverty throughout much 
of the world. It has also allowed people in the metropoles 
to live in privileged welfare-societies. Therefore, those 


people that live in poverty have every right to migrate to 
places where there is wealth and to live there. Period. It 
doesn't matter why they're there. This migration can be 
seen as a type of war. It's a sort of manoeuvre against 
thosethings which caused the poverty, and it helps ensure 
that centuries of injustice become to some degree re- 
dressed." 

(from Radikal No. 142) 


This old ‘new’ world order, which is allowing the veneer 
of the ruling power's treatment of refugees and immi- 
grants to be stripped away, points out, to anyone willing 
to look, just exactly how the imperialist plan functions on 
a global scale. 

The status quo in the rich and relatively pacified 
metropoles can only be maintained if 3/4 of the world is 
made dependent. Systematic destitution and extermina- 
tion are a given. The fact that, meanwhile, several nations 
and halves of continents just get written off hardly both- 
ers any citizens in the metropoles. 

In Europe, Germany's politics sets the standards for 
the deportation-war which the other European states 
have to try and match. 

The ruling powers are preparing for this war: judi- 
cially, politically, ideologically, and militarily. 

They want to pick out those people from the Three 
Continents, and soon from the Soviet Union and Eastem 
Europe, whose ideas, language, and appearance make 
them possibly acceptable, and then exclude all the rest, so 
far as they can’t be made use of temporarily. 

Reuter of Daimler-Benz [German multi-national], 
and Geibler, of the CDU [Christian Democrats - ed.] 
agree on the German and European restrictions: “letting 
in immigrants in the correct proportions” is the way of the 
future. As to what proportions they think are correct, we 
can only guess. 

Immigrants and refugees wouldn't be any problem 
if they just resign themselves to a “profit-making life- 
style”. 

Either as under-paid non-troublesome hamburger- 
producers at McDonalds or as Czechoslovakian or Polish 
seasonal workers on farms or in the construction or food 
industry or as forced-labourers working for $2.50 an hour 
in the forests near Bayer, or as erotic-exotic prostitutes 
and/or house-wives, or as service workers catering to the 
needs of tedious Germans - in these capacities they are 
more than welcome. 

The selection criteria are nothing more than invis- 
ible parts of a politics of selection and exclusion. 

All across Europe, refugees and immigrants are 
being sorted out, assigned to certain tasks, utilized in sex- 
specific ways, exchanged, and controlled. 

It’s important that their potential uses be discovered 
as quickly as possible - the European selection-experts 
are standing by, ready. 

Those that are sorted out, like the Roma, will hardly 
ever be able to enter a rich European metropole-state 
again. 

Roma are always the last to be brought here, they 
are the least wanted and they are always the first to be 


That's how, along side sexism, a multi-cultural, but 
nonetheless hard-hitting racism functions as an instru- 
ment of power. 


The Helplessness Of The Left 

The immigrants and refugees that come here have 
to worry abouttheir chances for survival, their health, and 
their dignity. 

The ruling powers, unlike the metropolitsn left, 
have known this for some time now. 

Of this, immigrants write: 


“Unfortunately, most of the anti-imperialist, anti-capital- 
ist left in this country can’t come to terms with this anti- 
imperialist approach. This process of migration, which is 
the result of the banishment and uprooting of millions of 
people, and which must also be understood as an inher- 


ited rage and declaration of war against capital, has left 
the German left in a state of helplessness and paralysis”. 
(from: Radikal No, 142) 


When the left “only” concems itself with the off- 
shoots of this migration-politics and merely makes selec- 
tive adoptions into its post-modem life-style, then it's 
actually helping to reinforce global exploitative relation- 


“Profit’, which is always lacking, corrupts and 
throwsa smokescreen over our view of patriarchal, racist, 
and imperialist interests. 

Itallows protests against deportations to be reduced 
to crocodile tears, and it hinders the development of an 


What to Do? What to Do! 

The seeds of division which the ruling imperialists 
are sowing in the refugee-policy resistance movement 
arc the practical result of our own anti-imperialist under- 


Solidarity does not end with supporting national 
liberation struggles, but rather it also manifests itself in 
our practical solidarity with refugees and immigrants in 
this country. It finds its natural expression in attacks 
against those responsible for deportations, attacks on the 
typewriter-bastards, attacks on the white-collar bastards 
who seek to exclude people. 

Anti-imperialism has only with difficulty come to 
play a fundamental role in leftist theory and praxis, but 
the patriarchal and racist foundations of global, exploita- 
tive relationships have, in the last few years, become part 
of the left-radical spectrum of concerns. 

We are struggling for a non-hierarchical society. 

To achieve this we must point out the different 
forms of oppression and social contradictions which we 
seek to abolish. We connect freedom to the abolition of 
the global exploitation of people and the ending of vio- 
lent patriarchal and racist conditions. 

We are struggling as a white organization for an 
anti-racist society, and we seek to develop this through 
our own discussions and praxis. So we're more con- 
cemed with asking questions than providing ready an- 
swers. 

Therefore, ourpoint of departure, our political goal, 
and our daily political praxis must be continually dis- 
cussed and reviewed. Our credibility can't merely mani- 
fest itself in writings, but must also be shown in our 
praxis. 

We are in solidarity with the refugees and immi- 
grants, and we see our position accordingly. Mistakes 


and contradictions will always be present, of course. 

We aren't struggling on behalf of the refugees and 
immigrants. Nonetheless, we hope that we can develop a 
political force along with them, as well as with other 
social groups. 

We see our autonomous organizing and praxis as 
the basis for this perspective. Those that can work to- 
gether and work in coalitions and mixed groups will be 
victorious. The question for us is, how can we add to this, 
and what initiatives should we take from our side? 

As white leftists and white feminists, we profit from 
racist oppression and we realize that it’s simplistic to 
think that by pushing back against the system we can 
automatically be on the other side. As white men and 
women we have to be conscious that we are part of a long 
history of colonialist and imperialist plunder and that we 
are part of a diverse resistance of people against this. 

We see the difficult, but unavoidable task ahead of 
us, in our situation as a metropolitan left, of rooting out 
this history and approaching it critically. 

This is both a theoretical and a practical process, 
one which is not individualized and easy, but one which 
will have to be developed along with people from the 
anti-imperialist resistance and with the refugees and 
immigrants themselves. In this way, international soli- 
darity can be given real life, and if it’s practical, we can 
direct this against those responsible for imperialist de- 
struction, without denying our own metropolitan history. 

To bring about this intemationalist understanding, 
we see the need for, and we work toward, the abolition of 
racist control mechanisms aimed at splitting up and 
exploiting people. This is part of both our own liberation, 
and the liberation from all the power structures, Sure, the 
road will be long and full of contradictions, but we have 
no alternative. 

That's why we have to break through our daily 
acceptance of racist and sexist attacks, and be sensitive to 
and active on all levels of political development. That 
means bringing those in charge of refugee politics out of 
anonymity, to bring to light and attack the daily forms of 
racism that refugees and immigrants are continually 
confronted with. The work of the pigs seeking to deport 
asylum-seekers must be practically hindered, wherever 
possible. 

We must realize that few people in the metropoles, 
at present, feel themselves to be in solidarity with the 
refugees and immigrants. Nonetheless, our struggle has 
as its goal the development of such solidarity, and to 
therewith confront the divisive and exploitative devices 
of the ruling powers. 


Revolutionary Cells 





The Essential Antifascist Actions 
In Germany: January - April 1994 


By Autonome Antifa (M) 


The historical date January 30th marks the 
beginning of antifascist actions in 1994. Adolf Hitler 
was named chancellor on January 30, 1933. The 
anniversary of the Nazis coming to power is com- 
memorated every year in the mainstream media. 
Because of the comparatively large public sensitiza- 
tion to the issue of fascism, this date provides a good 
opportunity to remember radical antifascist resis- 
tance as well. 

Historical work is an important part of 
Autonomen Antifa (M)'s politics, both in order for us 
tolearn from the past and to be able to interpret our 
own politics in a historical context. Rather than 
placing ourselves in direct decendence from a single 
historical organization, we focus on debating time 
periods in order to understand under what political 
prerequisites and conditions particular developments 
took place. We examine, of course, the strategy and 
concepts of radical left organizations and look for 
what can be adopted in contemporary struggles. 
Furthermore, historical material that would other- 
wise be lostis saved and made accessible through our 
attention. We work on correcting mainstream history 
through exhibits, presentations and other actions. 
We don't simply debate the “big” historical events, 
rather we focus on how larger developments played 
themselves out in particular regions. Historical ex- 
amination loses its abstractness and becomes more 
concretely understandable when people are con- 
fronted with their regional history. This work repre- 
sents an important building block in anchoring 
antifascist consciousness in wide circles in society. 

This year we concentrated our activities on 

January 30th in the town of Bad Lauterberg in Lower 
Saxony. This small town, today politically 
unmeaningful, was a red stronghold during the 
Weimar Republic. The KPD (Kommunistische Partei 
Deutschlands) was procentually stronger in Bad 
Lauterberg than in every other area except in the 
Berlin working dass quarter, Wedding, the so-called 
*red Wedding". Because of this, the region took on 
nation-wide meaning for antifascist resistance. The 
Nazis only march in town before Hitler's coming to 
power was an attempt toshow that they could prevail 
in this region as well. Despite their large numbers, 
they were prevented by the antifascists from going 
more than 50 metres. On the date of the Nazis’ 
receiving of power, antifascists in Bad Lauterberg 
staged a general strike. The KPD was openly active 
in the region until March 1933. There were massive 
arrests of hundreds of antifascists in the area at that 
time. Nevertheless, the KPD reorganized illegally 
and published a newspaper with the goal of devel- 
oping mass actions against the NS-state. The illegal 
organization was finally destroyed by the Gestapo. 
Most of the antifascists were sent to concentration 
camps. Of the resistance fighters in Bad Lauterberg, 
3 were murdered in concentration camps. 

Because this information is almost entirely ab- 
sent in mainstream historical accounts, our action to 
highlight local antifascism was right on target. We 
organized a presentation on Bad Lauterberg antifascist 
history and a demonstration that pointed out the 


places in town that played an important roll in 
antifascist resistance. After the demo, we set up 
exhibition boards with relevant texts and pictures. 
Contrary to what was expected, the regional press 
covered our actions positively. The press was full of 
reports on our actions for 2 weeks, including a series 
of articles, printed uncensored from us, in the most 
important daily paper. Two hundred people partici- 
pated in the demonstrantion on January 29,a number 
that can be considered a success for this part of Lower 
Saxony. Altogether, we reached several thousand 
people inthe region, formany of whom it was the first 
time hearing about radical antifascist action. Another 
antifascist demonstration with 1000 participants took 
place in Berlin/Friedrichshain on January 29th. It was 
organized by Autonomen groups organized in the 
AA/BO (the nation-wide antifascist organization) 
under the motto “Gegen die faschistischen Zentren 
Vorgehen” (Advance on fascist centers!). 


Large Demonstration Against Nazi-Centre In 
Pivitsheide 

A nation-wide demo against the NF (National 
Front) centre in Detmold-Pivitsheide in the 
Bundesland (state) Nordrhein-Westphalen took place 
on February 5th. 

The NF is one of the most militant neo-Nazi 
groups in the BRD. Although it was banned on 
November 27, 1992, nomembers were jailed and the 
infrastructure - including the house and publishing 
company - was not touched. The house, 
Quellenstrasse 20, is still a meeting place and co- 
ordination point of organized fascism. The demo, 
organized by Unabhaengige Antifa Bielefeld, orga- 
nized in the AA/BO, together in coalition with 32 
other groups, was made up of 5000 people. There 
were no direct actions due to the enormous police 
presence. Demonstrators were met on the Autobahn 
by police doing identification checks. The Nazi 
centre itself was protected by a large police 
contingent. 


Forum Against Thc 129a Investiga- 
tions 

The Lower Saxony police depart- 
menthasbeen investigating Autonomen 
Antifas since the Fall of 1991 under para- 
graph 
129a, the 
law against 
the formation 
of terrorist or- EE 
ganizations. twa 
Autonomen Antifa “Way” 
(MD stands as cen- 
tral point in these in- 
vestigations. In order to build political 
pressure, Autonomen Antifa (M) organized a 
forum against the investigations on March 10th. 
The forum was unusual in that city officials from 
the SPD (Social Democrats) and the Gruenen 
(Greens) as well as mainstream citizens who 
have been affected by the police observations 
satatthe podium nextto Autonomen Antifa (M). 
The event met with great interest, with 300 
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people attending. It was an important step in publi- 


cizingthe investigation practices ofthe police against 
antifascists. 


Elections In Lower Saxony 

Six important elections are scheduled in the 
BRD in 1994, the first of which were the elections in 
LowerSaxony on March 13th. Itwas generally feared 
thatradical right parties, especially the Republikaner 
(REP), would win an increased number of votes. A 
disruption of the election battle was therefore quite 
important. There were many diruptions of 
Republikaner's events during this time. One of their 
central rallies, where party head Franz Schoenhuber 
was scheduled to speak, was organized in Hannover 
onFebruary 11th. 500 REPmembers gatheredaround 
the hall before the rally. An antifascist coalition 
counter-derno of 1500 people took place atthe same 
time. The demo ended at the hall, with the goal of 
blocking the entrance. It came toa conflict between 
Autonomen and police. The police used water can- 
nons and mounted squadrons and sent in SEK-troups 
(similar to riot police in England). At least 30 people 
were injured (20 of whom were police) and 13 
Autonomen were arrested. 

The elections were a disappointment for the 
right and especially the Republikaner. They stayed 
well below the 596line and therefore did not get a seat 
in Parliament. The SPD will govern alone in Lower 
Saxony, from which not much positive can be ex- 
pected. 

























Declaration To 
The Press 


This declaration concerns the occupation of the 
exhibition concerning the “German Resistance dur- 
ing the period of National Socialism” in the 
‘Bendlerblock’ in Berlin on July, 19th, 1994. 

The 20th of July, 1994 is the 50th anniversary of 
Stauffenberg's assassination attempt on Hitler. 

As in the past there will be celebrations and 
speeches praising ‘German resistance against Hitler's 
savagery; the morality and the courage of the "men 
and woman of July the 20th” are going to be cel- 
ebrated. Despite the crushing of the workers’ move- 
ment, the abolition of the parliamentary democracy, 
despite the ‘NUimberg race laws’ and the systematic 
discrimination and persecution of the Jewish popu- 
lation as well as other other sections of the popula- 
tion; despite the annexation of the neighbouring 
countries by the “Pan German Reich”, despite the 
"Reichspogromnacht" in 1938 despite the invasion of 
Poland, which triggered off the second world war, as 
well as the annexation of large parts of Europe, 
despite the invasion of the Soviet Union by the 
*Reichswehr", despite the “Wannsee conference” 
and despite the beginning of the systematic killing of 
more than 6 million Jews there had hardly been any 
effective resistance against more than 11 years of 
continuing national socialist rule before the 20th of 
July, 1944. 

Most of the later conspirators of the 20th of July 
did their best at fulfilling their duties in the 
"Volksgemeinschaft" (national community), support- 
ingPan German interests during the national socialist 
tule before some national conservative groups formed 
an opposition to the particular foreign, military and 
economic policies of the Hitler government. These 
leading “Wehrmacht” officers, NS-bureaucrats and 
civilians of the upper middle class elites, who had 
once helped the nazis to seize power, started accus- 
ing the nazis of betraying the original aims of the 
“national uprising”. The motives of the “20th of Jul y" 
did not include resistance against the idea of social 
nationalism as such; they were concerned with the 
idea of getting rid of Hitler and his corrupt regime - 
‘in support of Germany’. With the defeat at Stalingrad 
and the advance of the Red Army in the East and 
because of the allied bombs, which showed the 
german "Volksgemeinschaft" that their own situation 
did not look promising at all, and because of the 
arrival of the allied forces in the Normandy the 
pressure on the conspirators to take action at last 
increased after ideas of a “coup d'etat” had been 
dismissed on several occasions before. 

At this stage it was obvious that Germany was 
militarily defeated. Now "Germany's arch enemy" 
(Hitler and his corrupt regime) had tobe gotten rid of 
in order to save the German nation from complete 
destruction. 

As far as patriotic motives were concerned the 
“20th of July” was a defeat. Germany was occupied 
and divided and because of the hegemony of the 
Allies, Stauffenberg's last recorded words “Long live 
holy Germany”, remained a national utopian dream 
for nearly 50 years. This means that the “patriots of 
the 20th of July” had an important function as they 
morally legitimized the continued existence of a 


German nation and they also 
served as a means of playing 


down German guilt complexes; 


politically isolated in the con- 
sciousness of the postwar Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany. 

With the re-unification 
and the obtaining of complete 
sovereignty the national uto- 
pian dream of a person like 
Stauffenberg has been gaining 
more acceptance. The celebra- 
tions of the 50th anniversary of 
the “20th of July” assassination 
attempt are taking place at the 
same time as the Allied Forces 
are retreating. 

Now it is no longer necessary to remember a 
defeat but the "20th of July” is a matter of a celebration 
of a national state with hegemonic desires. This 
year’s celebrations are taking place under the influ- 
ence of a conversion in Germany. 

The “20th of July 1994” stands for several 
developments: on the one hand the re-evaluation of 
the role of the ‘Bundeswehr and its ‘missions’ in the 
world is being considered. 

The '20th of July’ provides a morally legitimate 
link between the tradition of the “Wehrmacht” - 
even during the time of national socialist rule - and 
the present. 

On the other hand Germany is looking for an 
option of a calculable, “legally correct” system which 
takes up the ‘real’ aims of the national socialist idea 
which is thought to have been ‘betrayed’ by Hitler. 
The current development has to be described as “Re- 
nationalsozialisierung” (Re-nationalsocialization). 
This is not a matter of precisely copying the contents 
of the strategies of the “Third Reich” but it is rather a 
matter of the determination of the real ‘modern’ in 
National Socialism with regard to today's national 
requirements. 

The so-called "Wertedebatte' (value debate) 
and other debates which are being carried on by the 
ruling dasses have cleary shown that the different 
German elites are by no means prepared to agree to 
restrictions to the conditions of the utilization of 
capital or its ability to act on a national basis. 

The increasing competition among the power 
blocs - USA, Japan and Europe - and the competition 
within Europe since the decline of Socialism has 
turned the defence and the improvement of the 
location Germany into an increasingly important 
national task; ‘particular interests’ and the ‘egoism' of 
the political parties have to be overcame. With the 
fulfilmemt of a growing responsibility’. Germany's 
foreign policies are cautious but dearly directed to 
carning through hegemonic interest in Eastern Eu- 
rope, 
Whether a parliamentary democracy is useful 
for a solution of these tasks is regarded in an increas- 
ingly critical way by the elites. 

Ideologically, on the whole, the German popu- 
lation has been made to submit to the national 





interests. With the “autumn pogroms” in 1992, which 
led to the abolition of the right to asylum and the 
"Lichterketten' (chains of light) around X-mas time, 
with which some of the racism which interfered with 
national interests was taken back the German popu- 
lation showed a will to follow the strategy of escala- 
tion and de-escalation. Now the elitesknow that they 
can rely on their nation whenever new steps in a 
development in which the German nation shall be 
led according to the insights of the business manage- 
ment point of view, the ideas of the “20th July", 
provide an appropriate starting-point with regard to 
the "national uprising" and a cautious realization of 
a great power status, an authoritarian state and 
economic liberalism, "Volksgemeinschaft" and the 
rule of an elite, idealistic German morality and 
antisemitism as well as a racist, anti-communist 
character, now that the discussion of the successful 
aspects of national socialism, with the regard to the 
national development, has become socially accept- 
able again. 

"The 20th of July 1944” is an ideal object for 
identification for something which is currently being 
prepared in Germany - the 3rd - and this time more 
considerately realized - “big throw”. 

In this sense we think that the celebrations on 
the 20th of July, 1994, here in the Bendlerblock are 
celebrations for a “new Reich”. Chancellor Kohl and 
Ruehe, the minister of defence, are up-dating 
Stauffenbergs fight for a “new Reich” with this year’s 
celebrations of the 50th anniversary of this assassina- 
tion attempt. 

We would like todraw people's attention to this 
development with our occupation of the museum in 
the "Bendlerblock". We want toshow our opposition 
toan event -the 20th of July celebration, 1994 - which 
supportsthe development which has been described 
above. 

More informations available at the Bendlerblock 
museum, Berlin, during the occupation! 


No More Germany! 
Anti-National Groups 


(From: Antirassistische Initiative) 


June 4, 1994 - Fight The FAP! 


The nationally known neo-Nazileader Thorsten 
Heise has been using a house in Northeim, near 
Goettingen, for a Nazi meeting-point for about a 
year. Thorsten Heise is chairperson of the FAP 
(Freiheitlichen Deutschen Arbeiterpaitei) in Lower 
Saxony. He was the primary initiator of the Nazi 
march in Fulda in Summer, 1993. He andhis collegues 
have been active in the fascist international brigades 
in Croatia and South Africa. 

The Autonome Antifa (M), together with a 
coalition that includes mainstream groups, is mobi- 
lizing nation-wide for a demonstration against the 
Nazi centre on June 4th. The goal of the demo is to 
reach the Nazis’ house. In order to lend these plans 
the necessary weight, an equipped black block will 
leadthe demo. Equipmentin this case means helmets 
and other important utensils. All antifascists are 
called to participate in the demo! 

The meaning of the FAP and the antifascist 
politics against them are explained in the following 
artide. Athough it is a bit different from our regular 
column on fascist organizations, it provides an timely 
view - in context of the upcoming demonstration - 
into the mix between antifascist militant praxis and 
legal activities. 


The Fight Against The FAP In Lower Saxony 


The FAP, founded in 1979 in Stuttgart, was at 
first only a right-leaning regional splinter party. The 
FAP took on a fascist orientation first in 1983 when 
the ANS/NA (Aktionsfront Nationaler Sozialisten/ 
National Aktivisten) was banned. The well-known 
neo-Nazi Michael Kuehnen was one of the leaders of 
the organization. Shortly before the ban he started 
thinking about being sole leader of the organization. 
He contacted the FAP chairperson, Pape, and began 
discussing plans to build the FAP into a nation-wide 
party. In order to avoid having the FAP banned, 
Kuehnen himself did not join the FAP. Nevertheless, 
it was dear that he and his ANS/NA collegues were 
leading the FAP. Within one yearthe FAP became the 
most important neo-Nazi party in the BRD. It contin- 
ues to hold this position today. 

Lower Saxony has been a focal point of FAP 
activity since the mid-80s, partly because one of the 
FAP leading activists, Karl Polacek, lived in 
Mackenrode, a small village near Goettingen. His 
house was known nation-wide as a fascist training 
centre. The Austrian Polacek began his political 
career in the NDP (National Demokratische Partei 
Deutschlands), which turned out to be too insipid for 
him. After Polacek, at the time over 50 years old, 
switched to the FAP, the party developed quickly in 
Lower Saxony. FAP strategy was to get the party 
talked about To do this, Polacek brought Nazi- 
skinheads into his circle. They began their campaign 
tobecome well-known in 1986 with stickers, graffiti 
and street fights. On January 16, 1987, the young 
fascist Ingo Kretschmann blew himself up while 
building a bomb, Kretschmann had been living at the 
fascist centre until shortly before then. The police 
admitted publicly that he had begun working with 
explosives while he was living there. On the day of 
Kretschmann's funeral, a youth center used primarily 
by immigrant youth burned down. Witnesses saw 
skinheads on the scene. The police caught none of 
the perpetrators. The FAP-Nazis received their first 
big blow in Goettingen on March 20, 1987. A party 
meeting, disguised as a harmless youth group party, 


was attacked by autonomen and the "party guests" 
beaten up. From this time on brawls with fascists 
became more common. The Nazis in Northeim, near 
Goettingen, began to provoke conflicts more and 
more, especially with Turkish youth. During this 
phase Thorsten Heise joined the FAP. The first suc- 
cessful systematic attack on the FAP-centre took 
place on June 25, 1987. An antifa commando, named 
after the 1930s resistance fighters Siegbert and Lotte 
Rothoz, snuck by the watch dogs and other security 
measures into the house. The Nazis were snug up- 
stairs in their beds while the antifas prepareda fire in 
the basement of the wooden house. As the antifa- 
commando left the house undiscovered, the base- 
ment went up in flames. Only the quick arrival of the 
fire department prevented the whole house from 
burning down. The basement and garage - where 
Polacek's car had been - could not be saved. After 
that, Polacek went everywhere by foot. 

The fascists became more careful, while at the 
same time increased their terror. There were conflicts 
in Goettingen every weekend, especially at what 
was the Autonomen meeting place at the time, JuZI. 
The organized attack by 30 fascists on JuZI on 
January 23, 1988 was the highpoint of their attacks. 
Some Nazis were equipped with steel helmets and 
threw Bundeswehr fog grenades. Their attack was 
unsuccessful, thanks to a quickly barricaded JuZI. 
The Autonomen response was quick: several hun- 
dred antifascists were alerted over a telephone chain 
that Nazis were swarming around JuZ1I. Lucky for the 
Nazis, a large police squadron came quickly to the 
scene to protect them. During this action, the apart- 
ment of a well-known FAP-activist was stormed and 
completely destroyed. After this defeat, the Nazis 
ceased their activities in Goettingen and concen- 
trated on Northeim. The Autonomen Antifas, how- 
ever, kept on their tail, An antifascist coalition of 
school/youth initiatives, student groups, the Greens, 
and trade unions was formed. A demonstration on 
May 7, 1988 marched directly past the training centre 
in Mackenrode. It was a large political success with 
its 1500 participants. This was the beginning of 
Autonomen coalition politics and is the background 
to the demonstration on June 4th. 

With this action, the Nazis were politically 
subdued, but of course their training centre did not 
disappear. The fascists began a new round of attacks 
and assaults at the end of 1988. Retaliative actions 
from Autonomen were regularly attacked by the 
police. Many Antifas were arrested during this time. 
During such an action against Autonomen, on No- 
vember 17, 1989, Conny was chased into traffic by 
the police and killed. The political murder of Conny 
had an enormous effect on the population. Because 
the police held back in the time after Conny’s death, 
Autonomen were able to push the Nazis more and 
more out of Goettingen. Starting in 1988, Thorsten 
Heise appeared increasingly often as an FAP leader. 
In 1990, he became a definitive leader of the party. 
In April he organized a mass meeting of skinheads in 
Nordhausen. Nordhausen, near Goettingen, was still 
part of the DDR at the time. The fascists tried to use 
that to their advantage. The 1000 Nazis gathered 
there rioted. Stores were smashed and plundered 
and there were heavy dashes with the police. Many 
were injured and 150 skinheads were arrested. 
Thorsten Heise was called to court on a number of 
charges in May 1990. After leaving the court a paper 
in which he declared his plans to build the Nazi 


movement in the DDR, he went underground in the 
DDR. He was finally arrested in East Berlin in Febru- 
ary 1991 and was sentenced to probation. 

There was another dangerous confrontation in 
July 1991. As Autonomen were observing the centre 
in Mackenrode, Polacek stormed them and ried tohit 
one woman over the head with an axe. Thanks to 
quick reflexes, the axe only grazed her head. Shortly 
thereafter, ata spontaneous Antifa demo at Polacek's 
house, the police shot CS-gas grenades at the 
antifascists in order to protect the Nazi house. 

New Years Eve 1990/1991: the situation esca- 
lated further. In Rosdorf, a village neighboring 
Goettingen, Alexander Seichow was stabbed todeath 
by 2 FAP Nazis. Because Selchow was an antifascist, 
but not part of the Autonomen scene, a larger part of 
the population was affected by his murder than 
Conny’s murder in 1989. The pressure on fascists 
increased. They were pushed entirely out of down- 
town Goettingen, with some Nazi circles dissolving 
entirely due to permanent political pressure and 
direct militant actions, After the murder of Alexander 
Selchow, the Lower Saxony government recognized 
that they had to do something. It had become clear 
that not dealing with fascists was offical policy. In 
order not to lose even more credibility in the public 
eye and to paint themselves in antifascist colors, the 
department of the interior led a deportation investi- 
gation against Polacek. As an Austrian, Polacek was 
of course subject to the Auslaendergesetz (immigra- 
tion law). Atfirst nothing concrete happenedand the 
wave of indignation calmed down. Further agitation 
came from the house in Mackenrode. It was clear to 
everyone by the end of 1991, when still nothing had 
been done, that the state would not do anything 
more. Anew round of militant actions by Autonomen 
Antifas began. 

A large training weekend took place in the 
Mackenrode house in October 1991. This meeting 
was object of a frontal attack by less than 40 
Autonomen. When the Nazis saw them coming, they 
swarmed into the street. Most of the approximately 
50 fascists, all leading FAP activists, were in uniform 
and armed with Molotov-cocktails and straightened 
out scythes. An intense street fight broke out imme- 
diately. The Autonomen's advantages were that sur- 
prise was on their side, that they attacked without 
hesitation, and that some wore helmets and had sling 
shots. The helmets provided protection against the 
stones and the steel balls shot from the sling shots 
turned out to be quite effective. Because the fascists 
were not wearing helmets, many of them were 
injured within a short time. Each time they tried to 
advance the ones in front were shot down. The 
intensity of the conflict can be seen in that many of 
the Nazis had to be brought to the hospital in ambu- 
lances because of their heavy head injuries. The local 
population also took part in the action in that the 
Autonomen used stones from their front yards as 
ammunition. Finally the determination of the 
Autonomen settled the conflict. The Nazis were 
pushed back into the house and the Autonomen 
retreated. The entire action lasted about 20 minutes. 
The police were just as surprised as the fascists. 
Therefore the antifascists were able to retreat before 
the police established any significant presence. The 
Autonomen simply drove around a quickly set up 
police barricade. Not a single Antifa was caught by 
the police on the scene and there were no injured 


continue? on last page... 


Police Raids In Gottingen 

Early on Tuesday morning, July 5, 1994, 
police units raided the homes of 15 anti-fascists 
in the German city of Goettingen, as well as the 
ASIA student center at Goettingen's university 
and the leftist bookstore “Rote Strasse”. During 
the raid, leaflets, brochures, address lists, com- 
puter disks, and personal materials were seized 
by the police. Atleast 12 people were taken into 
temporary custody. = 

During the raid on the AStA student center, 
demonstrators dashed with special police units 
who used dubs to force their way into the center. 
Later that afternoon, several hundred people 
marched through Goettingen’s city center to pro- 
test the police raids and to denounce this latest 
criminalization of the anti-fascist movement. 

The police raids were aimed at the organi- 
zation “Autonome Antifa (M)”, allegedly in an 
attemptto seize evidence proving that Autonome 
Antifa (MD are in the process of forming a terrorist 
organization, as well as operating in contact with 
andin support of the Red Army Fraction RAF). In 
reality, police and government authorities are 
trying to further criminalize Autonome Antifa 
(MO, who have staged several successful local 
and regional informational events, actions, and 
demonstrations, often in coalitions with trade 
unions and Greens. These ties to segments of the 
left outside of the left-radical autonomist spec- 
trum have remained fruitful, despite the fact that 
Autonome Antifa (M) were made illegal in 1991 
under Paragraph 129a, a German law which 
makes membership in and support for so-called 
“terrorist” organizations a jailable offence. This 
criminalization followed a series of more than 50 
small bombings, fire-bombings, and antifa at- 
tacks in Goettingen. 

Autonome Antifa (M) has been a significant 
organization within the autonomist anti-fascist 
movement in Germany, and helped tofound the 
AA/BO (Anti-fascist Action/Nation-wide Organi- 
zation), It is clear that these police raids are just 
another attempt by police and government au- 
thorities to isolate and criminalize a very effec- 
tive and militant anti-fascist ^ 

On Saturday, July 16, more than 3500 people 
marched in an antifascist demonstration in the 
Geman cty of Gottingen in support of Autonome 
Antifa (M) and to protest police attacks against 
antifascists, including the July 5 police raids. A 
large, masked black bloc was at the head of the 
demo, and after repeated police provocations, a 
struggle broke out near the heavily guarded 
justice department building, during which seven 
cops were injured. In addition to left-wing au- 
tonomists, Greens and social democrats also 
supported the Gottingen demo. Later that night, 
a right-wing student office was attacked by 
masked antifascists, as were three police cars. 
Police reported one arrest. 

Despite the broad political support behind 
Autonome Antifa (M), police criminalization ef- 
forts against the group are continuing. On Mon- 
day, July 18, police stated that they would be 
filing charges against the organizers of Saturday's 
antifa demoin Gottingen. Despite the fact that the 
demo was not registered with police - and was, 
therefore, technically illegal - more than 30 left- 
wing, liberal, and citizens' groups in Gottingen 
supported the action. 

Increase antifascist solidarity! 
Stop the criminalization of the antifascist 
resistance! 





Stop State Terrorism! 


Fight Back! 


On Tuesday, July 5, 1994, special forces and 
other police units from the federal, state and Gottingen 
police, supported by local police from neighbouring 
regions simultaneously stormed the homes of 17 
people. The searches were carried out against mem- 
bers of the Autonome Antifa (MD. All of the affected 
people were fingerprinted and photographed after 
the searches. 

Rooms in the student parliament building of the 
University of Gottingen, a bookstore, workplaces of 
the affected persons, and homes of their family 
members were also searched. On the following day, 
a printer and a former work place of amember of the 
Autonome Antifa (M) were searched. 

The searches were carried out illegally in part. 
Doors were broken open, a window smashed and 
private rooms of people unassociated with the inves- 
tigation searched. Many of the police officers were 
wearing bullet-proof vests and had removed the 
safety on their guns. 

Quite a bit of material was seized in the raids, 
including several computers, sacks full of files and 
notebooks, and personal items. This action from the 
police represents one of the largest blows to autono- 
mist antifascism in Germany to date! 

Approximately 1000 people tooks part in a 
protest and solidarity demonstration on Thursday, 
July 7, 1994, under the motto: State terrorism has 
continuity! Away with the ban of the PKK and other 
Kurdish organizations! No criminalization of autono- 
mist resistance! The demonstration had been called 
to protest the political murder of Halim Deren, a 
Kurdish boy of 16 who was shot to death by a plain- 
dothesed police officer in Hannover on the night of 
July 1, 1994 while putting up a poster of a banned 
Kurdish organization. It was alsoa solidarity demon- 
stration with the Autonome Antifa (M). 

A further solidarity demonstration took place 
on Saturday, July 16, 1994. Approximately 4000 
people travelled from all over Germany to protest the 
attempt to criminalize autonomist resistance. The 
massive police presence at the demosntration was 
met with paint bombs, fire crackers and stones, a 
strong signal that this attack from the state will not go 
unchallenged! 

Investigation according to paragraph 129a (pro- 
paganda for, support of, or membership in a terrorist 
organization) have been running in Gottingen since 
the fall of 1991. 

The federal attorney, von Stahl, asserted at the 
time that investigation “against not yet knowm per- 
sons from the autonomist scene in Gottingen on 
suspicion of being members in a terrorist organiza- 
tion” were being started (GT 24.12.1991) in relation 
to 52 attacks in the last ten years. These attacks were 
a hodge-podge mix in terms of goals, tactics, techni- 
cal procedure and content. A patient in the Gottingen 
psychiatric hospital was found to have been respon- 
sible for several of these attacks. This did not have 
any effect on the investigations, however. It became 
dear relatively quickly that the investigations were 
being focussed on autonomist antifascists. 

The state police declared publicly in June 1992 
that the investigations according to paragraph 129a 
were also directed against the Autonome Antifa (M). 
The state police (LKA) has aimed its investigation at 


a group that works in a legal and public realm to 
establish antifascism as an important force in south- 
ern Lower Saxony. The strategy of the police consists, 
among other things, of collecting press releases of the 
Autonome Antifa (M) to gather fingerprints, confis- 
cating rental contracts for lecture rooms and vans 
used in demonstrations, observing group meetings 
and private homes, and tapping telephones. 


Grounds For The Searches 

The Autonome Antifa (M) was defined as a 
*criminal organization according to paragraph 129" 
inthe search warrants and Jul y 5th press release from 
the Celle police department. The group is alsocharged 
with making "propaganda for the terrorist organiza- 
tion RAF (Red Army Fraction) and having cose 
contact on several levels to members of the RAF", 
charges that fall under paragraph 129a. 

There is no talk of the original 52 attacks that 
were supposedly being investigated. They were 
simply a means for the state police to impose special 
conditions on the investigation, allowing them to use 
methods such as phone-tapping and observations. 
The crime that Autonome Antifa (M) is charged with 
in order to define it as a "criminal organization" 
according to police is "violation of the assembly law". 
This is a reference to the “black block, comprised of 
up to 800 people... the impression of building a 
private army... and violation of the ban on uniforms." 

The following quotation from a letter from the 
state attorney in Celle tothe city attorney in Gottingen 
from March 9, 1994, is worth noting in connection 
with these events. The letter refers to the militant 
action against the fascist training centre of the FAP 
(Freiheitliche Arbeiterpartei Deutschlands) and its 
functionary Karl Polacek: “The previous consider- 
ations and evaluations still support the suspicion that 
the action in Mackenrode was planned and carried 
out by the AACM). The fact that the AA(M) neither 
called nor claimed responsibility for the action under 
its name, however, speaks against this conclusion. 
To date no one from the “core group” of the AA(M) 
can be brought in connection to this act. That further 
investigations in this direction would bring results is 
not clear. It is also unprobable that searches of the 
rooms of members of the AA(M) would bring any 
further clarity in this matter.” Nevertheless, the search 
warants for the raids on July 5, 1994 were issued two 
days later by the state attorney in Celle. 


The Political Goal 

The political goal of the investigation is the 
examination and criminalization of the Autonome 
Antifa (M) and its politics. The stated goal was to 
“collect evidence of the goals, strategy and tactics of 
this group as well as the individual positions of its 
members within the group.” 

The state attorney's office confirmed the politi- 
cal assessment of the Autonome Antifa (M) in its own 
press release. The criminalization is aimed above all 
against its successful antifascist public and coalition 
politics, The coalition demonstrations against the 
fascist training centre in Mackenrode in 1988, 
Adelebsen in 1993, and Northeim in 1994 called by 
autonomists, labour unions, citizens’ initiatives, the 
Greens and the SPD (Social Democrats) have be- 
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come an important part of antifascist culture in 
Gottingen and southern Lower Saxony. Through 
these demonstrations and other actions, antifascist 
politics have become accepted and anchored in wide 
circles in the population. 

Politically, this attack from the state is logical. 
The political work of a group that names connections 
between fascism and imperialism, fights againstthem 
and that is successful in its public and coalition work 
dearly stands in opposition to the interests of the 
state. 


Antifa Aad The RAF 

In the last several years, the state has continu- 
ously attempted to sell the idea to the public that the 
Autonome Antifa (M) is the legal arm of the RAF. 
Since atleast the early 1980's, the state has attempted 
to link political movements like the peace or anti- 
nuclear movements with the RAF in order to more 
heavily criminalize them. 

This is a political, not furidicial tactic. The 
assertions like the following from the Lower Saxony 
interior minister are absurd. He argued in the 1994 
Defense of the Constitution Report that the Bahncard 
(discount card for train travel) found in the backpack 
of Birgit Hogefeld, the RAF member arrested in Bad 
Kleinen in June 1994, had been bought in Gottingen 
and thus, logically, the autonomist antifascists must 
be supporting the RAF. 

This line appeared again in the state attorney's 
press release regarding the searches in Gottingen: 
the Autonome Antifa (M) is “...a group in the anti- 
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imperialist spectrum. Therefore, the Autonome Antifa 
(M) maintains on several levels close contact to 
members of the terrorist RAF.” This pitiful, small- 
minded logic has a single goal: to descredit, isolate 
and finally to destroy autonomist antifascist resis- 
tance. The state is attempting to prevent the organi- 
zation and establishment of a wide antifascist move- 
ment in wide circles in society. 


The State Apparatus And Nazis 

While investigations have been being carried 
out against anti-fascists since Fall 1991, fascists - like 
the FAP functionary Thorsten Heise - have been able 
to increase their activities, and that under the noses 
of the police. Furthermore, the state police has taken 
over the work of the “anti-Antifa.” 

The state police used, for example, the possibil- 
ity in 1993 to inform the fascist Hans-Michael Fiedler 
about the demonstration being planned against him 
and his training centre in Adelebsen on March 20, 
1993. Fiedler is known as one of the founders of the 
“anti-Antifa.” (Documentation to the Demonstration 
in Adelebsen/Gottingen, Autonome Antifa (M), May 
1993). 

The city-wide known Nazi thug, Bode, was 
visited by the state police in 1993 and questioned for 
information on the autonomist scene. He was called 
to press charges against an antifascist in relation toa 
fight that he initiated in 1990. During the trial on 
January 13, 1994, in Gottingen, two witnesses - also 
Nazis - blabbered openly about the visit from the 
state police. They also admitted to having attacked 


the antifascist, who was dedared not guilty (Gottinger 
Drucksache, January 21, 1994). 

The Lower Saxony FAP functionary Thorsten 
Heise was taken into protective custody shortly 
before the demonstration against him in June 1994 in 
Northeim and then released shortly before the anti- 
Antifa raids in Gottingen (FR, July 5, 1994). 


The Struggle Continues! 

The state attorney's office reported in the press 
in 1992 that if someone openly appeared as a mem- 
ber of the Autonome Antifa (M) at a lecture or other 
event, she or he would be arrested for being a 
member of a terrorist organization immediately. The 
Autonome Antifa (M) has not let itself be intimidated 
by this threat andhas organized dozens of talks since 
then. Even after the searches it will continue with its 
strategy of doing open antifascist work. At the mo- 
ment, the Autonome Antifa (MD is in the process of 
reorganizing its technical and material infrastructure 
and will in no case do the state the favor of going 
underground or disappearing in political listlessness. 
The Autonome Antifa (M) will continue to oppose the 
criminalization offensively and openly. 1f the state 
wants to criminalize the Autonome Antifa (MD, it will 
have to do that itself and in all publicity. 

The question is if the state doctrine of “a strong 
doctrine” will prevail and every emancipatorial im- 
pulse is destroyed or if it is possible to fight back 
against this attack. Everyone, for whom antifascism 
is not simply an empty word, is called to stand 
together! 


Against The Splitting Of The Antifascist Resis- 
tance! 
NoCriminalization Of Autonomist Antifascism! 
Stop The Proceedings Against Antifascists! 
Immediate Return Of The Confiscated Material! 
Up With Antifascist Solidarity! 


Gottingen, July 20, 1994 


Autonome Antifa (M) organized in the 
Antifascist Action/Nation-Wide Organization 
(AA/BO) 


Fight the FAP continued 


Antifas. Of the Nazis, 15 people were injured, some 
seriously. The antifascist attack met with a favorable 
response. The Lower Saxony government reacted 
politically by deporting Polacek to Austria in January 
1992. After the deportation of Polacek, Thorsten 
Heise took over his function. 

Thorsten Heise has become one of the leading 
neo-Nazis in the BRD. In the recent past he has been 
the organizer of Nazi provocation like the March in 
Fulda in August 1993. His party colleagues are the 
ones who are openly spreading terror on the streets. 
Some actions against Heise have already taken place. 
On the way to work on August 12, 1992, he was 
approached by Autonomen who battered him hospi- 
tal-ripe. This action was timed so he would be 
prevented in taking part in the Wunsiedel Nazi 
meeting that year. There were many small attacks on 
Heise’s house in 1993. Nazi's cars parked at his house 
are also regularly burned. All of this led to Hiese 
leaving his former residence in Noerten-Hardenberg, 
a neighboring village to Goettingen, for Northeim. 
He hoped tobe able toagitate there without continu- 
ousattacks from antifas. These plans will be thwarted 
with the demo on June 4th. The goal is to isolate 
Heise and the FAP politically and socially. Further, 
the demo will show him dearly thatresistance will be 
carried out on all levels, regardless of where he lives. 
Autonome Antifa (M) 


